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PREFACE. 


The  primary  design  in  drawing  up  this  paper  was  to  put  in  order  the  results 
of  an  inquiry  undertaken  for  my  own  satisfaction  as  a  member  of  St  Catharine's  Hall. 
In  pursuing  that  inquiry,  I  have  been  careful  to  avoid  the  theological  disputations 
which  such  a  subject  would  naturally  open,  and  have  thus,  I  trust,  secured  for  my 
researches  a  legitimate  claim  on  the  '  Antiquarian  Society.'  To  all  who  are  versed 
in  the  Christian  Martyrologies  the  investigation  will  yield  especial  interest ;  while 
others  are  requested  to  view  it  in  the  light  of  an  historical  Essay,  having 
reference  to  the  far-famed  patroness  of  universities  and  learned  men.  I  do  not  find 
that  the  same  field  has  yet  been  very  diligently  explored,  either  by  our  own  or  foreign 
writers.  Many,  it  is  true,  have  reproduced  the  popular  story  of  St  Catharine,  one 
class  to  praise  or  to  apologize,  another  to  assail  with  undiscriminating  censure ;  but  the 
only  distinct  Treatise  (at  least  of  modern  times)  which  has  come  within  my  knowledge, 
is  said  to  have  been  published  at  Tubingen  in  1 739, — the  author,  Daniel  Maichelius ; 
the  title,  '  Oratio  de  Catharina  quam  vacant  Saricta,  eademque  sceculi  post  Christum 
natum  quarti  Virgine  et  Martyr e  fictitia.'  The  character  of  this  work  is  sufficiently 
manifest  from  its  title,  so  that  my  not  being  able  to  procure  a  copy  of  it  may  after 
all  be  an  advantage  rather  than  a  drawback.  Nor  need  it,  on  the  other  hand,  be 
regretted  that  the  labours  of  the  BoUandists  did  not  reach  the  25  th  of  November  (the 
day  on  which  St  Catharine  is  usually  commemorated) ;  for  we  have  thus  an  opportunity 
of  exemplifying  throughout  the  kind  of  process  to  be  encountered,  and  the  kind  of 
evidence  to  be  sifted,  if  we  would  cultivate  any  close  acquaintance  with  the  Mediaeval 
Saints. 

Appended  to  this  paper  is  a  Semi-Saxon  Legend  of  St  Catharine,  which  besides 
illustrating  the  subject  in  hand,  will  prove  valuable  as  a  specimen  of  our  own  language  at 
an  early  stage  of  its  formation.  There  are  extant  (at  least)  three  MSS.  of  this  Legend, 
one  in  the  Bodleian  (NE,  3,  xi.),  and  the  others  in  the  Library  of  the  British  Museum, 
(Cottonian,  Titus,  d.  xviii.  fol.  133  seqq.,  and  King's^  17  a.  xxvii.  2).  The  second  MS. 
has  supplied  the  text  of  the  present  impression,  and  by  a  collation  of  it  with  the  third 
I  have  been  enabled  to  correct  some  errors  of  the  transcriber,  which  might  otherwise 
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have  perplexed  us.  The  Semi-Saxon  will  be  found  to  be  a  version,  somewhat  free 
and  paraphrastic,  of  the  Latin  Legend  (Cotton.  MS8.  Calig.  a.  viii.  15,  and  Cambridye 
Unwersity,  Gg.  i.  26),  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  following  pages. 

C.  H. 

P.  S.  After  the  above  was  arranged  for  the  press,  I  discovered  accidentally  that 
the  Semi-Saxon  account  of  St  Catharine  had  been  printed  in  the  year  1841  for  the 
members  of  the  '  Abbotsford  Club,'  under  the  learned  editorship  of  the  Rev.  James 
Morton.  In  consequence  of  this  discovery  I  proposed  to  withhold  the  publication 
of  that  part  of  ray  paper,  but  the  advice  of  several  friends,  who  represented  the  philo- 
logical importance  of  the  Legend,  and  the  fewness  of  the  copies  already  printed,  has 
induced  me  to  re-adopt  my  original  intention. 


ST  CATHARINE  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 


It  may  be  mentioned  in  the  outset  that  Church  History  introduces  us  to  several 
personages  who  have  been  honoured  by  the  title  St  Catharine.  They  are  distinguished 
as  St  Catharine  of  Eicci,  St  Catharine  of  Genoa,  St  Catharine  of  Bologna,  St  Catharine 
of  Siena,  St  Catharine  of  Sweden  and  St  Catharine  of  Alexandria.  Four  of  them  may 
be  dismissed  without  further  notice,  since  their  fame  has  not  extended  beyond  the 
places  where  they  flourished.  With  respect  to  St  Catharine  of  Siena  it  is  desirable  to 
make  a  few  passing  observations,  and  the  rather  because  she  has  been  sometimes 
confounded  with  the  subject  of  this  paper.  She  was  born  in  1347,  and  canonized  in 
1461.  Besides  the  marvellous  visions  and  austerities  which  made  her  the  boast  of 
the  Dominican  Order,  she  displayed  much  polemical  acuteness  in  the  conflict  between 
Urban  VI.  and  Clement  VII.  A  zealous  partisan  of  the  former,  she  wrote  many  spirited 
epistles  in  his  behalf  to  persons  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In  our  minds  her  name  is 
chiefly  associated  with  the  works  of  art,  suggested  by  her  (so-called),  marriage  to  our 
Saviour^  The  symbols  by  which  she  is  recognized  are  the  stigmata  of  Christ's  passion, 
said  to  have  been  miraculously  inflicted  on  her  hands  and  feet  and  side. 

By  St  Catharine  of  Alexandria  we  are  carried  back  to  the  early  part  of  the 
fourth  century ;  and  as  questions  have  been  raised  about  the  name  of  which  she  was 
the  first  owner,  a  short  account  of  it  may  properly  commence  her  history. 

There  are  in  Latin  authors,  at  least  five  forms,  ^caterina,  Hcecaterina,  Hecatherina, 
Katherina,  Catharina.  The  last,  Catharina,  has  now  become  very  general  in  the 
Breviaries  and  Martyrologies ;  the  first,  yEcaterina,  has  the  best  claim  to  antiquity. 
Some  persons,  assuming  that  the  word  owes  its  origin  to  KaOapos,  have  regarded  the 
prefix  as  an  error  of  the  scribes.  One  conjecture"  is  that  Hecatherina  was  the  same  as 
'H  KaOeplvr],  the  article  having  become  amalgamated  with  its  noun.  A  different 
opinion  is  advocated  by  Raynolds^  who  supposes  that  the  title  of  St  Catharine  was 
originally  a.  KuOaplvti  =  dyla  KaOap'ivt].     He  gives  a  somewhat  similar  instance  in  A. 


'  In  some  of  the  Legends,  St  Catharine  of  Alex- 
andria  is  also  called  'the  spouse  of  Christ,'  but 
whether  this  would  only  indicate  that  she  was  a 
Virgin,  does  not  appear  very  certain.  All  the  par- 
ticulars of  her  betrothal  are  first  related  in  the 
'  Legende  Doree,'  and  in  the  Spanish  '  Flos  Sancto- 
rum.' My  original  impression  was  that  our  St  Ca- 
tharine had  been  confounded  with  Catharine  of  Siena, 
but  further  examination  convinces  me  that  the  mar- 
riage of  the  latter  was  more  probably  suggested  by 


that  of  her  Alexandrian  prototype.  A  circumstance 
mentioned  by  Lord  Lindsay  (Christian  Art,  Vol.  ii. 
p.  149)  strengthens  this  conclusion.  As  early  as 
1300,  (i.e.  before  the  birth  of  Catharine  of  Siena), 
in  a  number  of  bas-reliefs  which  represent  the  his- 
tory of  our  St  Catharine,  there  is  one  on  the  sulyect 
of  her  marriage  with  Christ. 

^  See  the  '  Acta  Sanctorum  '  on  Feb.  vi. 
De  Romanae  Ecclesiae  Idololatria,  lib.  i.  c.  v. 
§  28.  Oxon.  1596. 
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Gellius,  which  ;i  certain  critic  had  by  mistake  changed  into  Agellius.  The  Greek 
autliors,  liowover,  who  are  the  first  to  mention  St  Catharine,  appear  to  set  aside  the 
above  conjectures,  by  writing  her  name  almost  without  exception  AiKarepiva  or 
A'lKaTefj'tvri.  Thus,  in  the  Menologium  Basilianum^  (at  the  25th  of  November)  we 
find  this  title,  ''AOXrjai^  t^s  ay'ias  jueyaXofidpTvpo^  AiKOTeplvrj^ :  in  Simeon  Meta- 
phrastes",  Maprupiov  rrjs  ay'ia^  /xeyaXofxaprvpos  tov  \picyTod  A'iKaTepivr]<;  ;  in  the 
Menologium  Gra3cum^  Mvijfxrjv  etriTekovnev  rrj^  ayla^  fieyaXondprvpo^  tov  XpiaTou 
Kai  Trav€v(pritxov  AiKareplvrj^;.  And  in  seven  MS.  Martyria  of  St  Catharine  sur- 
viving in  the  Colbertine  Library",  the  name  is  uniformly  written  A'lKaTep'ivrj-  Still 
if  we  accept  this  as  the  current  Greek  form,  we  cannot  therefore  infer  that  it  is  of 
Grecian  origin.  The  contrary  seems  far  more  probable,  (l)  from  its  outlandish  aspect ^ 
and  (2)  from  the  following  facts.  In  a  group  of  Saints"  copied  by  Du  Cange  from  an 
old  Greek  MS.  the  proto-martyr  St  Stephen  occupies  the  center  and  St  Catharine 
appears  on  his  right  hand  wearing  as  usual  her  crown,  and  in  this  instance  a  consular 
robe ;  but,  what  is  most  remarkable,  the  name  by  which  she  is  there  described  is 
AIKATEPIN,  without  the  Greek  termination.  The  same  peculiarity  occurs  in  a 
Greek  Calendar,  also  belonging  to  the  Colbertine  Library,  where  at  the  24th  of 
November  we  find  EKKATEPIN;  although  in  the  prefix  of  the  word"  and  the  day 
of  the  month  this  authority  stands  almost  alone. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  leave  the  etymological  question®  for  the  amusement  of 
the  learned ;  only  remarking  as  of  some  importance,  that  the  Latin  word  Catharina  is 
unquestionably  equivalent  to  AiKai-epiva.  This  appears  (among  other  evidence)  from 
the  fact  that  the  daughter  of  Philip,  a  titular  Greek  emperor,  is  designated  by  either 
name,  according  to  the  language  of  the  writer. 

We  come  now  to  the  sources  of  information  from  which  the  history  of  St  Catharine 
may  be  drawn. 

L  That  class  of  documents  shall  be  first  considered,  wherein  the  reference  to 
her  is  not  doubtful,  whatever  be  the  authoritative  worth  of  the  documents  themselves. 
I  take  this  course  in  order  to  separate  what  is  called  the  legendary  from  what  is  strictly 
speaking  the  historical ;   only  with  the  proviso,  that  evidence  is  not  to  be  refused 


1  Vol.  I.  p.  213,  Urbini,  1727. 

-  Yet  Lambecius,  with  this  passage  before  him, 
supposes  that  AlKarfplm  miglit  be  'H  Karepiva,  be- 
cause it  often  happens  (he  says)  that  the  Latins  in 
copying  Greek  MSS.  substituted  ai  for  r)  through 
their  own  confusion  of  the  letters  and  e.  Com- 
ment, de  Biblioth.  Csesar.  Vindobonensi,  Tom.  viii. 
p.  481,  ed.  1782. 

^  Assemani  Kalendar.  Eccl.  Univers.  Vol.  v. 
p.  375,  Rom.  1765. 

■»  Vid.  Menagii  Hist.  Mulierum  Philosoph.  p. 
492,  ad  calc.  Diogen.  Laert.  ed.  Meibom. 
Cf.  alyvmos  =  yv\j/: 

*  Vid.  Glossarium  Latin.  Tabella  x.  ad  calc. 
Tom.  III.  ed.  Paris.  1678. 


'  Something  like  it  has  been  observed  on  the 
seal  belonging  to  the  monks  of  Mount  Sinai ;  the 
inscription,  according  to  Crusius,  is  ayla  'E/care- 
pivT]  Tcov  2ivdir(ov.  Turco-Gnccia,  lib.  in.  §  1. 
(quoted  by  Raynolds,  p.  220). 

^  A  living  philologer  has  suggested  the  Irish 
'  Kathleen,'  diminutive  of  '  Kate,'  as  the  origin  of 
our  word  Catharine.  Other  attempts,  equally  infe- 
licitous, may  be  seen  in  the  '  Legenda  Aurea '  of 
Voragine.  His  first  is,  '  a  catha  quod  est  universus, 
et  ruina,  quasi  universalis  ruina.  Nam  in  ea  cor- 
ruit  edificium  superbise  per  humilitates  quas  liabuit, 
camalis  concupiscentiae  per  virginitatem  quam  ser- 
vavit.' — Is  not  the  prefix  At  still  retained  in  the 
Russian  Ekaterinoslaff  and  Ekatmnenbourg  ? 
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merely  because  we  find  it  in  some  suspected  volume  (a  Martyrology,  for  example), 
but  on  account  of  other  grave  disqualifications  rendering  it  unworthy  of  our  confidence. 
History  may,  it  is  presumed,  be  hidden  even  among  '  heaps  of  frivolous  and  scandalous 
vanities,''  as  Hooker  somewhere  styles  the  Legends ;  and  if  it  is  credulity  to  receive 
as  true  what  is  recorded  in  such  writings  only,  it  would  seem  an  error  of  the  opposite 
kind  to  stigmatize  at  once  as  fiction  what  we  have  never  thought  of  testing.  On 
this  account  the  '  Elogia  Sanctorum'  have  not  been  neglected  in  compiling  the  present 
Treatise.    Those  which  yielded  the  best  service  are  enumerated  in  chronological  order  : 

I.  The  Passion  of  St  Catharine  in  the  Menologium  Basilianum,''  a  work 
illuminated  for  the  use  of  a  Greek  emperor  Basil,  and  certainly  not  later 
than  the  tenth  century.  The  original  belongs  to  the  Vatican  Library,  and 
besides  its  hagiological  value,  it  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  precious 
repositories  of  the  early  Byzantine  painting. 

II.  The  Acts  of  St  Catharine  by  Simeon  Metaphrastes\  Their  date  has  been 
much  disputed,  but  it  seems  impossible  to  place  them  earlier  than  the  year 
900.  A  Latin  Version  has  been  published  both  in  Lipomannus  and  in 
Surius. 

III.  A  Latin  Passion  of  St  Catharine^  in  the  Cotton  Library  (Calig.  a.  viii.  15). 
This  I  believe  to  be  the  parent  of  the  Semi-Saxon  Legend  printed  in  the 
Appendix.    The  date  is  perhaps  as  early  as  1150. 


^  Two  more  Greek  Legends  have  come  to  my 
knowledge.  The  first  is  anonymous,  and  begins 
thus,  Tov  TTapavofxov  Kai  acrf^faraTov  Ma^evrlov 
TvpavvovvTos  Trjv  ^aaikeiav,  k.t.X.  (Fabricii  Biblioth. 
Graec.  Vol.  ix.  p.  64).  The  second  is  by  one 
Athanasius,  who  styles  himself  Taxvypdcjios  afxa 
SovXor  r^s  Kvpias  pov  AlKareptmjs  (Vid.  Leon.  Allat.  de 
Symeonum  Scriptis,  pp.  92,  93).  Lambecius  (Tom. 
VIII.  p.  825)  gives  the  following  description  of  a 
copy  of  this  MS.  contained  in  the  Library  at 
Vienna.  The  title  is  MaprCpiov  t^s  aylas  peyaXo- 
papTvpos  KiKaTepivrjs,  ttjs  ^aaiXeias  Koi  pijTopos. 
The  Legend  begins  :  "Erovs  TpiaKoa-rov  neprrTov  ^a- 
aiXevovTos  tov  dtre/Sovj  Koi  napavopov  Ma^evrlov, 
K.T.X.  and  ends  as  follows :  TavTrjs  r^s  ipcovfis  aKov- 
craaa  j;  ayla  etTref  ra  crTTf KouXarapt  •  bevpo,  d8eX(f)€, 
nolrjcrov  to  KtXevadev  aoL  vtto  tov  ^acriXecos.  Upoa- 
eXdav  fie  6  aneKovXaTcop  aireTepev  avTTjs  tov  av- 
^^e'va,  KOI  evdeas  ovtI  tov  dlpaTos  yaXa  ejSpvcrev  eVi 
rrjs  yrjs.  Kat  KaTfXdovres  ayyeXoi  ffpav  to  trapa 
avrfji  Koi  enfdevTO  iv  Ta>  opei  2t!/a,  /cat  ttoXXoi  eVi- 
<7TfV(Tav  Tat  XpiaTw.  TavTa  ey<o  'AOavao'ios  avve- 
ypa-^a,  apa  bovXos  vTTap-)(a>v  Trjs  Kvplas  pov  AiKore- 
plvrjs.  eTeXeidSr]  fie  ?)  Kvpia  pov  A'tKaTepim  pijvl 
Nofju^pio)  Ke.  fls  bn^av  tov  Tlarpos  koi  tov  Yiov  Koi 


TOV  ayiov  TIvfvpaTOS,  vvv  Koi  dei,  kol  eis  tovs  aldvas 
Tav  aldvav,  apr^v.  Another  copy  of  the  same  Le- 
gend is  preserved  in  the  Bodleian  Library  (Baroc- 
cian  Collection,  No.  180).  The  Rev.  H.  O.  Coxe, 
who  very  politely  examined  it,  is  of  opinion  that  it 
was  not  written  earlier  than  towards  the  close  of 
the  eleventh  century. 

^  This  seems  in  its  turn  to  be  only  a  translation, 
or  rifaccimento,  of  the  Greek  Legend  above  de- 
scribed as  the  work  of  Athanasius.  It  has  been 
printed,  as  I  learn  from  a  copy  in  the  possession  of 
Professor  Come.  A  MS.  note  conjectures  that 
Koelhof,  of  Colog-ne,  was  the  printer,  but  no  men- 
tion is  made  of  either  time  or  place.  The  title  is, 
'  Dive  virginis  sancte  Katherine  historia  sen  eius- 
dem  passiouis  series  Rabbani  abbatis.'  The  author, 
however,  could  not  have  been  Rabanus  Maurus 
(1)  because  it  is  nearly  identical  with  the  Legend 
of  Athanasius,  and  (2)  because  if  Rabanus  had 
wi'itten  a  Passion  of  St  Catharine,  he  would  natu- 
rally have  included  her  in  his  '  Martyrologium,' 
which  he  does  not.  I  may  also  remark,  that  there 
is  a  shorter  form  of  the  same  Legend  among  the 
Harleian  MSS.  No.  12.  lxi.  c.  fol.  141. 
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IV.  The  '  Historia  Lombardica  sive  Legenda  Aurea  de  Vitis  Sanctorum''  of 
Jacobus  (le  Voragine  (di  Viraggio).  The  date  is  about  1290'.  He  was 
the  most  popular  hagiologist  of  the  Western  Church,  as  Simeon  Metaphrastes 
was  of  the  Eastern. 

V.  The  '  Catalogxis  Sanctorum'  by  Peter  de  Natalibus,  which  was  first  pubHshed 
in  1493.  The  portion  relating  to  St  Catharine  has  been  reprinted  in  Lord 
Lindsay's  '  Christian  Art '  (Vol.  i.  pp.  lxxxiii,  seqq.) 

VI.  The  '  Flos  Sanctorum''  por  el  Maestro  Alonso  de  Villegas.  This  collection, 
which  is  the  most  fruitful  in  details,  was  first  printed  at  Toledo  in  1591. 
An  English  version  appeared  at  Douay  in  1615^. 

The  above  narratives  have  been  selected  as  types  of  the  whole  multitude,  and  will 
convey  a  full  impression  of  the  popular  belief  respecting  St  Catharine  for  at  least 
seven  centuries.  The  other  legendary  sources,  whether  in  prose  or  verse  ^,  supply  us, 
so  far  as  I  have  seen,  with  no  additions  of  any  moment ;  indeed  they  are  found  to  be  for 
the  most  part,  in  close  relationship  to  some  one  of  the  above.  There  is  not,  however, 
much  circumstantial  agreement  among  the  authorities  I  have  specified.  While  the  main 
features  of  the  story  are  preserved  throughout,  we  may  trace  a  continual  growth  of 
information, — a  gradual  development  (or  deterioration)  from  the  simpler  to  the  florid. 
Each  century  appears  to  have  filled  up  some  blank,  or  to  have  amplified  the  details  of 
the  earlier  descriptions,  till  St  Catharine  at  length  challenges  the  faith  of  Christendom, 
encircled  by  a  nimbus  peculiarly  her  own. 

In  order  to  shew  this  development  more  distinctly,  and  at  the  same  time  to  put  my 
readers  in  possession  of  the  chief  particulars  of  her  history,  I  shall  subjoin  two  of  the 
narrations  exactly  as  they  reach  us.  The  first  is  selected,  partly  because  it  is  a  short 
one,  and  partly  because  we  have  it  in  a  curious  English  edition  of  the  '  Liber  Festivalis' 
printed  by  Caxton.    It  has  descended  through  the  Serai-Saxon  and  the  Latin  Legend 


'  Fie  had  been  preceded  a  few  years  by  Vincent 
of  Beauvais,  whose  'Speculum  Historiale'  treats 
very  profusely  of  the  Saints. 

^  The  '  Lections,'  in  the  Koman  and  other  Bre- 
viaries, for  St  Catharine's  day,  might  be  added  to 
the  above  authorities  ;  but  these  accounts  have  been 
so  frequently  changed  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  fix 
the  date  at  which  any  one  was  introduced.  The 
same  remark  applies  to'  the  corresponding  offices  of 
the  Greek  Church,  called  'Menaea.'  This  much, 
however,  seems  certain,  that  the  Legend  of  St 
Catharine  was  approved  (if  not  first  imported  into 
the  Roman  service-books)  by  John  XXII.  about  A.n. 
1820,  and  afterwards  corrected  in  several  points  by 
Pius  V. 

'  Several  metrical  Lives  of  St  Catharine  in  MS. 
are  extant  in  our  Public  Libraries.  A  few  copies  of 
one  at  Cambridge  (marked  Ff.  ii.  38)  have  been 
recently  printed,  for  private  circulation,  under  the 


care  of  Mr  Halliwell.  The  longest  poetical  Life  is 
that  of  Marco  Filippi,  composed  m  ottava  rima,  and 
published  at  Venice  in  1697.  It  consists  of  thirteen 
cantos.  The  opening  stanza  is  given  as  a  specimen  : 

La  vita,  i  gesti  santi,  il  puro  core, 
L'epio  martu',  I'acerba  morte  io  cato 
D'vna  Real  Donzella;  il  cui  valore 
Sour'  ogn'  altro  die  s'oda,  acquista  il  vanto. 
Mentre  il  fiero  Massenzo  Imperadore 
Per  trarla  dal  pensier  pudico,  e  santo, 
La  tormenta,  I'afHigge,  e  la  percuote 
Con  ferri,  funi,  career,  fame,  e  ruote. 

Three  Poems  on  St  Catharine  date  as  far  back  as 
Alphanus,  archbishop  of  Salerno,  who  died  1086, 
(Italia  Sacra,  ii.  1101) ;  besides  these  we  have  a  vast 
number  of  Hymns  by  later  writers.  It  may  also 
be  remembered  that  Dryden  makes  use  of  the  Le- 
gend of  St  Catharine  in  his  'Tyrannic  Love.' 
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from  the  Greek  of  Athanasius,  which  most  probably  was  in  its  turn  based  on  Simeon 
Metaphrastes.  The  elaborate  speeches  of  St  Catharine  disappear,  and  several  of  the 
marvels  are  considerably  pruned  down ;  but  compensation  has  been  made  by  some 
specimens  of  the  pilgrim-tales  of  the  period, 

"3ie  ^ancta  ISatj&crina  Utrginc. 

Good  frendes  suche  a  day  ye  shall  haue  saynt  Katheryins  day  the  holy  marter.  She  was 
a  kyngis  doughter^  and  come  of  grete  byrthe :  but  she  set  all  her  mynde  to  God,  and  sette 
nought  by  the  pryde,  vayngloiy  and  richesses  of  tliis  worlde,  for  it  is  but  a  vanyte,  but  she  set 
her  all  oonly  on  Jhesu.  Soo  whan  she  had  be  at  scole  and  lemed  a  while,  anone  she  wolde 
dyspute  with  ony  clerke  that  wold  come,  for  she  was  enspired  wyth  the  Holy  Gost.  But  whan 
she  herde  on  a  tyme  y'  Maxencyus  was  come  to  toune  of  Alisaundre  wyth  soo  moche  peple 
and  so  ryally,  that  the  cyte  domed  (?)  of  hem — for  he  come  to  make  a  solempne  sacrefyce  to  his 
goddys  that  were  of  golde  and  siluer,  in  liknesse  of  bullis  and  calues  and  other  bestes — thenne 
saynt  Katheryne  saw  that,  and  blessed  her,  and  wente  ia  to  the  temple,  and  rebuked  them- 
perour  boldly,  and  sayd  that  he  dyde  fowle  amysse  for  to  doo  y'  worship  to  fendes,  and  leue 
the  worship  of  God  in  heuen,  that  made  al  thyng  of  noughte,  and  sent  man  life,  wytte,  and 
hele;  and  preued  by  grete  reason  how  Criste  was  bothe  God  and  man,  and  how  he  boughte 
all  mankynde  wyth  his  passion  on  the  crosse  wyth  his  deth ;  and  taughte  how  euery  man  shold 
honour  God,  and  leaue  false  mawmentes.  Thenne  was  the  emperour  wroth,  and  bad  take  her 
to  warde  tyll  he  myghte  be  at  leyser.  Soo  in  the  meane  tyme,  he  sente  after  the  grettest 
maysters  and  the  wysest  clerkes  that  were  in  many  countreys  ferre  aboute  hym.  And  whan 
they  were  comen,  he  bad  theym  goo  and  dyspute  wyth  Katheryne,  and  ouercome  her;  and 
they  sholde  haue  right  well  for  their  labour.  Thenne  were  they  wroth  to  come  soo  ferre  to 
dyspute  wyth  a  woman,  and  sayd  the  lest  scoler  in  the  scole  had  be  ynough  to  ourcome  her. 
But  whan  Katheryne  had  dysputed  wyth  theim,  wyth  the  helpe  of  the  Holy  Goost^  she  con- 
uerted  theym  everychone  to  the  feyth  of  our  Lorde  Jhesu  Crist,  in  so  moche  that  they  were 
redy  to  sutfre  deth  for  Crystis  sake.  Thenne  anone  Maxencyus  commaunded  to  make  a  grete 
fyre,  and  brenne  theym  in  the  fyi-e ;  but  by  the  helpe  of  the  Holy  Goost,  the  fyre  brenned  noo 
partie  of  their  bodies,  ne  the  leest  clothe  of  theym,  and  yet  lay  fayr  dede  as  they  had  be  a  slepe. 
Thenne  the  emperour  made  doo  Katheryne  to  be  naked,  and  to  bete  her  wyth  sharpe  scourges^, 
that  she  was  all  blodi,  and  full  of  woundes.  And  thenne  he  put  her  in  to  pryson  seuen*  dayes 
wythoute  ony  nianer  mete  or  drynke.  Thenne  had  y'  quene'  grete  lust  to  speke  with  Kateryne, 
and  toke  a  knyghte  wyth  her  that  highte  Porphyrius,  and  went  to  Kateryne.  And  thenne 
they  saw  an  angell  set  a  crowne  of  shynyng  golde  on  the  queues  hede,  and  a  nother  on  Porphirius 
hede,  and  bad  hem  be  stedfast ;  for  wythin  thre  dayes  they  shold  come  to  heuen  by  suffrynge 
of  marterdom.    Thenne  sent  themperour  after  Katheryne,  and  wente  to  haue  founde  her  nygh 


'  Simeon  Metaphrastes  says,  she  was  sprung 
'  ex  sanguine  regio  ;'  the  modem  Roman  Breviary, 
that  she  was  '  nobilis  virgo  Alexandrina  the  Meno- 
logium  Basilianum,  that  she  was  the  daughter 
^aaiXia-Kov  tivos.  Peter  de  Natalibus  and  others 
call  her  father  Costus  (1  Constantius'),  King  of 
Alexandria.  A  curious  '  Legend'  published  at  Stras- 
burgh  in  1508,  ('Nova  qusdam  singularis  atque 
rara  Legenda  ex  aliis  sex  Legendis  collecta  et  per- 
fecta'),  professes  to  supply  the  pedigree  of  Costus, 
and  concludes  that  St  Catharine  must  have  been 
the  grand-daughter  of  the  first  wife  of  the  father  of 
Constantine  the  Great.  Mr  Morton  (in  his  Preface 
to  the  Semi-Saxon  Legend)  has  given  a  still  more 
romantic  pedigree  from  the  Harleian  MSS.  2258, 
fol.  33,  b.  This  supposed  royal  descent  is  alluded 
to  in  the  fact  that  St  Catharine  is  always  repre- 
2 


sented  wearing  a  crown. — For  a  variety  of  devo- 
tional representations  of  her,  see  Mrs  Jameson's 
'  Sacred  and  Legendary  Art,'  Vol.  ii.  pp.  88,  seqq. 

^  In  allusion  to  this  Diviue  help,  a  white  dove 
is  sometimes  represented  as  descending  upon  St 
Catharine.  A  good  example  was  pointed  out  to  me 
in  Didron's  '  Iconographie  Chretienne,'  (pp.  415, 
416,  a  Paris,  1843),  by  Mr  A.  W.  Franks,  of 
Trinity  College. 

^  According  to  the  Latin  Legend  (No.  IIL)  she 
is  first  beaten  with  scorpions,  and  then  with  iron 
rods. 

^  The  above  authority  and  others  read  twelve 
days. 

^  The  Spanish  Legend  gives  her  the  name  Faus- 
tina :  the  Semi-Saxon,  Auguste. 
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dv.dc ;  hut  all  that  tyme  God  sentc  her  mete  from  heuen.  And  whan  the  emperour  saw  her  a 
line,  he  was  wode  for  wrothe,  and  made  her  to  be  set  between  ij  wheles,  and  torned  one  vpward 
and  a  nothcr  downewarde,  ful  of  hokes  and  swerde  poyntes  for  all  to  rase  Katheryne.  Thenne 
come  an  angell  as  it  had  be  a  wiiide,  and  all  to  brake  hem,  and  slew  foure  thousande  of  the 
tyrrauntes.  Thenne  saw  the  quene  that  myracle,  and  come  before  the  kynge  her  husbonde  and 
rebuked  hym,  that  he  saw  the  myghte  of  God  so  openly  and  wolde  not  byleue  theron.  Thenne 
bad  the  kynge  lede  forth  the  quene,  and  cut  of  her  pappes  from  the  body  wyth  hokes,  and 
thenne  to  smyte  of  her  hede.  Thenne^  for  Porphirius  beried  her,  and  lxxx  of  her  knyghtis 
were  martered  with  her  and  Porphirius  beheded  also.  Thenne  spake  themperour  to  Katheryne 
and  sayd,  that  he  wolde  wedde  her,  and  she  wolde  forsake  Criste,  and  byleue  in  his  goddis: 
and  she  sayd  she  sette  noughte  by  hym  nor  by  his  goddis.  And  whan  he  saw  that,  he  made  to 
smyte  of  her  hede:  thenne  anone  in  stede  of  blode  come  oute  fayr  mylke.  And  thenne  come 
an  angell  and  bare  the  soule  in  to  heuen;  and  angelles  come  and  bare  the  body  in  to  thaire, 
and  so  to  y*"  mounts  of  Sinay,  and  there  beried  it  wyth  worship.  And  there  God  werketh  many 
fayre  myracles  to  this  day.  At  the  fote  of  the  mount  there  is  an  abbey  ^  of  monkes,  that  liuen 
in  grete  abstynene;  and  this  abbey  is  strong  and  hie  walled,  and  barred  abowte  wyth  yren  for 
wilde  bestes.  And  in  that  abbey  lieth  saynt  Katheryne  in  a  fayr  tombe  of  alabaster,  for  her 
bones  were  fet  thider  for  the  more  worship.  And  aboue  the  chirche  is  the  busshe,  there  God 
stode  in  whan  He  spake  to  Moyses,  and  wi'ote  the  law  in  ij  tables  of  stone  :  and  the  busshe  is 
also  grene  and  fayr  as  it  was  the  same  day.  Also  in  that  abbey  is  a  grete  merueyle,  and  is  this : 
Euery  monke  hathe  a  lampe  ■w'yth  oyle  brennyng,  and  whan  he  shal  dey  thei  shal  know  by 
his  lampe ;  for  as  he  draweth  to  deth,  so  derketh  his  lampe.  And  whan  thabbot  deyeth,  his 
bredern  shall  singe  a  masse  of  the  Holy  Gooste  and  bery  hym  solempny;  and  whan  masse  is 
done,  they  shal  finde  a  bylle  wreten  on  thawter,  who  shall  be  abbot,  and  so  they  chose  her 
(i.  e.  their)  abbot.  Also  on  Saint  Katherins  nighte  all  the  birdes  in  the  coimtree  comen  thider, 
and  eche  of  hem  bringen  a  braimche  of  oliue  in  her  billis  to  y"  place ;  and,  as  pilgrymes  sayn, 
the  monkes  make  oyle  of  the  braunches  to  her  lampes  for  al  the  yere.  We  fynde  and  rede  of 
a  man  that  serued  Katherine,  and  fasted  her  euen  brede  and  water ;  and  on  a  tyme  he  come  in 
feliship  of  recheles  peple,  and  bi  comforte  of  hem  he  left  his  fast  and  eat  wyth  hem.  And  soo 
in  the  nyghte  after  he  sawe  a  grete  company  of  maidens  coming  by  him,  and  amonge  hem  there 
was  one  passing  al  other;  and  eche  of  hem  had  a  crowne,  but  one  had  a  passinge  fair  crowne, 
and  that  was  saynte  Katheryne.  So  whan  she  come  bi  this  man  she  hyd  her  face  from  hym, 
and  wold  not  loke  on  him.  Thenne  he  asked  one  of  hem  what  thei  were,  and  she  sayd.  We 
ben  virgyns,  and  the  princypal  that  thou  seest  is  saynt  Katheryne,  that  hid  her  face  from  the, 
by  cause  thou  hast  left  thy  deuocyon  fro  her  euyn  of  fastynge.  Thenne  this  man  repented  hym 
sore  that  he  had  doo  this  dede,  and  torned  agen  to  his  deuocion  and  fasted,  and  after  was  a  holy 
man.    And  therfore  lete  us  worsliip  this  holy  Vyrgin,  that  she  may  pray  for  us." 

The  second  Legend  which  I  propose  to  recite  is  that  preserved  in  the  '  Menologiuin 
Basihanum.'  It  has  strong  claims  upon  us  both  from  its  antiquity  and  the  comparative 
simplicity  of  its  contents.  At  the  head  of  each  Passion  is  a  descriptive  illumination  of 
which  rude  wood-cuts  were  published  at  Urbino  in  1727.  A  copy  of  the  scene  illus- 
trating the  subjoined  letter-press  is  prefixed  to  the  present  paper : 

"  .^cATEBiNA  was  a  martyr  of  Alexandria  and  the  daughter  of  a  rich  and  noble  chieftain 
(/Sao-tXt'o-Kou  twos).     Being  distinguished  by  talent  as  well  as  beauty,  she  devoted  herself  to 


^  There  is  some  error  of  the  press  in  this  para- 
graph. It  should  probably  be  read :  Thenne  lxxx. 
of  her  knyghtis  were  martered  with  her,  and  Porphi- 
rius beheded  also,  for  Porphirius  beried  her.  The 
number  of  the  knights  in  the  other  Legends  is 
two  hundred. 

^  An  account  of  this  monastery  is  given  below, 
p.  16,  note  (8).  It  may  be  observed,  however,  in  this 
place,  that  an  archbishop  (to  whom  Alban  Butler 
refers)  understands  the  angelic  bearers  to  be  certain 


monks,  who  during  the  oppression  of  the  Saracens 
(in  the  eighth  century)  carried  the  remains  of  St 
Catharine  into  Arabia.  In  support  of  tliis  neolo- 
gical  interpretation,  he  remarks  that  the  monks 
were,  in  the  middle  ages,  frequently  called  '  angels,' 
and  their  habit  in  the  Greek  Church  a-xw"  "yy^- 
\lk6v — In  some  churches  a  festival  was  established 
to  commemorate  the  invention  of  the  body  on 
Mount  Sinai.  See  '  Acta  Sanctorum,'  Mali  Tom. 
III.  p.  187. 
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Grecian  literature  and  the  study  of  pliilosophy,  and  was  moreover  master  of  the  languages  of 
all  nations.  On  a  Grecian  festival  in  honour  of  the  idols,  she  was  moved  by  the  sight  of  so 
many  slaughtered  animals,  and  came  into  the  presence  of  Maximinus  and  expostulated  with 
him  in  these  words,  '  Why  hast  thou  left  the  living  God  to  worship  lifeless  idols  V  Whereupon 
the  emperor  gave  her  into  custody  and  punished  her  severely.  He  then  fetched  fifty  orators 
and  bade  them  reason  with  iEcaterina  and  confute  her,  adding,  '  If  ye  fail  to  overpower  her, 
I  shall  consign  every  one  of  you  to  the  flames.'  But  they,  seeing  themselves  vanquished  in 
the  contest  were  all  baptized  and  forthwith  burnt.    She,  on  the  contrary,  was  beheaded \" 

Such,  in  an  English  dress,  is  the  Legend  of  St  Catharine  which  was  received  by 
Eastern  Christendom  (for  all  we  know)  till  the  time  of  Simeon  Metaphrastes.  On 
comparing  it  with  the  English  Legend  before  recited,  we  shall  observe 

(1)  That  the  emperor  in  question  is  Maximinus  and  not  Maxentius.  Although  this 
reading  is  opposed  by  aU  the  other  Legends^,  it  is  unquestionably  to  be  preferred,  for 
Maxentius  had  never  any  command  in  Egypt  and  was  never  a  persecutor  of  Christianity, 
both  which  conditions  are  fulfilled  in  Galerius  Maximinus. 

(2)  That  no  mention  is  made  in  the  Greek  Menology,  either  of  the  wheel  or  wheels 
to  which  St  Catharine  is  elsewhere  said  to  have  been  attached. 

(8)  That  there  is  the  same  silence  respecting  the  translation  of  the  body  by  angels  to 
the  summit  of  mount  Sinai,  respecting  the  martyrdom  of  the  Queen,  Porphyrins  and  the 
eighty  (or  two  hundred)  knights,  and  the  slaughter  of  the  four  thousand  by-standers. 

It  would  be  as  tedious  as  unprofitable  to  state  at  length  the  variations  of  the  other 
Legends,  especially  of  the  Spanish  collection  by  Villegas.  I  may  mention,  however,  as 
of  some  antiquarian  interest,  that  the  single  wheel  by  which  St  Catharine  is  generally 
accompanied  does  not  express  the  whole  of  what  was  formerly  believed  as  to  the  nature  of 
her  punishment.  The  Roman  Breviary  (as  it  now  stands)  is  the  sole  authority  in 
favour  of  one  wheel,  for  others  speak  of  two'^  wheels  and  even  of  four.  The  Semi-Saxon 
Passion  contained  in  the  Appendix  will  be  found  very  minute  in  its  account  of  this 
matter,  as  indeed  of  every  other  connected  with  the  martyrdom.  It  describes  a  com- 
plicated machine  consisting  of  four  wheels,  every  one  set  round  with  sharp  blades  of  iron  : 
'  l^is  pinfule  gin  was  o  swuch  wise  i-ginet,  j^at  te  twa  turnden  eiSer  wiSward  oSer  ant 
anes  weis  ba^e ;  jJe  oSer  twa  turnden  anes  weis  alswa,  ah  to-jain  ]?e  oSre ;  swa  j^at 
hwen  J7e  twa  walden  kasten  upward  |?ing  J^at  ha  cahten,  J^e  oSre  walden  drahen  hit  ant 
dusten  dunewardes ;  se  grisliche  i-greiSet,  j^at  grure  grap  euch  mon  hwen  he  lokede 
l^ron.'  With  this  account  agrees  Simeon  Metaphrastes  in  the  main,  though  he  (or  his 
translator)  expressed  himself  more  vaguely.  Distinct  however  are  all  the  Legends  in 
their  mention  of  St  Catharine's  marvellous  liberation,  and  of  the  terrible  effects  which 
followed.    The  angel  of  the  Lord  had  no  sooner  broken  the  cords  by  which  she  was 


1  Vol.  I.  p.  213. 

^  The  error  was,  however,  corrected  at  the  re- 
formation of  the  Roman  Breviary  under  Pius  V., 
and  also  by  Cornelius  Grasius,  in  his  edition  of  the 
'Vitae  Sanctoruni,'  Colon.  Ag-rip.  1616. 

^  According  to  our  old  English  Legend,  the 
martyr  was  placed  between  two  wheels,  full  of 


sword-points,  of  which  one  turned  up  and  the 
other  down :  but  the  grand  painting  by  Gaudenzio 
Ferrari  (in  the  Brera  at  Milan)  represents  the 
spikes  as  set  at  right-angles  to  the  face  of  the 
wheels;  the  object  of  the  executioners  being  appa- 
rently to  push  them  closer  together  instead  of  turn- 
ing them,  as  in  other  cases. 

2—2 
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tied  down,  than  tlio  engine  spontaneously  fell  to  pieces,  and  the  wheels,  whirling  about 
in  a  most  unearthly  manner,  destroyed  four  thousand  unbelievers^  ! 

The  reader  is  now  entitled  to  demand  with  what  claims  the  above  Legends  are  put 
forward,  and  in  what  light  we  wish  them  to  be  regarded  ? — It  were  easy  enough  to  reply, 
that  they  are  a  tissue  of  deliberate  forgeries  which  obtained  circulation  under  cover  of 
the  '  dark  ages  but  on  the  other  hand,  we  should  hesitate  to  prefer  a  charge  of  fraud, 
where  the  results  can  be  explained  on  a  more  favourable  supposition.  May  we,  then, 
characterize  those  Legends  as  so  many  works  of  fiction,  like  certain  '  religious  novels'  of 
our  own  and  former  times ;  or  do  they  belong  to  that  class  of  writings,  which  if  not 
history,  may  at  least  be  denominated  historical  romances  ?  Tn  the  one  case,  the  author 
intended  his  story  to  be  no  more  than  a  vehicle  of  moral  teaching;  in  the  other,  the 
ground-work  of  the  story  was  real  (rested,  that  is,  on  accredited  facts  and  persons),  but 
drew  its  embellishments  from  his  own  imagination.  Now  I  submit  that  the  former 
hypothesis  is  untenable  and  unworthy  of  the  sober  critic  ;  for  although  it  affords  the 
shortest  solution  of  many  historical  difficulties,  it  does  so  by  cutting  through  a  knot 
which  ought  in  fairness  to  be  unravelled.  The  '  Legenda,'  as  the  word  impHes,  were 
publicly  read  with  a  religious  object,  were  embodied  in  Sermons  and  Service-Books  as 
portions  of  genuine  Church  History ;  and  we  naturally  shrink  from  the  idea  that  any  one 
would  sanction  in  such  a  way  what  was  professedly  mere  romanced  For  this  and 
similar  reasons  I  am  led  to  prefer  the  other  hypothesis,  viz.  that  we  may  generally 
expect  to  find  some  elements  of  truth  in  this  species  of  composition,  however  much  that 
truth  has  been  debased  by  the  subsequent  exaggerations  which  credulous  and  uncritical 
ages  have  confounded  with  it.  Our  remark  may  be  exemplified  in  the  story  of  St 
Catharine.  Some  have  denounced  the  whole  as  a  clumsy  fable,  because  the  later 
Legends  assign  her  martyrdom  to  Maxentius ;  an  emperor,  it  is  urged,  who  had  no 
command  in  Egypt,  and  was  never  once  in  Alexandria.  But  the  oldest  Legend,  as  we 
have  seen,  rectifies  this  error,  and  renders  the  story  so  far  credible,  by  making  the 
tyrant  Maximinus.  It  has  again  been  argued  that  the  mention  of  Costus,  a  Kiivj  of 
Alexandria,  proves  only  the  extreme  ignorance  of  the  fabricator :  but  the  oldest 
authority  interposes  a  second  vindication,  making  no  mention  whatever  of  Costus,  and 
calling  St  Catharine's  father  no  more  than  f^acriXlaKO's.  Unhappily  for  us,  however,  the 
hagiologists  themselves  refuse  this  kind  of  treatment,  by  maintaining  the  entire  truthful- 
ness of  their  narrations.  It  is  not  enough  if  we  admit  that  the  outline  is  correct ;  we 
must  yield  equal  credence  to  the  details  and  the  colouring.     When  Bellarmine  ventured 


'  Another  example  of  this  species  of  miracle  is 
recorded  in  the  Legend  of  St  Christina,  a  martyr 
in  the  Diocletian  persecution,  who  supplies  in  some 
other  respects  a  parallel  to  St  Catharina.  In  de- 
scribing the  torments  inflicted  on  her,  Ribadeneira 
has  the  following  passage  (quoted  in  Dr  Maitland's 
'Church  in  the  Catacombs,'  p.  IG'il,  2nd  ed.): 
"  Pater  indignatus  filiam  mox  in  ferream  jussit  agi 
rotam,  nonnihil  a  terra  elevatam,  sub  qua  prunas 


oleo  aspersas  curavit  apponi.  Non  tulit  banc  cru- 
delitatem  Deus,  qui  machinam  contrivit,  et  milk 
paganos  spectacuh  prcesentes  impiis  illis  ignibus 
involutos  occidit." 

e.  g.  We  can  scarcely  conceive  the  public  read- 
ing of  the  '  Loves  of  Theagenes  and  Chariclea,'  and 
other  com])ositions  of  the  Thessalian  bishop,  Helio- 
dorus:  although  their  tone  and  moral  are  highly 
Christian. 
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to  characterize  the  productions  of  Simeon  Metaphrastes  as  largely  indebted  to  his  own 
ingenuity,  as  statements  '  non  ut  res  gestse  fuerant,  sed  ut  geri  potuerant,'  the  impu- 
tation was  warmly  repelled  by  another  writer  of  the  Roman  communion,  who  seems  to 
have  shewn  successfully,  that  Simeon  believed  in  his  own  Martyrologies,  as  veritable 
history  throughout'. 

I  make  these  remarks,  not  with  the  idea  that  they  are  sufficient  to  determine 
so  great  a  question,  but  simply  to  assist  the  reader  in  estimating  what  has  gone  before. 
It  is  now  time  that  we  proceed  from  the  legendary  to  what  would  be  called  the  historical 
division  of  our  inquiry. 

II.  What  other  notices^  we  ask,  have  survived  resjyecting  St  Catharine  and  her 
martyrdom  ? 

The  authorities  above  consulted,  all  place  her  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century 
(for  that  is  the  age  both  of  Maxentius  and  Maximinus),  yet  the  earliest  of  these 
authorities,  the  Greek  Menology,  was  not  itself  compiled  before  the  time  of  the  first 
emperor  Basil,  who  died  in  886.  We  see,  therefore,  the  desirableness  of  procuring 
some  other  evidence,  more  nearly  contemporary  with  the  subject  to  whom  it  relates, 
and  consequently  of  greater  weight  in  fixing  our  belief. 

A  passage  in  Eusebius^  from  its  resemblance  to  the  foregoing  traditions,  has  been 
thought  an  allusion  to  the  self-same  person.  If  this  identity  can  be  established,  we  are 
at  once  on  firm  ground,  listening  to  an  historian  of  unquestionable  merit.  The  words 
of  Eusebius  may  be  rendered  thus :  "A  certain  Christian,  the  most  famous  and  most 
noble  of  all  the  ladies^  of  Alexandria,  when  the  rest  were  corrupted  by  the  tyrant, 
alone  vanquished  his  unbounded  lust  by  a  courage  the  most  manly.  She  was  illustrious 
by  reason  of  her  wealth  and  family  and  learning,  but  held  all  things  secondary  to  her 
virtue.  Maximinus  in  vain  assaulted  her,  but  his  affection  getting  the  better  of  his  fury, 
he  would  not  put  her  to  death,  although  she  was  willing  to  undergo  the  sentence.  He 
deprived  her,  however,  of  all  her  property,  and  sent  her  into  banishment." 

In  both  cases  the  date  is  about  a.d.  307;  both  are  ladies  of  Alexandria,  both  are 
rich,  learned  and  noble :  yet  in  Eusebius  no  name  is  added,  and  what  is  more,  the  lady 
spoken  of  by  him  is  said  to  have  been  only  banished.  Nor  is  this  all  :  they  who  would 
see  St  Catharine  in  the  pages  of  the  father  of  Church  History  have  a  yet  greater 
difficulty  to  encounter.  Rufinus  of  Aquileia  published  his  Latin  version  of  Eusebius 
about  the  year  400,  i.  e.  within  a  century  after  the  reign  of  Galerius  Maximinus.  In 
that  version,  among  other  interpolations,  Rufinus  gives  the  7iame  of  the  lady  in  question  : 
it  is  Dorothea,  and  not  Catharina.     To  set  aside  the  objections  hereby  introduced, 


^  See  Leo  Allatius,  de  Simeonum  Scriptis  Dia- 
triba,  pp.  43 — i7.  One  passage  from  Metaphrastes 
deserves  quotation,  where  he  is  expressing  his  fear 
lest  the  reader  should  be  startled  by  a  prodigious 
story  of  his  name-sake  Symeon  Stylites  the  elder. 
His  words  are, 'AXXa  hihoiKa  /xi)  rols  fiera  ravra 
fjLvdos  elvai  Bo^rj  rfjs  a.\r]6eias  yeyviJ,va>jj,evos, 
and  then  he  addsj  (fyikovcri  yap  avOpomoi  rfj  ^va-^i 


perpecv  to.  yivojxsva-  et  tis  toiv  avrfjs  opwv  ine- 
Keiva  \iyoLTO,  ^evBrjs  tols  tS)V  6elo3v  dpvijrois  o 
Xoyos  vopl^eraL. 

^  Hist.  Eccl.  lib.  viii.  c.  14. 

3  The  Greek  determines  nothing  as  to  the  age  of 
the  lady  in  question :  Movrj  yovv  rSyv  vno  tov  tv- 
pavvov  p€poL)((vpevQ>v,  Xpiariavr],  k.  t.  X. 
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liiironius '  would  proceed  as  follows :  Hecatorina  (as  he  writes  it)  was  the  name  borne  by 
St  Catharine  as  a  heathen  ;  Dorothea,  the  name  given  to  her  at  baptism.  The  reason 
of  the  change  might  be  in  her  case  as  in  others,  because  her  former  name  savoured  of 
pagan  superstitions,  Hecaterina  (according  to  him)  being  derived  from  Hecate.  As, 
however,  she  had  rendered  herself  illustrious  while  a  heathen,  the  old  name  continued  to 
be  applied  to  her  after  her  conversion. 

Now  besides  the  improbability  of  A'lKaTep'iva^  the  true  form,  having  any  connexion 
with  Hecate,  and  the  equal  improbability  that  such  a  name  would  be  retained  in  pre- 
ference to  the  Christian  name  of  Dorothea,  it  should  be  observed  that  the  western 
Church  has  long  appropriated  a  distinct  day  to  the  honour  of  the  latter,  viz.  the 
sixth  of  February,  while  it  has  commemorated  St  Catharine  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
November". 

As  if  in  distrust  of  his  own  harmony,  Baronius  next  endeavours  to  bring  discredit 
on  Rufinus,  asking  how  he  could  have  ascertained  a  name  of  which  Eusebius  was  quite 
ignorant?  Yet,  Rufinus  had  travelled  in  Egypt  and  might  have  easily  collected  ad- 
ditional information.  Baronius  then  proceeds  to  state  his  own  belief  (for  such  only  can 
it  be  regarded),  that  as  Eusebius  knew  so  little  of  the  lady  he  mentions,  he  might  also 
be  unacquainted  with  the  particulars  of  her  death.  After  her  banishment  (according  to 
the  same  hypothesis)  she  betook  herself  to  the  mountains  of  Arabia,  the  common  refuge 
of  Alexandrian  Christians  in  time  of  persecution.  Thither  (adds  Baronius)  the  unsated 
vengeance  of  the  tyrant  pursued  her,  and  being  discovered  on  mount  Sinai,  she  was 
carried  back  to  Alexandria,  and  there  suffered  martyrdom  ^  It  is  only  fair  to  mention, 
how  the  Roman  annalist*  and  after  him  Tillemont  lament  that  Eusebius  has  not  said 
more  of  St  Catharine  and  that  the  '  Acts'  have  not  said  less,  truth  being  constantly 
brought  into  suspicion  by  these  legendary  admixtures. 

The  above  is,  I  believe,  all  the  evidence,  in  any  degree  contemporary,  which  is 
known  to  survive  respecting  St  Catharine.  If  in  the  judgment  of  the  reader,  her 
identity  with  the  lady  in  Eusebius  be  made  out,  it  follows  that  she  lived  in  the  time  of 
Galerius  Maximinus^  and  about  the  year  307  was  the  object  of  his  brutal  violence. 
If  this  identity  be  not  established,  the  question  must  continue  in  suspense,  till  more 


'  Aimal.  Eccl.  Tom.  iii.  ad  an.  307,  xxxi. 

^  This  argument,  however,  is  not  quite  conclu- 
sive, for  the  same  saint  elsewhere  has  two  days 
assigned  him  by  the  Roman  Martyrology.  Le 
Quien  (Oriens  Christianus,  Vol.  ii.  p.  621)  admits 
that  Theodore,  bishop  of  Ptolemais,  celebrated  on 
the  26th  of  March,  and  Theodore,  bishop  of  Cy- 
rene,  celebrated  on  the  4th  of  July,  are  the  same 
person. 

^  Raynolds,  in  his  treatise  'De  Roman.  Eccl. 
Idololatria,'  (lib.  i.  c.  v.  Oxon.  1696),  examines  at 
length  the  arguments  adduced  by  Baronius  in 
favour  of  St  Catharine.  He  denies  her  existence 
altogether.  In  the  same  tone  Basnage,  after  avow- 
ing his  design  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  saints, 
endeavours  to  shew  that  St  Catharine,  '  so  far  from 


having  a  place  in  heaven,  subsists  only  in  the  ima- 
gination of  her  votaries.'  Histoire  de  I'Eglise,  pp 
1055,  1056. 

The  language  of  Baronius  is  striking  :  "  Cum 
doleamus  ab  Eusebio  prffitei-missa,  magis  angimur 
ab  incerto  Authore,  quo  fusius,  eo  minus  fideliter 
quam  par  est.  Acta  ejusdem  nobilissimse  Martyris 
fuisse  conscripta.  Prtestat  namque  in  rebus  Mai-ty- 
rum  alioi-umque  sanctorum  multa  desiderari  quam 
omni  ex  parte  niitantia  plurima  cumulari." 

•''  He  received  the  government  of  the  East  as  the 
colleague  of  Constantius  (?  our  Costus)  in  May, 
805.  In  the  following  year  he  visited  Alexandria, 
and  condemned  to  death  the  two  Christian  Au- 
gustals,  Mennas  and  Hermogenes,  besides  commit- 
ting other  barbarities. 
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cogent  proofs  have  been  discovered ;  and  in  this  verdict  concur  no  less  names  than 
Bolland',  Ruinart^,  Tilleniont^,  and  Pagi^ 

So  long  as  we  allow  the  above  passage  of  Eusebius  to  be  doubtful,  we  cannot  of 
course  reason,  as  some  have  done,  from  his  silence  respecting  St  Catharine.  At  the 
same  time,  it  must  be  confessed  that  this  argument,  when  derived  from  the  silence  of 
other  authors  is  very  powerful  and  perplexing.  There  are  many  of  the  fourth  and 
following  centuries  who  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  mention  the  object  of  our 
research,  who  yet  write  as  though  they  had  not  been  acquainted  even  with  her  name. 
The  difficulty  which  this  consideration  presents  was  first  urged  by  a  German  chronicler, 
Gobelinus  Persona^,  who  died  about  the  year  1420.  His  strictures  were  reproduced  in 
the  sixteenth  century  by  the  learned  George  Cassander,  who  commenced  a  Scholium'^  on 
a  certain  Hymn  '  de  S.  Catharina'  after  the  following  manner  :  "  Hujus  Hymni  auetorem 
recentiorem  esse  necesse  est,  nam  ante  annos,  ut  plurimum,  trecentos  Latinis  Catharinas 
nomen  non  innotuit ;  ne  Grsecis  quidem,  unde  ad  Latinos  ejus  cultus  pervenit,  multo 
ante  cognita  fuisse  videtur."  He  then  mentions  several  authorities  from  which  the 
absence  of  St  Catharine  is  quite  inexplicable,  adding  in  a  hopeless  tone,  "  Quod  si  quis 
comperti  aliquid  de  hac  re  adferre  possit,  magnam  sane  apud  me  et  rerum  ecclesias- 
ticarum  studiosos  initurus  est  gratiam."  It  will  be  seen,  however,  from  what  has 
preceded,  as  well  as  from  evidence  hereafter  to  be  adduced,  that  Cassander  was  much 
mistaken  as  to  the  time  when  St  Catharine  began  to  be  illustrious.  Her  reputation 
was  established  long  before  the  thirteenth  century,  although  in  the  interval  between  the 
fourth  and  the  ninth,  no  trace  of  her  has  been  hitherto  detected.  I  make  this  statement 
because  the  justice  of  the  case  requires  it,  not  because  I  would  evade  the  force  of 
Cassander's  argument  taken  altogether.  The  silence  of  many  writers  under  such  cir- 
cumstances is,  to  say  the  least,  suspicious  ;  for  if  St  Catharine  were  the  person  which  the 
Legends  make  her,  no  one  would  be  more  conspicuous  among  the  Eastern  martyrs,  no 
one  would  be  more  likely  to  have  fixed  the  interest  of  the  hagiologist  and  historian. 
After  Eusebius,  who  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  inquiry,  we  should  naturally  consult, 
in  the  first  instance,  a  writer  like  Heraclides.     He  was  ordained  deacon  by  St  Chry- 


^  Acta  Sanctorum  in  Febr.  vi. 
Acta  Martyrum,  a.d.  303. 

"  Memoires  Eccles.  Tome  v.  p.  448. 

"*  Ad  Baron,  a.d.  307,  xvi.  The  Archbishop  of 
Paris  and  a  committee  of  divines  went  much  far- 
ther :  for  on  their  revision  of  the  Paris  Breviary  in 
the  year  1680,  St  Catharine  was  summarily  ejected. 
Vid.  Menag.  Hist.  Mul.  Philosoph.  p.  493. 

■>  Cosmodromium,  .ffitat.  vi.  c.  xv.  ed.  Meibom. 
Francofurt.  1599.  His  argument  was  repeated  in 
1472  by  Nicolas  Clopper,  a  Canon-Regular,  in  the 
'  Florarium  Temporum.' 

"  Opp.  Paris.  1G16,  pp.  277,  278.  He  quotes 
also  from  an  iinknown  writing,  "  quod  de  ortu  S. 
Catharinae  inscribitur,  in  quo  et  prseclara  ilia  his- 
toria  de  Costo,  a  civitate  Costnitz  denominato,  et  in 
regera  Graeciee  creato  memoratur.  Ait  enim  scriptor 


ille  in  hunc  modum,  'Et  illud  (inquit)  est  inventum 
per  Joannera  vicesimum  secundum  in  Chronica  Grae- 
corum,  et  de  beata  Catharina  in  Martyrologio  posi- 
tum;'  unde  colligitur,  a  temporibus  Joannis  vice- 
simi  secundi,  qui  illud  primus  Martyrologiis  inseruit, 
et  nomen  Catharinae  nostris  hominibus  innotuisse, 
et  ab  eo  tempore  cultum  et  venerationem  ejus 
coepisse."  Cassander  thinks  it  probable  that  the 
whole  story  is  due  to  the  monastery  of  mount 
Sinai,  an  abbot  of  which  is  reported  to  have  fetched 
the  body  of  St  Catharine  from  Alexandria,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  revelation  from  heaven.  In  one  of  his 
Epistles  (xiii.  p.  1093),  where  the  subject  is  re- 
sumed, he  appears  to  adopt  a  different  tone,  express- 
ing himself  stUl  ready  to  hear  any  thing  either 
certain  or  probable  which  might  be  adduced  in 
favour  of  St  Catharine. 
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sostom,  A.  D.  399  \  and  would  thus  be  removed  only  one  generation  from  the  date  of 
St  Catharine's  martyrdom.  It  was,  moreover,  a  main  object  of  his  '  Paradisus'  to 
commemorate  the  virtues  '  feminarum  provectarum  atque  honestarum,  ac  spirituaHum 
matrum,  quae  virili  perfectoque  sensu,  ad  exemplura  amoremque  divinum  eorum  qui  de- 
siderant  continentias  ac  pudiciti{3e  redimiri  coronis,  cum  insigni  abstinentia  finiere  cer- 
tamina^.'  Lastly,  the  author  was  occupied  with  the  lives  of  Egijptian  saints,  and 
recounts  numerous  examples  of  heroism  among  the  Christians  of  Alexandria  ',  with 
whom  he  seems  to  have  resided  for  a  period  of  nine  years.  Yet  nowhere  does  he  throw 
any  light  upon  the  subject  of  this  paper,  either  by  direct  testimony  to  her  sanctity  or 
allusion  to  her  person. 

I  now  proceed  from  what  is  at  the  best  dim  and  dubious  to  more  positive  notices  of 
St  Catharine.  Fleury'  expresses  an  opinion,  that  the  first  recorded  instance  of  any 
religious  honour  being  paid  to  her,  occurs  in  the  tenth  century.  In  his  account  of  Paul  of 
Latra,  a  famous  anchoret,  who  died  a.  d.  956,  it  is  stated^  that  one  of  the  feasts  observed 
by  him  with  especial  rejoicing  was  the  feast  of  St  ^caterina,  martyr.  The  historian 
then  adds,  '  C'est  la  preuve  la  plus  ancienne  que  Ton  trouve  de  son  culte".'  Without 
questioning  the  anecdote,  we  may  impeach  the  accuracy  of  the  accompanying  statement ; 
for  the  '  Menologium  Basilianum,"'  which  was  in  all  probability  compiled  about  the  year 
880,  expressly  assigns  to  her  honour  the  25th  of  November.  And  if  we  may  assume 
that  the  Calendar  was  rather  enlarged  and  illustrated  than  arranged  for  the  first  time 
(which  is  no  unreasonable  assumption),  it  is  quite  possible  that  Catharine  had  a  place 
among  the  saints  even  before  the  ninth  century". 

A  second  notice  of  her  in  Fleury  is  extremely  interesting.  He  tells  us  that  she 
became  first  known  in  France  about  the  year  1080,  under  the  following  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. Simeon  of  Treves,  after  many  wanderings  in  different  countries,  had 
entered  a  monastery  at  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai \     Being  a  person  of  credit  and 


^  Faljricii  BMioth.  Grteca,  Tom.  ix.  p.  16. 

^  See  the  dedication  prefixed  to  the  Paris  ed. 
1503. — I  may  mention  also  in  this  place,  that  the 
name  of  St  Catharine  is  not  found  in  the  -3ithiopic 
Calendar,  printed  hy  Ludolf,  nor  in  the  '  Kalen- 
darium  Eccles.  Constantinopol.'  proved  by  the  editor 
Moi-celli  to  he  earlier  than  740. 

■''  e-  g.  the  Virgin  Potamia?na,  cap.  i. ;  an  anony- 
mous Virgin  of  Alexandria,  cap.  ii. ;  Macarius,  a 
presbyter  of  that  city,  cap.  vi. 
Hist.  Eccl.  liv.  LV.  s.  52. 

The  autliority  for  this  statement  is  an  anony- 
mous Greek  writer,  whose  life  of  the  hermit,  Paul, 
was  found  in  the  Sforzian  Library  at  Rome.  In  a 
translation  made  for  the  use  of  Baronius  we  have 
the  following  passage :  "  Aliomm  quidem  Sancto- 
rum memorife  hilaritatis  ansam  Paulo  dabant ; 
martyris  vero  JEcaterinre  non  solum  voluptate  sanc- 
tum replebat,  sed  propemodum  exultatione  et  tri- 
pudio." 

In  like  manner  Tillemont  (v.  448)  :  '  Je  pense 


qu'on  ne  trouve  pas  que  les  Grecs  aient  parle  de 
Ste.  Catherine  avant  le  x  siecle.' 

Unfortunately  Notker's  '  Martyrologium,'  a.d. 
894,  (printed  in  Canisius,  Vol.  ii.  Part  3),  wants  the 
portion  which  would  be  interesting  to  us.  We  may 
also  regret  that  an  Arabic  'Martyrium'  of  St  Catha- 
rine mentioned  by  Asseman  (Biblioth.  Orient.  Tom. 
III.  Part.  1,  p.  286)  is  not  within  our  reach. 

The  monastery  on  mount  Sinai,  connected 
with  the  memory  of  St  Catharine,  traces  back  to 
a  high  antiquity.  Communities  of  ascetics  were 
established  on  that  mountain  in  the  fourth  century. 
The  present  convent  is  ascribed  with  great  proba- 
bility to  Justinian,  who  caused  it  to  be  erected  in 
the  year  527.  The  site  which  it  occupies  is  far 
below  the  summit  of  the  mountain  within  a  strong 
fortress.  (Dr  Robinson's  'Researches,'  Vol.  i.  pp. 
184,  185).  When  the  mountain  received  its  name, 
Jehel  Kutherhi,  cannot  be  discovered,  nor  is  there 
any  distmct  evidence  as  to  the  date  when  the  relics 
(supposed  genuine)  were  brought  down  to  their 
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moreover  master  of  five  languages,  he  was  sent  to  Rouen  to  receive  an  alms  which  was 
given  to  that  monastery  from  year  to  year  by  Richard  II.  duke  of  Normandy.  After 
a  narrow  escape  from  pirates  and  numerous  other  adventures,  Simeon  arrived  at  Rouen, 
but  ascertained  to  his  great  discomfort  that  duke  Richard  was  no  more,  and  that 
the  alms  was  not  forthcoming.  The  monk  took  up  his  lodgings  at  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  named  Gosselin,  whom  he  ere  long  persuaded  to  build  a  monastery  on  the 
hill  close  by  Rouen.  There  he  deposited  certain  relics  of  St  Catharine,  which  he  had 
brought  with  him  from  the  east.  '  This  church,'  says  Fleury,  '  has  preserved  the  name, 
and  it  was  then,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  St  Catharine  began  to  he  known  in  France.'' 

We  come  now  to  the  last  stage  of  our  inquiry,  What  are  the  earliest  notices  of 
St  Catharine  in  the  records  of  English  history  ? 

The  only  trace,  which  I  have  been  able  to  discover  in  Anglo-Saxon  times,  occurs  in 
the  '  Martyrology'  ascribed  to  Bede.  At  the  end  of  the  '  vii.  Kalend.  Decemb.'  devoted 
to  St  Peter,  bishop  of  Alexandria,  is  this  sentence,  '  Eodem  die  passio  S.  Catharinoi 
virginis  et  martyris  Christi  et  aliorum.'  On  further  examination,  however,  it  appears 
that  the  Martyrology,  if  in  substance  Bede's,  has  received  large  additions  from  later 
hands  ^  The  paragraph  in  question  is  the  last  of  a  long  notice  of  St  Peter  of 
Alexandria,  and  is  quite  disconnected  from  all  that  precedes  it.  In  the  absence  of 
other  allusions  to  St  Catharine,  and  especially  from  the  omission  of  her  name^  in  Latin 


present  resting-place.  It  is,  however,  certain  that 
the  convent  subsequently  came  into  repute  by  the 
institution  of  a  military  order  called  The  Knights  of 
St  Catharine.  It  was  founded,  according  to  some,  in 
1063  or  10G7,  while  others  deny  its  existence  before 
the  twelfth  century.  The  Knights  observed  the  rule 
of  Saint  Basil,  and  were  entirely  of  the  Greek  com- 
munion. The  ground-colour  of  their  outer  dress 
was  white,  on  wliich  were  delineated  the  instruments 
of  martyi-dom,  viz.  a  half- wheel  armed  with  spikes 
and  a  sword  stained  with  blood.  Their  main  busi- 
ness was  to  protect  pilgiims,  who  now  began  to 
flock  from  all  quarters  to  worship  at  St  Catharine's 
tomb.  (See  '  Histoire  des  Ordres  Religieux,'  Tome 
I.  pp.  274,  275 ;  a  Paris,  1714).  One  of  the  earliest 
travellers  who  describes  the  relics  and  shrine  of  St 
Catharine,  is  our  own  Sir  John  Maundeville,  about 
the  year  1322.  (See  'Early  Travels  in  Palestine,' 
Bohn's  Ed.  p.  158).  A  few  years  later,  we  have 
another  circumstantial  account  by  William  de  Bal- 
densel  (in  '  Canisii  Thesaur.  Monument.'  Vol.  iv.  p. 
344;  ed.  Basnage).  Pococke,  after  describing  the 
convent  church  (which  is  purely  basilican),  supplies 
us  with  the  following  information,  "  On  a  partition 
between  the  high  altar  and  the  church,  is  a  marble 
chest  adorned  with  reliefs  of  foHages,  in  wliich  are 
preserved  the  relics  of  St  Catharine.  Among  them 
is  the  skull,  which  probably  is  imperfect,  because  it 
is  not  taken  out,  and  the  left  hand  very  perfect, 
having  on  the  fingers  several  rings,  and  is  adorned 
3 


with  pearls."  Travels,  p.  150.  The  shrine  is  still 
shewn  to  modern  pilgrims. 

^  Vid.  Cave,  Hist.  Liter,  sub  '  Beda,'  and  Tille- 
mont.  Tome  v.  p.  761.  GobeUnus  Persona  expressly 
states  that  in  his  time  (about  1400),  there  was  no 
allusion  to  St  Catharine  either  in  Eusebius,  Jerome, 
or  Bede.  Vid.  Cosmodrom.  ^tat.  vi.  c.  xv. 

^  It  does  not  appear  in  the  Calendar  discovered 
by  Mabillon,  date  a.d.  483,  (Vet.  Analect.  p.  163, 
Paris,  1723) ;  nor  in  one  published  by  D'Achery, 
Spicilegium,  Tom.  x.  p.  141,  date  about  826 ;  nor 
in  a  metrical  version  of  Bede's  Martyrohgy,  ibid.  p. 
129;  nor  in  the  Martyrologium  of  Rabanus,  a.d. 
855,  (in  Canisius,  Tom.  ii.  Part  2) ;  nor  in  Aid- 
helm,  De  Laude  Virginitatis,  about  680,  although  the 
most  illustrious  virgins  are  commemorated  by  name. 
St  Peter  of  Alexandria  stiU  retained  his  place  (vii. 
Kalend.  Decern.)  ia  the  Calendar  given  by  Hamp- 
son.  Vol.  I.  p.  418,  date  about  970;  and  St  Catharine 
is  not  mentioned.  Neither  does  any  trace  of  her 
occur  in  an  Anglo-Saxon  Calendar,  not  later  than 
860  (in  Hickes,  Thesaurus,  Vol.  ii.  pp.  186,  seqq.); 
nor  in  a  '  Menologium  Poeticum,'  not  later  than 
990  (Ibid.  Vol.  i.  p.  203) ;  nor  in  the  '  Anglo-Saxon 
Ritual,'  published  by  the  Surtees  Society,  1840.  It 
should,  however,  be  stated,  that  in  a  Calendar  of 
Normanno-Saxon  character  (Hampson,  Vol.  i.  p. 
432),  we  meet  with  '  S'ce  Caterine  uir.]  mar.'  This 
is  assigned  by  Dr  Hickes  to  the  year  1031,  which  is 
very  nearly  the  same  year  when  St  Catharine  was 
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and  Anglo-Saxon  Calendars,  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  she  was  unknown  in 
Enf^land  for  at  least  seven  centuries  after  the  date  assigned  to  her  martyrdom.  The 
sentence  in  Bede's  '  Martyrology'  might  have  been  inserted  at  a  time  when  she  was 
beginning  to  emerge  from  obscurity :  for  it  is  a  singular  fact,  well  attested,  that  the  25th 
of  November  had  long  been  entitled  '  St  Peter  of  Alexandria,'  whereas  when  St  Catha- 
rine came  into  general  reputation,  her  name  rapidly  took  the  lead  of  several  other 
saints  commemorated  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  end  Peter  of  Alexandria  fell  into  his 
present  position,  the  26th  of  November'. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  it  is  unquestionable  that  St 
Catharine  meets  us  as  soon  as  we  have  entered  on  iinglo-Norman  history.  She  had  been 
for  some  time  established  in  Rouen,  and  would  naturally  obtain  a  free  passage  among  the 
crowd  of  ecclesiastics  who  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  Conqueror.  Nor  were  other 
reasons  wanting  which  might  conspire  to  crown  such  a  saint  with  more  than  usual  honour. 
Her  death,  full  of  the  marvellous  and  heroic,  would  be  a  favourite  theme  for  the  fancy 
of  the  many ;  while  the  eloquence  and  wisdom,  whereby  she  had  confounded  the  un- 
believers, made  her  a  fit  protectress  of  Cliristian  philosophy.  The  sgavants  of  Paris  ^ 
seem  to  have  been  the  first  to  place  themselves  under  her  patronage,  and  their  example 
was  followed  in  all  quarters,  in  proportion  as  the  spirit  of  literature  revived  and  gave  rise 
to  the  universities  and  monastic  schools. 


introduced  at  Rouen.  Yet  iii  another  Calendar 
(Hampson,  i.  445),  which  ranges  between  the  years 
978  and  1097,  the  25th  of  November  contains  'Hie 
obiit  Wulfwinn  mat.  .ffilfwini  abb.'  Perhaps  Dr 
Hickes  has  antedated  the  former  Calendar  by  a  few 
years.  It  should  also  be  stated  that  a  notice  of  St 
Catharine,  similar  to  that  in  Bede's  Martyrology 
occurs  in  the  Martyrology  of  Ado,  Archbishop  of 
Vienne,  who  died  a.d.  875  ;  but  we  concur  in  the 
supposition  of  Tillemont,  that  this  passage,  as  well 
as  the  one  in  Bede,  was  added  by  some  later  hand 
(Mem.  V.  761).  The  same  remark  applies  to  a 
notice  in  Usuard  s  '  Martyrologium,'  ed.  Molanus; 
for  the  Bollandists  admit  that  the  oldest  MSS.  are 
altogether  silent  respecting  her.  Acta  Sanct.  Jun. 
Tom.  VII.  p.  G98. 

^  Vid.  Acta  Sanctorum,  Junii  Tom.  vii.  p.  699. 
Among  the  Greeks  it  would  seem  that  St  Mercurius 
also  formerly  took  the  lead  of  St  Catharine  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  November.  (Ibid.  Mali  Tom.  i. 
Liii.)  There  is,  however,  much  diversity  in  the 
various  Calendars  as  to  the  order  of  the  Saints  com- 
memorated. See  Asseman, '  Kalendar.Eccl.Univers.' 
Vol.  V.  p.  375.  Once  only  (in  addition  to  the  ex- 
ample in  p.  6)  do  we  find  St  Catharine  at  the 
twenty-fourth  of  November,  viz.  in  the  'Epheme- 
rides  Moscorum,'  where  it  is  worth  remarking  the 
name  is  written  EKATEPINA.  She  is  crowned  in 
the  accompanying  figure,  and  holds  a  sword  in  her 
right  hand  and  a  toothed-wheel  in  her  left.  (Acta 
Sanctorum,  Mali  Tom.  i.) 


^  Menage,  Hist.  Mulier.  Philosopharam,  p.  492. 
An  indication  of  this  her  special  pre-eminence  may 
be  seen  in  the  following  passage  from  Brand  s  '  Po- 
pular Antiquities,'  Vol.  i.  p.  197.  ed.  ElUs  : 
'  Saint  Barbara  lookes  that  none  without  the  body 

of  Christ  doe  dye ; 
Saint  Cathern  favours  learned  men  and  gives  them 

wisedome  hye. 
And  teacheth  to  resolue  the  doubtes,  and  alwayes 

giveth  ayde 

Unto  the  scolding  sophister  to  make  his  reason 
stayde.' 

Among  the  Orations  of  the  learned  Martin  Crusius, 
we  have  one  '  De  D.  Catharina,  PhilosopliiiB  habita 
Preside,'  Basil.  1566,  pp.  68—84.  He  beUeves  that 
St  Catharine  was  no  more  than  a  Minerva  of  the 
Christians,  created  by  some  poetical  genius  at  the  time 
when  the  Emperor  Julian  forbade  them  to  make 
use  of  pagan  authors.  "  Hinc  verisimile  est  fluxisse 
narrationem  de  D.  Georgio  et  regia  Virgme,  ad 
imitationem  Persei  et  Andromedse ;  S.  Christophori, 
ad  imitationem  Cyclopis  Euripidei ;  sic  etiam  narra- 
tionem de  D.  Catharina,  ad  imitationem  Grceree  Mi- 
nervcE."  He  illustrates  this  parallel  at  great  length, 
remarking  towards  the  end,  "  Unde  et  hoc  sequitur, 
hunc  martyiis  hujus  diem,  a  bonarum  artium  egre- 
giarumque  scientiarum  magistris,  piis  cogitationi- 
bus  quotannis  recte  celebrari."  An  Oration  of  a 
very  different  character '  in  Laudem  D.  .Silcatherinie, 
is  contained  among  the  works  of  Osorius,  the  Jesuit, 
Tom.  IV.  ed.  Rom.  1592. 
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The  actual  circumstances,  under  which  she  is  introduced  to  us  on  this  side  the 
Channel,  are  curious  in  more  points  than  one.  The  mastership  of  the  school  at  St 
Alban's  being  vacant,  an  offer  of  it  was  made,  about  the  year  1100,  to  one  Geoffrey  de 
Gorram,  or  Gorham,  a  Norman  of  high  reputation  for  learning.  He  seems,  however, 
not  to  have  been  forward  in  accepting  the  invitation,  for  on  his  arrival  the  school  was 
given  to  another.  Geoffrey,  hereupon,  lectured  at  Dunstable,  waiting  for  the  next 
vacancy  at  St  Alban's,  and  composed  meanwhile  a  play  or  miracle,  called  '■Lucius  Sanctce 
Catharince.'  After  its  completion,  he  borrowed  a  number  of  copes  from  the  sacrist  of 
the  neighbouring  abbey  of  St  Alban's,  and  dressing  out  his  own  scholars,  exhibited  (we 
believe)  the  first  theatrical  piece  recorded  in  English  history  ^ 

From  this  period  St  Catharine  speedily  became  popular  in  all  parts  of  England ;  and 
as  existing  foundations^  spare  us  the  trouble  of  much  further  research,  I  shall  con- 
clude this  Paper  by  a  notice  which  occurs  in  Gervase  of  Canterbury^.  The  date 
is  A.  D.  1186. 

It  appears  that  Archbishop  Baldwin  (in  the  series  second  from  Becket)  was  con- 
templating the  erection  of  a  collegiate  church,  outside  the  town  of  Canterbury,  which 
might  serve  as  an  establishment  for  the  secular  clergy,  whom  he  had  been  led  to 
patronize,  and  also  as  a  place  for  consecrations  and  other  metropolitical  functions. 
Armed  with  the  royal  assent,  and  anxious  to  complete  his  arrangements  before  Christ- 
mas, the  archbishop  hastened  towards  Canterbury,  having  conducted  his  negociations  so 
secretly,  that  the  monks,  his  enemies,  were  quite  ignorant  of  his  purpose.  A  project, 
likely  to  lower  the  dignity  of  the  regulars,  called  for  special  assistance  :  the  friends  of 
the  monastery,  within  and  without,  needed  a  strong  stimulus  to  exertion,  and  accordingly 
succour  the  most  effective  came  in  most  opportunely.  "  For,"  proceeds  our  story, 
"  while  the  monks  were  taking  a  little  rest  on  the  night  of  St  Catharine,  after  the 
matin-lauds  (post  laudes  matutinas),  there  stood  by  one  of  them,  who  was  a  youth  of 
good  parts  and  a  Levite,  a  person  of  venerable  aspect,  clothed  in  white,  calling  to  him, 
'  Andrew,  Andrew,  Andrew,  John' — for  the  youth  had  two  names,  one  given  him  at 
baptism,  the  other  on  making  his  profession.  Starting,  as  it  seemed,  from  sleep,  he 
asked  his  visitor,  '  My  lord,  what  wilt  thou  V — for  he  thought  within  himself  that  it 
was  St  Thomas.  '  Arise,  and  come  with  me,'  quoth  the  saint,  who  thereupon  led  the 
way  out  of  the  dormitory,  and  entered  the  choir  of  the  church.  At  that  moment  the 
monks  seemed  to  be  assembled  in  congregation,  all  looking  very  doleful  and  sitting  in 
great  anguish  of  heart.  The  approach  of  St  Thomas  was  no  sooner  perceived,  than  they 
seemed  all  to  rise  from  their  seats,  and  to  bow  head  and  body  in  adoration.  Our  young 
monk  was  advancing  to  his  own  seat,  but  the  saint  turned  round  upon  him,  and  taking 
him  by  the  sleeve,  said  unto  him  '  Follow  me.'  They  proceeded  to  the  tower  contiguous 
to  the  choir  and  in  the  midst  thereof,  the  monk  descried,  to  his  wonderment  and  horror, 
a  machine  great  and  very  terrible — a  tvheel,  namely,  of  immense  size,  emitting  flames  of 


1  See  Matt.  Paris.  Vit.  Abbat.  S.  Alban.  p.  56, 
and  Dugdale's  Monasticon,  Vol.  ii.  p.  184.  new  ed. 

^  One  of  the  earliest  was  the  Royal  Hospital 
and  Church  of  St  Katharine,  London,  founded  by 


Matilda,  the  wife  of  King  Stephen,  a.  d.  1148.  See 
Nichols'  History  of  it. 

'  Apud  Scriptores  x.  col.  1481. 
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sulphur.  '  Behold  a  Catharine  wheel T  cried  the  saint,  'larger  too  than  the  original, 
and  threatening  this  house  with  far  greater  ruin."'" 

The  wheel,  it  need  scarcely  be  added,  with  all  its  circumstances  of  terror,  was 
made  to  symbolize  Baldwin's  invasion  of  the  privileges  of  the  monks. 


I  abstain  from  summing  up  the  evidence  already  submitted  to  the  reader,  because 
I  wish  him  to  draw  his  own  conclusion  '  sine  odio  et  sine  dilectione.'  It  is,  moreover, 
possible,  that  further  notices  of  St  Catharine  may  yet  be  discovered,  enabling  us  to 
speak  more  positively  as  to  her  origin,  or  at  least  tending  to  abate  the  suspicions, 
which  our  present  stock  of  information  is  calculated  to  excite.  We  cannot  argue, 
like  writers  of  the  Roman  communion,  that  her  existence  and  sanctity  are  alike  esta- 
blished by  miracles',  alleged  to  have  been  wrought  at  her  intercession  even  down  to 
our  own  days ;  but  we  may  hold  ourselves  ready  to  weigh  any  additional  proofs  from 
history,  that  there  was  in  the  fourth  century  an  Alexandrian  Virgin,  who  sacrificed 
not  only  her  property  but  her  life,  for  the  sake  of  our  holy  religion. 

'  It  is  said  that  Joan  of  Arc  was  an  ardent  I  communicated  with  her  in  visions.    See  Monstier, 
votary  of  St  Catharine,  and  undertook  her  patriotic    Sacrum  Gynecfeum,  p.  470,  Paris,  1657- 
mission  at  the  bidding  of  our  Saint,  who  frequently  ' 
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^mu^axon  Hcgenb  of      ©atj^arine  of  ainantin'a. 

(From  a  MS.  in  the  Cotton  Library,  Titus  d.  xviii.  fol.  133.) 

[This  Legend  may  be  assigned  to  the  early  part  of  the  13th  century.  It  is  here  printed  continuously, 
like  an  ordinary  prose  composition ;  in  which  form  we  find  it  in  the  MSS.  At  the  same  time,  the 
alliterative  style  in  many  portions,  and  the  rhythm  and  cadence  which  pervade  the  whole,  are  conclusive 
proofs  that  the  structure  was  originally  metrical.  The  dots  or  points,  by  which  Anglo-Saxon  verse  is 
mainly  distinguishable,  have  disappeared  or  been  misplaced  through  the  negligence  of  the  scribes ;  on 
which  account,  as  well  as  for  greater  distinctness,  the  sentences  are  now  broken  into  their  subordinate 
clauses  by  the  use  of  modern  punctuation.  This  step  of  course  involves  the  Editor  in  some  responsibility  ; 
but  he  has  derived  both  help  and  confidence  from  the  collation  of  the  Latin  Legend. 

The  various  readings  supplied  by  the  other  Semi-Saxon  MS.  are,  comparatively  speaking,  of  little 
moment.  Those  only  are  here  made  use  of  which  throw  light  upon  the  meaning.  The  orthographical  pe- 
culiarities, which  are  numerous,  betray  the  dialect  of  the  transcriber :  e.g.  little,  dude,  wMnde,  wwlt,  where 
u  takes  the  place  of  i:  biworen,  steSelwest,  uet,  where  u  is  equivalent  to/:  lefdi,  wemin,  werien,  etstutte, 
where  we  have  e  instead  of  a  :  the  infinitive  termination  en  is  nearly  always  in  ;  the  final  d  is  very  fre- 
quently t)  as  in  weouei,  geont,  i-fon<.  Besides  these,  there  are  other  varieties  which  seem  to  claim  a 
somewhat  greater  antiquity  for  the  text  of  the  King's  MS.  Thus  it  retains  the  dual  forms  of  the 
pronouns,  wit  =  we  two,  and  unc  =  you  two ;  the  final  n  of  the  infinitive  and  the  final  t  of  the  2nd  sing. 
Indie,  pres.,  both  of  which  are  often  dropped  in  the  Titus  MS. :  it  also  preserves  i  in  the  3rd  plur.  where 
the  other  MS.  reads  n,  and  uses  \ie  as  a  relative  where  the  other  has  \>at.'2 

Constantin  ant  Maxence  weren  on  a  time  as  in  Keiseres  stude  hehest  in  Rome. 
Ah  Constantin  ferde,  )mrh  ])e  burh-menne  rea"S,  into  Fronc-londe,  ant  wunede  sum 
hwile  )?ear  for  |7e  burh  nede :  ant  Maxence  steorede  ]>e  refschipe  in  Rome.  Weox 
umbe  hwile  weorre  ham  bitwenen,  ant  comen  to  fihte.  Was  Maxence  ouercumen,  ant 
fleah  into  Ahxandre.  Constentin  walde  after  ant  warpen  him  l^eonne.  Ah  se  wide 
him  wex  weorre  on  euch  half,  ant  nomeliche  in  a  londe  Ylirie  het^  ]>Sit  tear  he 
atstutte.  Da  Maxence  herde  |>is,  j^at  he  was  of  him  siker  ant  of  his  cume  careles, 
war's  king  of  |?at  lond,  J>at  lei  into  Rome,  as  diden  meast  alle  ]>e  o"Sre  of  worlde. 
Bigon  anan  ase  wod  wulf  to  werren  hali  Chirche,  ant  drahen  Cristene  men,  ]->e  lut  )?at 
ter  weren,  alle  to  hea^endom,  hea'Sene  as  he  wes  ;  summe  J'urh  muchele  3eouen  ant 
misliche  meden  ;  sume  jmrh  fearlac  of  eiful  j^reates ;  o  last,  wi'S  stronge  tintrohen 
ant  licomliche  pinen. 

I  ]>e  fif  ant  ]7rittu'Se  3er  of  his  rixlinge  he  set  o  kine-setle  i  ]>e  moder-burh 
of  Alexandres-riehe,  ant  sende  heast  ant  bode,  se  wide  se  ]>e  lond  was,  ]?at 
poure  ba  ant  riche  comen  |7er  toforen  him  to  ]>e  temple  i  ]?e  tun  of  hise  hea^ene 
godes;  euchan  wiS  his  lac,  for  to  wurSschipen^  ham  wiS.  Comen  alle  to  his 
bode,  ant  euch  an  bi  his  euene,  bifore  Maxence  self,  wur^schipede  his  maumez. 
De  riche  reo^eren  ant  scheop  ant  bule,  hwa  se  mihte,  brohten  to  lake ;  ]>e 
poure,  cwike  briddes. 


'  '  Audiens  autem  Constantinum  intra  Illyricum 
sinum  bellis  undique  consurgentibus  detineri,'  &c. 
Latin  Legend.    The  war  between  Constantine  and 
Maxentius  began  a.  d.  310,  and  was  terminated 
4 


A.  D.  312  by  the  death  of  Maxentius. 

^  The  King's  MS.  reads  '  wurgin '  ( =  wurSigin) 
passim. 
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In  )>is  burh  was  wuniende  a  meiden  swiSe  3ung  of  3eres,  two  wone  of  twenti, 
feir  ant  freolich  o  wlite  ant  o  wastum,  ah  3et  (put  is  mare  war^)  sta^elfest 
wi  Sinnen  of  treowe  bileaue ;  ane  kinges,  Cost  hehte,  anlepi  dohter ;  icuret  clergesse, 
Katerine  inempnet.  Dis  meiden  was  baSe  faderles  ant  moderles  of  hire  childhade. 
Ah,  l^a  ha  3ung  were,  ha  held  hire  eldrene  hird  wisHche  ant  warliche  i  ]?e 
Iieritage  ant  i  ]>e  herd  ]>Sit  com  hire  of  bur^e ;  nawt  for  jjat  hire  ]^uhte  god 
in  hire  heorte  to  habbe  monie  under  hire,  ant  been  iclepet  lafdi,  ]7at  feole  tellen 
wel  to ;  ah  ba'Se  ha  wes  offeard  of  schome  ant  of  sunne,  3if  J»eo  weren  to- 
dreaued,  o'Ser  misferden,  Jjat  hire  forSfadres  hefden  ifostret.  For  hireself,  ne 
kept  ha  nawt  of  ])e  worlde.  Dus  lo  for  hare  sake  ane  dale  ha  atheld  of  hire 
eldrene  god,  ant  spende  al  J^at  o^er  in  nedfule  ant  in  nakede. 

Deos  milde  raeke  meiden,  J'eos  lufsume  lafdi,  wi^  lastelese  lates,  ne  luuede 
ha  nane  lihte  plahen,  ne  nane  sotte  songes.  Nalde  ha  nane  ronnes,  ne  nane 
luue-runes,  leornen  ne  lustnen^ ;  ah  eauer  ha  hefde  on  hali  Writ  ehnen  o^er 
heorte,  oftest  ba  togederes.  Hire  fader  hefde  iset  hire  earliche  to  lare,  ant  heo, 
]?urh  ]>e  Hali  Gast,  undernam  hit  se  wel  ]7at  nane  ne  was  hire  euening.  Modi 
meistres  ant  fele  fondeden  hire  ofte  o  swi^e  fele  halue,  for  to  undernimen  hire ; 
ah  nes  ter  nan  ]7at  mihte,  wi^  alle  hise  crefti  crokes,  neauer  anes  wrenchen  hire 
ut  of  ]>e  weie ;  ah  se  sone  ha  3eald  ham  swuche  3ain-clappes,  ant  wende  hare 
wiheles  upon  ham  seluen,  ];at  al  ha  cneowen  ham  crauant  ant  ouercumen,  ant 
cwe^en  hire  ]?e  meistrie  ant  te  menske  al  up. 

Dus  hwil  ha  wiste  hire  ant  ]>ohte  ai  to  witen  hire  meiden  in  meidenhad, 
as  ha  set  in  a  bur  of  hire  bur^e-boldes,  J^a  herde  ha  a  swuch  mur^  toward 
te  awariede  maumetes  temple,  lowinge  of  ]7at  ahte,  ludinge  of  ]>a,  men,  gleowinge 
of  euch  gleo,  to  herien  ant  hersumen  hare  hea"Sene  godes.  As  ha  ]?is  iherde, 
ant  nuste  3et  hwat  hit  was,  ha  sende  swi^e  for  to  witen  hwat  wunder  hit  were. 
Sone  se  hire  sonde  com  a3ain,  ant  seide  hire  ]>e  so^e,  heo  swa  itend  of  wra"S^e 
[wes],  jjat  wod  ha  walde  wur^en.  Het  up  of  hire  hird  hwuch  as  ha  walde,  ant  wende 
hire  ]?iderward.  Ifond  ter  swi'Se  feole  3einde  ant  3urende,  ant  j^eotinde  unjmldeliche 
wi'S  reowfule  reames,  ]>at  Cristene  weren  ant  leaffule  i  Godes  lei ;  ah,  for  dred  of 
dea^,  diden  ];at  deoueles  lac  as  ]>e  heaSene  diden.  Hwa  was  wurse  j^en  heo  heorte 
ivvundet  inwi'S,  for  jje  wrecches  ]'at  ha  sell  swa  wra^e  workes  wurchen  a3ain  Godes 
wille?  Dohte  ])ah,  as  ha  wes  |;uldi  ant  |7olemod,  se  3ung  jjing  as  ha  was,  hwat  hit 
mihte  3einen  ]jah  ha  hire  ane  were  a3ein  so  kene  Keisere  ant  al  his  kineriche.  Stod 
stille  ane  hwile,  ant  hef  hire  heorte  up  to  ]>e  hehe  Helend  Jjat  iheried  is  in 
heuene.  Bisohte  him  help  ant  hap  ant  wisedom,  as  wisliche  as  ]>e  world  is  wealt 
]>urh.  his  wissunge.  Drafter  wepnede  hire  wiS  soSe  bileaue,  ant  wrat  on  hire  breoste, 
biforen  hire  te^  and  hire  tunge,  j^e  hali  [rode-Jtaken^ ;  ant  com  leapinde  for^,  al 
itend  of  ]>e  lei  of  j^e  Hali  Gast,  as  te  Keisar  stod  bimong  ]>at  suneful  slaht  of  ];at 
islein  ahte,  deoule  to  lake,  ]ysit  euch  waried  weoued  of  J^a  mix  mauraez  ron,  of  )?at 
balefule  [blod]  al  biblodked; — ant  bigon  to  3eien  ludere  steuene: 

^  'Non  ilia  puellai-es  jocos,  non  amatoria  cannina  videre  aut  audire..  '    Lati7i  MS. 
^  '  Pectus  et  linguam  Cristi  muniens  signaculo.'    Latin  MS. 
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"  Gretunge,  Keiser,  walde  wel  bicume  ]>e  for  ]7in  hehnisse,  3if  |?u  ]?is  ilke  3e)d, 
Jjat  tu  dost  to  deuelen  ]?at  forded  ])e,  ba^e  in  licome  ant  in  sawle,  ant  alle  |7at  hit 
driuen, — ]>a  hit  3ulde  ant  3eoue  to  His  wur^mund  ]7at  schop  ]>e  ant  al  ]>e  world, 
and  weald  ]>uvh  his  wisdom  al  ]>a.t  ischapen  is.  Ich  walde,  King,  grete  ])e  3if  ];u  un- 
derstode  ]>&t  He  ane  is  to  herien,  |7urh  hwam  ant  under  hwam  alle  kinges  rixlen.  Ne 
ne  mai  na  ))ing  wi^stonden  his  wille,  ]>ah  he  muche  ]>o\\e.  Des  heuenliche  Lauerd  luue^ 
treowe  bileaue,  ant  nowSer  blod  ne  ban  of  unforgult  ahte ;  ah  l^at  mon  halde  ant  heie 
his  halewende  heaste.  Ne  nis  na  ]?ing,  hwer-]?urh  monnes  muchele  madschipe  wra^  Se'S 
him  wi^  mare,  j^en  ]>at  schafte  of  mon — ]?at  he  schop  ant  3ef  schead  ba  of  god 
ant  of  uuel,  J'urh  wit  ant  |?urh  wisdom — schal  wur^e  se  for^  ut  of  his  wit,  ]?urh 
]>e  awariede  gast,  ]?at  he  3elt  |?e  wur^eschipe  to  witlese  jnng  |7at  te  feond  wune^ 
in,  l^at  he  ahte  to  Godd  :  ant  hereS  ant  hersume^  seheliche  schapt  blodles  ant  banles, 
ant  limen  wi^ute  Hue,  as  he  schulde  his  ant  heoren  ant  aire  J'inge  Schuppent,  J^at 
is  Godd  unsehelich.  De  feond  j^at  findeS  euch  uuel,  bimong  alle  crokinde  creftes, 
wi^  neauer  an  ne  kecche^  he  creftluker  cang  men,  ne  leade'S  to  unbileaue,  'pen  ]?at  he 
make"S  men,  ]?at  ahten  to  wite  wel  ]>at  ha  beo^  bi3etene,  iborne,  ant  ibroht  for'S, 
)?urh  ]>e  heuenliche  Fader,  to  make  swuche  maumez  of  treo  o^er  of  stan,  o'Ser  ]?urh 
mare  madschipe  of  gold  o^er  of  seluer ;  ant  3iuen  ham  misHche  nomen  of  sune,  o^er 
of  mone,  of  wind  ant  wude  ant  wattres,  ant  hersume-S  ant  wurche'S  as  tah  ha  godes 
weren.  Ne  naue"?  he  J^urh  o'Ser  |>ing  i  pis  bileaue  ibroht  ow  bote  j^at  ow  J>unche 
)?at  ha  schulen  lasten  a,  for  pi  pa,t  30  ne  sehen  ham  neauer  biginnen.  Ah  per  nis 
bot  a  Godd,  pnvh  hwam  witerliche  ha  alle  weren  iwrahte,  ant  of  nawiht ;  ant  i  pis 
world  iset  us  for  to  frouren  ant  for  to  fremien.  And  alswa  as  euch  ]?ing  hafde  bi- 
ginninge  of  his  godlec,  alswa  schulen  alle  habben  endinge,  3if  He  j^at  wulde.  Engles 
ant  sawlen,  ]7urh  j^at  ha  bigunnen,  ahten  ant  mahten  endin  ]7urh  cunde ;  ah  He,  ]7urh 
his  milce  ant  godlec,  of  his  grace  make^  ham  ]7at  ha  beon  echo  buten  ende  ;  ant 
perfore  nis  na  )>ing  euening  ne  eche  wi^  God  ]?at  30  gremien ;  for  he  is  hare  aire 
Schuppend,  ant  scheop  ham  in  sum  time,  ant  na  time  nes  neauer  psbt  he  bigon  to 
beon  in." 

^  pe  Keiser  bistarede  hire  wi^S  swi^e  steape  ehnen  hwil  pa.t  ha  spek  pus.  SwiSe 
he  awundrede  him  of  hire  wliti  wastum,  ant  swi^Sre  of  hire  wordes,  ant  feng  on 
pus  to  speken,  "  Di  leor  is,  meiden,  lufsum,  ant  ti  mu^  murie  ant  witti,  and  wise 
wordes  hit  weren,  3if  ha  neren  false:  ah  we  witen  wel  }>at  ure  lahes,  ure  bileaue, 
ant  ure  lei  hefde  lahe  sprung.  Ah  al  pat  30  seggen  is  se  sutel  sotschipe,  J^at  hit 
na  wis  mon,  ah  witlese,  hit  wene^.  Me  hwat  is  mare  madschipe  pen  for  to  leuen  on 
him,  ant  seggen  J^at  he  is  Godes  Sune,  pa.t  Giws  demden  ant  hea-Sene  hongeden! 
ant  |;at  he  was  akennet  of  Marie,  a  meiden,  wi^ute  bruche  of  hire  bodi  ?  Deide 
ant  was  iburied,  ant  herhede  helle ;  ant  aras  of  dea'S  ant  steah  into  heuene  ;  ant 
schal  eft  o  domesdei  cumen  ba  to  demon  pe  cwike  ant  te  deade?  Hwa  walde  ileue 
pis,  p&t  is  as  nowt  wur^S  ?  pat^  alle  ower  leasunges  bee's  unlefliche.  Ah  3et  ne 
Jjunche^  ow  nawt  inoh  to  forleosen  ow  pus  i  ]?ulli  misbeleaue ;   ah  ga^  3et,  an 


^  =swa  jjset. 
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segge^  schorae  bi  ure  iindea^liche  godes,  ]>e  sunne  ant  te  mono,  ]>at  ouch  mon  ahte 
her[sumin]  ant  hcrien  in  eor^e." 

peos  mcidcn  lette  lutel  of  al  ]>at  he  seide,  ant  smirkende  sme^liche  3ef  him 
)?ullich  onswere,  "AUe  [ich]  seo  ]nne  sahen  sotliche  iseide.  Clepest  )?oa  ]jinges  godes 
]>at  now'Ser  sturien  ne  mahen  steoren  ham  seluen,  buten  as  te  hehe  King  hat  ham 
of  heuene,  ant  heo  buheS  to  him  as  schafte  to  his  Schuppend  ?  Nis  buten  an  Godd, 
as  ich  ear  seide,  'pat  al  ]>e  world  wrahte  ant  alle  worldhche  )?inges,  and  al  wurche^i 
his  wil,  bute  mon  ane.  Stille  beo  ])u  ]?enne,  ant  stew  swuche  wordes  ;  for  ha  beon 
al  witlese  ant  windi  of  wisdom." 

pe  Keiser  wundrede  him  swi^e  of  swiiche  wordes  ant  wedinde  cwe^,  "  Meiden, 
ich  seo  wel  (for  sutel  is  ant  e^-sene  o  j^ine  ]?ulliche  sahen)  jjat  tu  were  iset  3ung 
to  leaf  ant  to  lare.  Ah  of  swuche  larespel  ]>u  haues  leaue  ileorned,  ]?at  tu  art 
|?er-onont  al  to  deope  leared,  hwen  ]7u  forcwi^est,  for  ]n  Godd,  ure  undea^liche 
godes ;  ant  seist  ha  beoS  idele,  ant  emti  of  gode.  Ah  was'  tu  nu  hwat  is  ?  We 
schulen  bringen  to  ende  J>at  we  bigunnen  habbe^,  ant  tu  schalt,  pu  motild,  to  curt 
cumen  si^en,  ant  kine-mede  kepe,  3if  ]>\l  wilt  j^i  wil  wenden  to  ure ;  for  3if  hit 
went  again  us,  ne  schal  ]>e  na  tene  ne  tintreohe  trukie."  Da  he  j^us  hefde  iseid, 
clepede  an  of  hise  men  dearneliche  to  him,  ant  sende  isealede  writes  wi'S  his  ahne 
kine-ring  3ont  al  his  kineriche  to  alle  ]?e  icudde  clerkes^  and  het  ham  hihen 
toward  him  hare  come  swi^e ;  ant  swa  muchel  ]>e  swi^re,  pat  he  bihet  to  meden 
ham  wi^  swiSe  hehe  mede,  ant  maken  [ham]  behest  in  his  halle,  3if  ha  j^eos  modi 
motild  ouercume  mihten,  ant  wenden  J^e  hokeres  of  his  hea'Sene  godes  upon  hire 
heaued :  J»at  ha  were  on  aire  earst  iken  ant  icnawen,  pat  nis  bute  dusilec  al  pat 
ha  driue'S ;  ant  ]7refter  |?enne  fordon  [hire]  ant  fordemet  3if  ha  nalde  leauen  ]>at 
ha  3et  lefde,  ant  hare  lahe  luuien.  Des  sonde  wende  him  for'S,  as  te  King  hehte  ; 
|?at  held  on  to  herien  his  hea^ene  maumez  wi^  mishche  lakes  long  time  of  pe  dai, 
J»at  he  idon  hefde ;  ant  wende  pa,  weri  toward  his  buri-boldes,  ant  bed  bringen 
anan  pis  meiden  biforen  him,  ant  seide  to  hire  pus : 

"  Nat  ich  now^er  pi  nome,  ne  ich  ne  cnawe  )'i  cun,  ne  hwucche  men  pii  hauest 
haued  hiderto  to  meisti^es.  Ah  pi  schene  nebschaft  ant  ti  semliche  schape  schawe'S 
wel  l^at  tu  art  freo-monne  foster ;  ant  ti  swuti  speche  walde  of  wisdom  ant  of  wit 
here  pe  witnesse,  3if  J^u  ne  misnome  onont  ure  maumez,  pat  tu  se  muchel  misseist^ 
ant  ure  godes  hokerest ;  pat  schuldest,  as  we  do^,  heien  ham  ant  herien." 

Ha  him  onswerede  ant  seide,  "3if  pii  wilt  mi  nome  witen,  ich  am  Katerine  icleopet; 
3if  pu  wilt  cnawe  mi  cun,  ich  am  Kinges  dohter ;  Cost  hehte  my  fader ;  ant  haue 
ihaued  hiderto  swi^e  hehe  meistris.  Ah  for  pi  pat  te  lare  pat  ha  me  lerden  limpe'S 
to  idel  3elp,  ant  failed  to  bi3eate  ant  to  wur^schipe  of  pe  worlde,  ne  ne  helped 
nawiht  eche  lif  to  habben,  ne  3e]p  ich  nawt  ]'rof.  Ah  sone  se  ich  seh  pe  leome  of 
pe  so'Se  lare  |jat  leaded  to  eche  lif,  ich  leafde  al  pat  o^er,  ant  tok  me  him  to  Lauerd, 
ant  makede  him  mi  leaf-mon,  pat  pis  word  seide  |7urh  an  of  his  wite3en,  '  Perdam 

^  '  Ad  omnes  rhetores  ct  graminaticos  et  quibus  in  doctrina  fama  celebrior  nomen  adquisierat.'  Latin 
MS. 
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sapientiam  sapientum,  et  intellectum  intelligentium  reprobabo  f  [j^at  is]  '  Ich  'ulle 
fordon  J>e  wisdom  of  jjeose  wise  world-men,"'  he  sei^,  '  ant  awarpe  \q  wit  of  \eos 
world- wittie.'  Ich  herde  eft  ]7is  word  of  ano^er  wittige,  '  Dens  autem  noster  in  celo ; 
omnia  quoecunque  voluit  fecit.  Simulacra  gentium  argentum  et  aurum  i',  usque  ad 
'  similes  illis  fiant is]  '  Vre  Godd  is  in  heuene  ]?at  wurche^  al  \st,i  he  wile. 
Deos  maumez  beon  imaket  of  gold  ant  of  seluer,  wi^  monnes  honden : — mu^  wi^ute 
speche,  ehnen  wi^ute  sih^e,  earen  wi^uten  heringe,  honden  bute  felinge,  fet  bute 
3onge.  Deo  )?at  ham  makien  mote  beon  ilich  ham,  ant  alle  ]?at  on  ham  trusten  ! ' 
Ah  nu  \vL  seist  jjat  ha  beoS  al-wealdende  godes,  ant  wult  ]7at  ich  do  ham  wur^schipe. 
Scheaw  sumhwat  of  ham  for  hwi  ha  beon  wur^e  for  to  beon  iwur^chet ;  for  ear 
nul  ich  now^er  ham  heien  ne  herien." 

"  Nat  ich  hwuch  yi  ]?oht  beo,"  quo'S  ]7e  King  Maxence,  "  ah  wordes  \\i  haues 
inohe :  ah  ];ole  nu  ane  hwile  ant  tu  schalt  ifinden  hwa  ]>Q  onswerie." 

pes  sondes-mon,  umbe  long,  ]7a  he  hefde  al  );at  lond  ouergan  ant  J?urh-soht, 
com  ant  brohte  wi^  him  fifti  scolemaistres,  of  alle  ]>&  creftes  |?at  clerke  ah  to  cunnen, 
ant  in  alle  wittes  of  worldliche  wisdomes  wiseste  o  worlde.  De  King  was  swi^e  wel 
icwemet,  ant  walde  witen  3if  ha  weren  se  wise  ant  se  witti  as  men  forwende.  And 
ha  somen  seiden  ]?at  wittiest  ha  weren  of  alle  Jje  meistres  ]?at  weren  in  East-londe ; 
ant  heaued  of  ]?e  hehste  ant  meast  nome-cu^e  icud  of  alle  clergies.  "  Ah  Jm," 
owea^en  ha,  "[Keiser,  ah  est  to  cu'Sen],  for  hwat  icud  )?ing  ]ju  heteus  hider  to  cumen?" 
Ant.  he  ham  onswerede,  "  Her  is  a  meiden,  3ungling  of  3eres,  ah  se  swi^e  witti  ant 
wis  on  hire  wordes,  ]?at  ha  wi"S  hire  anes  mot  meistre^  us  alle.  Ah  3et  me 
tene^  mare  jpat  ha  tuke^  ure  godes  to  balewe  ant  to  bismere,  ant  sei^  hit  beon 
deouelen  J?at  in  ham  dearie^.  Ich  mihte  inoh  ra^e  wel  habben  awealt  hire, 
3ef  ha  nalde  wi'S  luue,  wi^  lu^er  eie  lanhure.  Ah  3et  me  ]?unche'S  betere 
]?at  ha  beo  ear  ouercumen  wi^  desputinge ;  ant  3if  ha  ]7a  3et  wule,  ]7en  ha  wat 
hire  woh,  wi^stonden  a3ain  us,  ich  hire  wile  don  to  ]7e  derueste  dea^  ]?at  me 
mai  hire  demen,  ant  wi^  kinewur^e  mede  3elden  ou  hehliche  ower  gong  hider, 
3if  36  again  willed ;  o^er,  3if  ou  is  wilre  for  to  wunnie  wi^  me,  30  schulen 
beo  mine  rea^es-men  in  alle  mine  dearne  runes  ant  mine  dearne  deades."  Da 
onswerede  ]?e  an  swi^e  prudliche  Jjus  to  ]7e  prude  Prince,  "  Hei !  hwuch  wis  read 
of  se  cointe  Keiser,  makie  se  monie  clerkes  to  cumen,  ant  se  swi'Se  crefti  of  alle 
clergies,  ut  of  Alexandres-lond  ]>e  aire  laste  ende,  to  moten  wi^  a  meiden !  Me 
an  raahte  of  ure  men  wi^  his  mot  meistren,  ant  wlS  his  anes  wit  awarpen,  |7e 
aire  wiseste  ]?e  wune^  bi  Westen.  Ah,  hwuch  se  ha  eauer  beo,  let  bringen  hire 
for^,  )?at  ha  understonde  \&i  ha  ne  stod  neauer,  ear  \en  J'is  dai,  bute  bifore 
dusie." 

pis  meiden  was  bicluset  \e  hwile  in  cwarterne  ant  in  cwalm-hus.  Com  a  sonde 
ant  seide  hire,  y&t  ha  schulde  cumen  for'S  to  fehten  in  \e  marhen,  ane  a3ein  fifti. 
Nes  tis  meiden  nawiht  jjerfore  iraenget  in  hire  mod  inwi^ ;  ah,  buten  euch  fearlac, 
bitahte  all  hire  feht  in  hire  Healendes  bond,  ant  bigon  to  him  to  bidden  |?es  bone : 

'  '  Sinmlacra  gentium  argentum  et  aurum,  opera  manuum  hominum.  Os  habent  et  non  loquuntm-,' 
etc.,  'usque  qui  confidunt  in  eis.'    Latin  MS. 
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"  Crist,  Oo(l(l,  Godcs  Sune !  sweto  softo  Jesu,  aire  smello  swotcst  !  ];u  al-wealdende 
Godd  !  J;i  Fadores  wisdom  !  );u  ]'at  talites  ]>ine,  ])a,t  ha  ne  scliulden  nowSer  diueren 
ne  dreden,  for  tcone,  ne  for  tintrehe,  ne  for  na  worldlich  wondrea^e ;  ah  wearnedes 
ham  wel  hu  men  ham  walde  Jreaten  ant  leaden  unlaheliche,  ant  elnedes  ham  swa 
]>at  ham  was  ea^  to  drehen  al  |;at  men  duden  ham,  ant  al  ];at  ha  drehden,  for 
Yi  deore  luue,  deorewur^e  Lauerd  ! — ant  seidest  ]?e  seluen,  '  Dum  steteritis  ante 
reges  et  presides  nolite  cogitari^\  '  Hwen  30  stondeS  bifore  kinges  ant  eorles,  ne 
jjenche  30  neauer  hwat  ne  hu  30  schulen  seggen ;  for  ich  wule  3iuen  ow  ba  tunge 
ant  tale,  pat  an  ne  schal  of  alle  ower  wi^er-wines  witen  hwat  he  warpe  a  word 
a3ain  ow.'  Lauerd,  wune  wi"S  me,  ant  hald  )?at  tu  bihet  us ;  ant  sette,  Jesu, 
swuche  sahen  i  mi  mu'S  to-marhen,  ant  3if  swuche  mihte  ant  streng'Se  i  mine  wordes, 
j^at  heo  ]>at  heo^  icumene  a5aines  ti  deore  nome  to  underneome  me,  moten  misse 
}>rof.  Aweald,  jmrh.  ];i  wisdom,  hare  worldliche  wit ;  ant  pnrh.  jji  muchele  mihte 
meistre  ham  swa  ]>at  ha  beon  mid  alle  istewet  ant  stille;  o^er  iwente  to  ])e  ant 
ti  nome  wur'Schen,  ]7at  wi"S  Godd  Fader,  ant  wi^  J^e  Hali  Gast,  |?urh-wunest  in 
aire  worlde  world,  a  on  ecnesse." 

Nefde  ha  bute  iseid  swa,  ]?at  an  engel  ne  come  lihtende  wi^  swuche  leome 
fram  heuene,  |?at  ha  was  sum  del  offruht  ant  offeared;  for  al  ]>e  cwarterne  of 
his  cume  leitede  o  leie.  Ah  fe  engel  elnede  hire,  ant  sweteliche  seide,  '■  Ne  beo 
\>u  nawiht  ofdred,  Drihtines  dohter ;  hald  hardiliche  o  ]7at  tu  haues  bigunnen, 
for  ]>!  lef-mon  ant  ti  Lauerd,  for  hwas  deorewur^e  nome  ]>u.  underneome  J?is  strif, 
is  wi^e  ]>e  eauerihwer,  i  stude  ant  i  stalle,  ]>a,t  wel  wile  wite  ]>e.  He  bihat  te 
J^at  he  wile  i  ]n  muS  healden  flowinde  wattres  of  witti  wordes,  )?at  schulen  J>e  flit 
of  j'ine  fan  swiftliche  afellen ;  ant  swuch  wonder  ham  schal  |7unchen  of  J»i  wisdom, 
]7at  ha  wille"S  alle  wenden  to  Criste,  ant  cume  j^urh  martirdom  to  Drihten  in 
heauene.  Monie  schulen  turnen  to  treowe  bileaue  ]7urh  hare  forbisne ;  ant  tu 
schalt  sone  atstirten  al  ]?e  strengSe  of  ])is  strif,  J>urh  a  stalewurSe  dea^,  ant  beo 
|?enne  underfon  i  ]>e  feire  ferreden  ant  i  ]?e  murie  of  meidnes;  ant  libbe  Hues 
ende  wi^  Jesu  Crist,  ti  Lauerd  ant  ti  lef-mon  in  heuene.  Ich  hit  am  Mihel, 
Godes  heh-engel,  ant  of  heuene  isende  for  to  seggen  ]?e  ]?is."  And  mid  )?at  ilke 
step  up  ant  steah  to  )>e  steoren. 

pis  meiden  ]?at  ich  munne  stod,  ]?urh  ]ns  steuene  starcliche  istrengSet ;  ant 
abad  baldeliche  til  f>at  men  com  ant  fatte  hire  to  fliten,  wi^i  fifti.  JMaxence, 
in  ]?e  marhen,  set  i  kine-seotle,  ant  bed  bringen  biforen  him  Jjcos  modie  moteres, 
and  te  meiden  mid  ham.  Heo,  wi^  Cristes  cros  cruchede  hire  ouer  al,  ant  com 
baldehche  biforen  ]?eos  feondes  an  foster,  ant  a3ain  ]>es  fifti  alle  ferliche  frechen. 
Comen  alle  strikinde,  ]>e  strengeste  swi^est,  of  eauer-euch  strete  for  to  heren  J^is 
strif.  Stoden  on  an  half  |7es  meistres  so  monie,  and  unimet  modi ;  ]:'is  meiden  on 
oSer  half.  Heo  bihelden  hire  hokerliche  alle ;  ant  heo  stod  hercnende  ant  biheold 
after  help  up  toward  heuene.  De  King  bigon  to  wra^Sen  |?at  te  dei  eode  awai, 
ant  heo  ne  diden  nawiht;   ant  te  eadie  Katerine  bigon  for  to  segge: 

"  pu,"  cwe^  ha,  "  Reiser,  nauest  nawt  ]>is  strif  rihtwisliche  idelet,  |)at  dest 
'  The  Latin  is  given  at  length  in  Latin  MS. 
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fifti  meistres  to  moten  wi'S  a  meiden ;  ant  hauest  ham  bihaten,  3if  ha  mahen  on 
me  l^e  herre  hond  habben,  kinewur^e  meden ;  ant  me  nawiht  under  al,  ]?at  moti 
(a  meiden)  a3ain  ham  alle.  Ah  ne  drede  ich  nawiht  )?at  mi  Lauerd  nule  wel 
3elde  me  mi  hwile,  for  hwas  nome  ich  underneome  to  fihten  o  |?is  wise.  Ah  3ette 
me  an  hwat  ]>a,t  tu  ne  maht  nawt  wearne  wi^  rihte ;  3if  me  is  ileued  |?urh 
leue  Lauerd,  for  to  leggen  ham  adun,  |7at  tu  ]?i  misbileaue  lete  j^enne  lanhure  ant 
lihte  to  ure."  "  Nai,"  quo'S  he  heterhche  as  ]>e  j^at  hoker  ))uhte,  "  ne  li^  [hit] 
nawt  to  ]>e  to  leggen  lahe  upo  me  of  [mine]  bileaue ;  beo  ha  duhti  o^er  dusi, 
naue  ]>u  nawt  to  donne :  do  nu  ]?at  tu  schalt  don,  ant  we  schule  lustnin  hu  j^i 
Lauerd  ant  ti  lef,  ];at  al  f>i  leaue  is  upon,  wule  werie  to-dai  ]?ine  leasunges." 

pis  meiden,  mid  |7at  ilke,  lokede  on  o^er  half,  ant  lette  him  iwurSen ;  ant 
tok  on  toward  ]>e  fif  si^e  tone  to  talien,  o  j^ise  wise :  "  Nu  30  alles  to  strif 
beon  istured  hid  ere,  for  to  beon  wi^  gold  ant  gersum  igrette ;  ant  se  feole  cu^e 
men,  ba  ant  utcumene,  copni^  ant  kepe^  hwuch  ure  is  kempe  to  ouercumen 
o"Ser;  lure  ow  is  to  leosen  ovver  swinkes  Ian,  }>at  leote^  se  lutel  of,  [ant]  sparie^ 
cure  speche;  ant  schome  ow  is  to  schuderen  lengre  under  schelde,  ant  schunien 
pat  30  schulen  to.  Scheote^  for^  sum  word  ant  let  us  onswerien,  ]?at  meast 
kempe  is  cud,  ant  kenest  of  ow  alle  of  ]>e  creft ;  peo  fat  nome-cu^est  is  ant 
meast  con,  cume,  cuSe  ]7rof,  ant  )jat  haue'S  in  heorte  (nu  we  schulen  tahen  take 
out  of  his  tunge)  ant  teuele  wi^i  me^."  "Nai,"  quo^  jje  cutest  of  ham  alle,  "ah 
nu  we  beo^S  of  se  feor  for  ]?e  iflut  hider,  ]>u  schalt  sette  sikel  for"S,  ant  seggen 
earst  hwat  tu  wult,  ant  we  shulen  seo'Sen." 

"Ich,"  quo5  |>e  meiden^,  "  sone  se  ich  awai  warp  ower  witlese  lei,  ant  leornede 
ant  luuede  ]'e  liffule  leaue  of  hali  Cherche  |:»at  [ich]  iclieosen  habbe,  ich  aweorp 
wi^  alle  ]>e  glistinde  wordes  J>at  beon  in  oure  bokes,  ]?at  beon  wiSute  godleic 
ant  empti  wi'Sinnen,  J^at  30  beon  wi^  to-swollen,  nawt  wiS  wit  ah  wiS  wind 
of  ane  wlonke  wordes, — j^at  jjuncheS  se  greate,  ant  be^  godlese  ]>ah,  ant  bare 
of  euch  blisse,  |?ah  3e  blissen  ou  ]>rof.  Low !  J^ullich  is  al  J^at  30  |?enchen  to 
dai  for  to  weore  me  wi^,  Homeres  motes  ant  Aristotles  turnes,  Esculapies  creftes 
ant  Galienes  grapes,  Philistiones  flites  ant  Platunes  bokes,  ant  alle  ]>eos  writeres 
writes  J^at  36  wreo^ie^  ow  on.  Dah  ich  beo  in  alle  of  se  earlich  ilearet,  |7at 
ich  ne  fond  nawt  fele  neauer  mine  euening,  ah  (for  ]n  )>at  ha  beo^  ful  of  idel 
3elp  ant  empti  of  ]7at  eadi  ant  lifful  lare)  al  ich  forsake  her,  ant  cwe^e  ham  alle 
sker  up,  ant  segge  ]>at  I  ne  conne  ne  cnawe  na  creft  bute  of  an,  J^at  is  so^  wit 


'  There  seems  some  disorder  here:  we  should 
probably  read...')3eo  ]>a.t  nome-cuSest  is  ant  meast 
con,  ant  \iai  haueS  in  heorte,  cume  cu8e  l^rof,  ant 
teueli  wis  me  ('match  liimself  with  me') — nu  we 
schulen  talien  take  ut  of  his  tunge.'  The  Latin  is 
more  brief :  *  Si  quis  est  in  vobis  ab  Attica  eloquentia 
praeditus,  ab  Latina  oratione  imbutus,  proferat  in 
medio  quod  animo  concepit.' 

^  The  Latin  is  less  diffuse  :  "  Ego  vero,  mquit 
puella,  postquam  deposit©  gentilitatis  errore  Christi 
sacramentis  iniciata  sum,  robustas  et  fuco  plenas 


verborum  dictiones  quibus  vos  fultos  ad  instantem 
pugnam  video  occun-ere ;  has,  inquam,  dictiones  pe- 
nitus  abjeci,  philosophicas  Homeri  dissertationes  et 
Aristotelicas  circumplectentes  silogismos,  Esculapii 
quoque  et  Galieni  sagacissimas  latentium  rerum  in- 
ventiones,  sed  et  Philistionis  cum  Platone  cetero- 
rumque  famosa  auctorum  volumina  reprobavi."  We 
learn  from  Suidas  that  Philistio  was  a  contemporary 
of  Socrates.  The  mention  of  his  name  in  the  Le- 
gend indicates  its  Greek  origin. 
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ant  wisdom,  ant  Hooro  of  eche  heale  )?at  him  riht  leue^, — j^at  is,  lesu  Crist,  mi 
Lauord  ant  mi  lef-mon,  )?at  seide,  as  ich  seide  ear  ant  }et  wile  seggen,  Per  dam 
sapientiam  sapientum  et  intellecttim^ ,''  etc.  '  Ich  'ulle  fordon  ])e  wisedom  of  J?eose 
world-men  ant  awarpe  J>e  wit  of  }>eose  world-wittie.'  Des  aire  schafte  Schuppend 
schawde  ure  earste  ealdren,  Adam  ant  Euc,  j^e  wit  ant  te  wei  of  lif,  |?urh  hale- 
wende  hest,  ant  hefde  ham  bihaten,  3if  ha  ham  wel  helden,  heuenhehe  meden.  Ah 
]>e  wrenchfiile  feond  ]7urh  onde  wi^  wiles  wearp  ham  ut  sone  of  Paraise  selh^e 
into  l^is  liflease  lif.  And  al  |?at  lihte  of  ham  twa  schulde  forleosen,  3if  ]?at  Godes 
godleic  nere  mare,  |;at  se  muche  luuede  us,  |?ah  ]>e  latere,  []7at  he]  lihte  nu  leate 
of  heuenliche  leomen,  ant  for  ]7at  he  is  to  ure  sih^e  unsehelich  in  his  ahne  cunde, 
com  ant  creap  in  ure,  for  to  beon  isehe  )?rin,  ant  nam  blod  ant  ban  of  [a]  meidenes 
bodi.  Dus  he  schrudde  ant  hudde  him,  aire  j^inge  Schuppend,  wi^  ure  fleschliche 
sclirud,  ant  scheaude  us  his  nebschaft,  ant  welc,  hwil  his  wille  was,  bimong  world- 
liche  men,  ant  ta  he  hefde  arud  us  of  )?e  feondes  rake[tehen],  he  wende  up,  as 
he  walde,  to  wunien  fer  he  wune^  ai  wiSute  wanunge.  Swa  )?at  we  wite  wel 
(])urh  wundres  ]>a>t  he  wrahte,  J^at  na  mon  ne  mihte)  fat  he  is  BO'S  Godd ;  ant 
eft,  |mrh  ]?at  he  j^rowede,  ant  j^olede  dea^  o  rode,  as  deadliche  mon,  ]?at  he  is 
so^  mon :  of  his  Fader  so^  Godd,  of  his  moder  so'S  mon,  in  anhad  ba  somen, 
so^  mon  ant  so^  Godd,  wealdinde  ant  wissinde  alle  worldliche  j^ing  after  his  wille. 
Bis  is  te  Lauerd  pat  [ich]  on  leue :  ]?is  is  al  pe  lare  ]?at  ich  nu  leorni :  j^is  is  j^at  i 
yis  strif  schal  strongmen  me  a3ain  ow.  In  his  hali  nome  I  schal  leote  lihtliche  of  al 
]7at  30  cunnen  kasten  a3ain  me,  ne  beo  30  se  monie :  for  nis  him  na  derure  for  to 
adweschen  adun  fele  |;en  feawe,  bifore  Jjeo  ]?at  him  riht  leue^  ant  luuie'S." 

An,  for  ham  alle,  onswerede  ant  seide,  "  "^if  he  was,  as  tu  seist,  soS  Godd 
ant  Godes  sune,  hu  mihte  he  as  mon  deaSIich  deien?  "^if  he  was  mon,  hu  mihte 
he  deaS  ouercumen?  Alle  wise  witen  wel,  ]>at  hit  is  ai3ein  riht  ant  a3ein  leaue 
of  euch  cundelich  lahe,  J>at  Godd,  ]?at  is  undeadlich,  mahe  dea"S  drehen ;  ant  deadlich 
mon  mahe  dea'S  ouercumen ;  ant  tah  hit  mihte  nu  beo  )?at  he  ba'Se  were,  so'S 
Godd  ant  so^  mon,  after  ]7at  tu  munnest,  an  he  mihte  inoh  ra^e  don  of  J>es  twa 
];inges  ;   ah  ba  somen,  nanes  weis." 

Heo  ne  sohte  nawiht,  ah  seide  a3ain  anan  riht,  "  Dis  is  nu  ]>e  derfschipe  of 
]>i  dusie  onswere  ant  te  depnisse,  ]?at  tu  of  )?at  ]nng  'put  te  misj^uncheS  underfes 
pa,t  an  half,  ant  dustes  adun  J>at  o'Ser,  ]?e  godcundesse  of  Godd  for  mannesse 
of  his  manhad ;  as  paih  pe  Almihti  ne  mihte  nawt  peos  twa  misliche  cundes 
gederen  togederes.  -^e  [ne]  makede  he  mon  of  lam  to  his  ilicnesse  ?  Hwi  schulde 
he  forhohien  to  wur^e  to  pat  ping  pat  is  iwent  upon  him?  And  hwen  he  hit 
mahte  don  buten  ewt  to  leosen  of  hehnesse,  hwi  were  hit  him  earfS  to  don,  pe 
pat  alle  ]/ing  mei  ant  wile  al  pat  god  is, — to  neome  monnes  cunde  ant  beo  isehe 
BO'S  mon,  Godd  pah  unsehelich  in  his  ahne  cunde ;  ant  ]'olien  as  BO'S  mon  dea'S, 
hwen  him  Jjuhte  ?  Ah  3if  pu  wilt  siker  beon  pat  soS  beo  pat  I  segge,  leaf  p\ 
lease  wit  pat  tu  wlenches  te  in,  ant  liht  to  ure  lare ;  pat  tu  mahe  stihen  to  un- 
derstonden  in  him  Godes  muchele  streng^e,  ant  na  monnes  mihte,  |7urh  hise  wundri 
'  The  Latin  adds  '  intelligentium  rejirobabo.' 
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werkes  ant  wur^fule,  in  eor^e;  for  nul  tu  wenne  nawt  J>at  tu  schuldes  heien, 
[ne]  heane  na  mare,  pat  is  in  BO'S  Godd  mones  unmihte ;  pat  he  no^eles  nom  upon 
him  seluen  us  for  to  sauuen,  ant  makien  us  stronge  purh  his  unstreng'Se? — His 
unstrengSe  I  clepie,  J»at  he  was,  as  mon,  cundeliche  of-hungret  ant  weri,  ant  pine 
mihte  )?olien.  In  euch  J'ing  of  pe  world  beo^  sutele  ant  e^-sene,  pat  J^oHen 
of  Godes  wisdom;  pah.  i  pis  an  ping  he  scheaude,  ant  sutelede  inoh,  ]?at  he  was 
so^  Godd,  J7at  leaded  euch  leafful  mon  to  treow  bileaue,  ant  his  leoue  nome  to 
herien  ant  to  heien,  J>at  he  wiS  his  steuene  po  storuene  arearde,  ant  wi^  his 
word  awahte  pe  hflese  Uches  to  Hf  ant  to  leome.  Dis  ne  dide  neauer  na  deadUche 
mon  J>urh  his  ahne  mihte,  3if  he  Godd  nere.  Oj>re,  ]7urh  wiheles  ant  wicchecreftes, 
wurche'S  sume  wundres,  ant  bi3ule'S  unwiten,  pat  wene'S  |?at  hit  beo  swa  as  hit 
on  ehe  bere^  ham.  Ah  wes  J»urh  pat  he  wes  so^  Godd,  in  his  cunde  icuplet 
wi^  ure,  arearde  pe  deade,  pe  dumbe  ant  te  deaue,  botnede  blinde,  healede  halte 
ant  houere,  ant  euch  unheale ;  ant  draf  of  pe  awedde  awariede  wihtes ;  ant  as 
al-wealdent  wrahte  her  o  worlde  al  J>at  he  walde.  And  3if  pu  nult  nanes  weis  witen 
l^at  he  wrahte  |?uUiche  wundres,  lef  lanhure  pat  tu  sest, — miracles  pat  be^S  maked 
3et  ]7urh  him,  ant  on  his  deorewur^e  nome,  daies  ant  nihtes.  Ah  beo  nu  soS ; 
cnawes,  3if  ich  riht  segge.  Du  seist  he  ne  mihte  nawt  ba  beo  Godd  ant  mon ;  ah  3if 
he  nere  so^  Godd  ant  undeadhch  himself,  hu  mihte  he  leanen  lif  to  pe  deade?  And  3if 
he  nere  so^  mon,  hu  mihte  he  drehen  pat  he  droh,  ant  deien  se  derffulliche  ?  Durh  |?is, 
sutele^  so^  al  pat  ich  segge  ;  ant  |'at  he  is  Godd  self  pat  duste  dea'S  under  him  |7urh 
J>at  he  is  Drihtin  meinful  ant  almihti.  And  pe  ilke  self  in  Godes  sune,  pat  (onont  pat 
he  Godd  was)  ne  mahte  drehe  na  dea'S,  ant  pah.  deide,  ah  fleschliche.  For  ba  he 
underfeng  ban  ant  flesch  of  ure  cunde  pat  is  bruchel  ant  deadlich,  for  to  deien  in  hire ; 
for  pi  pat  he  was  undeadlich  in  his  ahne,  ne  in  hire  ne  mahte  nanes  weis  deien  wi^uten 
ure.  Des  so§e  Godd  ant  Godes  sune,  pat  deide  onont  ure  cunde  pat  he  hefde,  aras  ant 
arearde  himself  fram  dearie  ;  for  |'ah  he  were  deadlich,  |?urh  pat  he  mon  was,  onont  his 
mannesse,  ant  deide  (as  ich  seide),  he  ne  losede  na  lif,  onont  J^at  he  Godd  was, 
ne  undeadlichnesse,  onont  his  drihtnesse ;  ah  was  eauer,  ant  is,  Drihtin  undeadlich. 
Dus  ido  dede,  dea^  ne  acaste  nawt  Crist,  ah  Crist  ouercom  deaS  ant  sloh  hire 
in  him  seluen  ^" 

AUe  pe  o'Sre  hercneden  wi^  swi^e  opene  earen,  ah  her-to  onswerede  an  for 
ham  alle :  "  "^if  Drihtin,  pat  dearede  in  ure  monnesse,  wrahte  peos  wundres,  as 
p\i  wilt  pat  we  leuen,  hwi  walde  he  |?rowin  as  he  dude,  aut  ]>olie  dea^  o  rode, 
hwen  he  com  to  arudden  of  dea^es  rake[tehen]  oj^re?  Hwi  deide  he  him  seluen, 
ant  hu  mihte  he  helpen  [oSre],  ant  beo  biforen  o^re,  pat  ];urh-ferde  dea'S  ase  wel 
as  he  do's?  Hefde  he,  lanhure,  him  seluen  alesed,  sum  walde  hopen  ant  habbe 
bileaue  to  his  alesunge." 

"  "^et,"  quo^  pis  meiden,  ant  seide  him  to-3aines,  "  ich  habbe  uncnut  summe  of 
|7eose  cnottes,  3if  pu  hit  wult  icnawen.  Ah  her  pn  wenest  3ette,  pat  tu  ne  wene 
l^arf,  pat  Godd  pat   is  un|?rowlich,  ]7rowde   o^er  J^olede  pine  o^er  passiun  o  pe 

^  The  Translator  at  this  point  omits  several  St  Catharine  adduces  the  testimony  of  Plato  and 
sentences,  in  which  (accordmg  to  the  Latin  Legend)     the  Sybilline  verses,  in  support  of  her  argument. 
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deore  rode,  onont  ]'at  ho  Godd  was,  oSer  deaS  drohde.  Ne  mahte  (])a.t  wite  J>u) 
his  heuenliche  cunde,  o  nanes  cunnes  wise,  fele  now^er  sar  ne  sorhe  upe  ]>e  cruche ; 
ah  al  ]:>o  weane  ant  te  wa  wente  upo  ]>e  unstreng^e  of  |?at  underue  flesch,  Ipat  he 
no'Seles  nam  wiS  al  ure  nowcin,  bute  sunno  ane,  upon  him  seoluen.  O  Godd 
jjat  is  al-freo  ne  mai  nan  uuel  festnen;  ne  raihte  mon  now^er  godd,  onont  ]>a,t 
he  Godd  was,  beaten  ne  binden,  ne  nimen  3et,  for  he  is  unneomelich.  Ah 
]?urh  ]>e  mon  j^at  he  was  ischrud  ant  ihud  wi^,  he  bicherde  J'ene  feond  ant 
schrencte  J>en  aide  deouel,  ant  te-schrapet  his  heaued.  Nes  nawt  iteiet  to  J»e  treo 
];er  he  deide  upon  for  to  drehen  eawt,  bute  flesch-timber.  Ah  swa  he  wi^ute  woh 
adweschde  ant  adun-weorp  ]?e  wi^er-wine  of  helle,  mon  i  monnes  cunde,  pat  wr&  woh 
hefde  to  dea'S  idrahen  moncun  ]?urh  deadliche  sunne.  Dus  was  (as  ich  munne)  mon 
ant  nawt  Godes  drihtnesse,  )?urh-driuen  o  ]>e  rode,  )?ah  he  i  }>at  ilke  pine  so^  Godd 
were.  Ah  mon,  for  mon  ]?at  misdide,  |7olede  dom  ant  deide ;  ant  Godd,  i  mon 
for  monnes  bruche,  bette  ant  eode  o  bote,  as  his  ahne  godleic  lahede  hit  ant  lokede. 
Low !  J)is  makede  him  J^at  he  underfeng  mon  (jjat  is,  bicom  mon),  ]>at  tat  ]>e  hefde 
a3ain  him  ibroken  were  ibet  ]7urh  mon,  ant  j^at  he  arisede  eft  fram  dea^e  to 
line  |7at  ne  drede^  na  dea'S ;  J^urh  hwam  we  mahen  haue  sikere  bileaue  to  arisen 
alle  after.  Ea^  were  ure  Lauerd,  liuiende  Godes  Sune,  to  awarpen  his  unwine, 
ant  reauen  him  his  honde-werc,  ]>at  he  wi'S  woh  atheld,  on  ewe  wise  i  ]>e  world 
J>at  he  eauer  walde, — wi^  anlepi  word,  3ea  wi^  his  an  wil, — ah  J>e  witti  Wealdent 
ant  te  rihtwise,  biradde  hit  swa  swiSe  wel,  J^at  he  J^at  ouercom  mon  were  akast 
]>uv  mon  wi^  mekeleic  ant  luste,  nawt  wi^  lu^er  streng'Se ;  |?at  he  ne  mihte  nanes 
wise  meanen  him  of  wohe." 

Hwils  J>eos  eadi  meiden  motede  ant  mealde  |?us,  ant  muchele  mare,  )?at  an 
modieste  of  ham  J'at  mealde  to-3ain  hire  war^S  swa  awundred  of  hire  witti  wordes, 
ant  swa  offeared  ant  ofFruht,  ant  alle  hise  feren,  ];at  nefde  hare  nan  tunge  to  tauelin 
a  dint  [wi^].  Se  swi'Se  Godes  grace  agaste  ant  agide  ham,  ]?at  euch  an  biheold 
o^er  as  he  bidweoled  were ;  |7at  nan  ne  seide  na  ]>ing  ah  seten  stille  ase  stan  : 
cwich  ne  ewe's  Jjer  neauer  an.  pes  Keiser  bigapede  ham  as  mon  |?at  bigon  to  weden 
ant  to  wur'Sen  ut  of  his  ahne  wit :  wodeliche  seide,  "  Hwat  nu,  unwreaste  men, 
ant  wacre  ]?en  eni  wake !  of  deaSe  ant  of  dul  wit !  Nu  is  owre  stunde !  Hwi  studi3e 
30  nu,  ant  steuente^  se  stille  ^  ?  Nabbe  30  te'S  ba  ant  tunge  to  sturien  ?  Is  nu  se 
storliche  unstreng^et  ower  strengSe,  ant  ower  wit  awealt,  swa  ]>at  te  mihte  ant 
te  mot  of  ane  se  make  meiden  schal  meistren  ow  alle?  Me  3if  fifti  wimmen,  ant 
tah  J;er  ma  weren,  hefden  wi^  word  ower  an  awarpen,  nere  hit  schendlac  inoh  ant 
schir  scheme  to  alle  l^at  3elpe'S  of  lare  ?  Nu  is  aire  scheme  meast,  )?at  an  anlepi 
meiden,  wi^  hire  anes  mu'S  bane's  swa  biteuelet,  itemed,  ant  iteied  (alle  itald 
bi  tale)  fif  si^e  tene  icudde  ant  icorene  ant  of  ferrene  ifat,  pat  al  30  been  blodles 
ikimet,  of  ow  seleuen.  Hwider  is  ower  wit  ant  ower  wisdom  iwent  ?  BrekeS  on 
for  bismere,  ant  biginne^  sumhwat  !" 

Onswerede  ]?a  }>at  an  );at  te  o^re  helden  for  hehste  ant  heaued  of  ham  alle, 
ant  cwe^  to  J^e  kinge  :  "  An  hwat  ich  'uUe  ];at  tu  wite,  |7at  we  habbe^  witnesse 
'  "  Quid  vos,  ignavi  et  degeneres,  habitatis  sensibus,  sic  commutescitis  ?''  Latin  MS. 


ST  CATHARINE  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 


31 


of  alle  ]>e  wise  ]?at  beon  in  Easfc-londe,  ]?at  neauer  a-^et  jjis  dai  ne  funde  we  nohwer 
nan  se  deep  ilearet  J'at  durste  sputi  wi^  us ;  ant  3if  he  come  i  place,  nere  he 
neauer  se  prud,  ]7at  he  ne  talde  him  al  tom\  ear  he  turnde  fram  us.  Ah  nis 
nawt  hhthch  of  ]>is  meidenes  mot ;  for  [3if]  ich  so^  schal  seggen,  in  hire  ne 
motes  na  mon.  For  nawt  nis  hit  monhch  mot  J'at  ha  mealed,  ne  nis  heo  ]?at 
haue'S  mot;  ah  is  an  heuenhch  gast  in  hire  swa  a3ain  us,  )?at  we  ne  cunnen, 
ne  (]>ah  we  cu^en)  we  nuUen,  ne  ne  duren,  warpen  na  word  a3ain  to  weorren  ne 
to  wra^^en  him  ]7at  ha  treowe'S  on.  For  sone  se  ha  Crist  clepede  ant  his  nome 
nempnede  ant  te  muchele  mihtes  of  his  hehness,  ant  schawde  seo'Sen  sutelhche  of 
pe  deopeschipe  ant  te  dearne  run  of  his  dea^  o  rode*,  al  wat  awai  ure  worldliche 
wit,  swa  we  weren  adredde  of  his  drihtnesse.  And  tat  we  kenniS  ]>e  wel,  keiser, 
ant  cu'Se^,  J>at  we  leaueS  |?i  lahe  ant  al  )?i  bileaue,  ant  turnen  alle  to  Crist.  Ant 
her  we  cnawlecheS  him  so^S  Godd  ant  Godes  Sune,  ]>a,t  se  muche  godleic  cudde 
us  alle  on  eor^e,  j^at  woh  haue^  eni  mon  to  weorren  him  mare.  Dis  we  schawe^ 
|?e;  nu  sei  J^at  tu  wilt." 

pe  keiser  kaste  his  heaued,  as  wod  mon,  of  wraS^e,  ant  bearninde  al  as  he 
was  of  grome  ant  of  teone,  bed  bringen  o  brune  a  fur  amidde  'pe  burh ;  ant  ba 
binden  ham  swa  ]?e  fet  ant  te  honden  J^at  ha  wrungen  a3ain :  ant  i  )?e  reade  leie  ant 
i  ye  leitende  fur,  het  warpen  euch  fot.  As  men  droh  ham  to  hare  dea'S,  pa  j,eide  pm 
pat  an,  ant  elnede  j^e  o'Sre  :  "  O  leue  feren,  feire  is  us  ifallen.  Ah  3et  we  for3ete'S 
us,  nu  pe  deore  Drihtin  areaw  us,  ant  toe  read  to  ure  aide  dusischipes  |7at  we  driuen 
longe ;  ant  haue^  adiht  us  to  dei  to  drehe  pis  dea^  ]7urh  his  milde  milce,  J^at  we 
forleose  pis  hf  for  his  leue  luue,  i  trewe  bileaue,  ant  i  pe  cnawlechinge  of  his  kinewurSe 
nome.    Hwi  ne  hihe  we  for  to  beon  ifulhtnet,  as  he  het  hise,  ear  we  faren  henne  I" 

As  he  iseide  hefde,  bisohten  (as  ha  stoden)  alle  in  a  steuene,  J'at  tes  meiden 
moste,  i  pe  wur^schipe  of  Godd,  wi^  halewende  wattres  biheolden  ham  alle.  Ah 
heo  ham  onswerede  ant  swoteliche  seide,  "Ne  drede  30  ow  nawiht,  cnihtes  icorene, 
for  30  schulen  beon  ifulhtnet  ant  beten  alle  owre  bruchen,  |?at  30  ibroken  habbe'S, 
in  owre  blodes  rune ;  ant  tis  ferliche  fur  schal  lihten  in  ow  pe  halwende  lei  of  pe 
Hali  Gast^,  pat  i  furene  tungen  ontendede  pe  apostles."  Men  warp  ham  mid  tis 
ilke  word  amidde  pe  leie.  Der  ha  heuen  up  hare  honden  to  heuene;  ant  swa, 
some  readliche,  j^urh  seli  martirdom  ferden,  wi^  murh'Se  icrunet,  to  Criste,  o  pe 
jjrittu'Se  dei  of  Nouembres  mone^.  Ah  j^at  was  miracle  muchel,  J'at  now^er  nes 
iwemmet  da's  |?at  ha  hefden,  ne  hear  of  hare  heaued.  Ah  wiS  se  swrSe  lufsume 
leores  ha  leien,  se  rudie  ant  se  reade  ilitet  eauer-euch  leor,  as  lilie  ileid  to  rose, 
pat  nawiht  ne  |?uhte  hit  pat  ha  weren  deade,  ah  pat  ha  slepten  swoteliche  o 
sweouete ;  swa  pat  fele  turnden  to  treowe  bileaue  ant  |?oleden  anan  dea'5  i  pe 
nome  of  Drihtin.  Comen  Cristene  a-niht  ant  nome  hare  bodies,  ant  biburiden  ham 
dearnliche,  as  hit  deh  Drihtines  cnihtes. 

1  "Si  autem  jactantius  conserere  verba  prae-         ^  "Debaptismo  soliciti  ne  sitis ;  erit  vobis  salu- 

sumpsit,  continuo  victus  et  confusus  recessit."  Latin  taris  baptismus  sanguinis  vestri  perfusio,  et  ignis 

MS.  iste  cruciatorius  flammeum  ignem  Spiritus  Sancti 

^  '  Crucis  ipsius  mysterium.'    Ibid.  vobis  infert."  Ibid. 
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I^ah  )ns  Wcas  idon  ]>UB,  het  eft  ]>e  keiser  }>at  men  schulde  Katerine  bringen 
biforen  him,  ant  tus  to  hire  clepede :  "  O  mihti  meiden  !  O  witti  wummon,  wur'S- 
mund  ant  alle  wur^schipe  wur'Se !  O  schene  nebschaft,  ant  schape  se  swi^e  semHche, 
]?at  schulde  beo  se  prudliche  ischrud  ant  iprud  wi^  pel  ant  wiS  purpre  !  Nim  3eme 
of  JjI  3uhe^e :  arewe  yi  wlite ;  ant  nim  read,  seli  meiden,  to  ]>e  seluen.  Ga  ant 
gret  ure  godes,  ]>Ebt  tu  igremed  hauest,  ant  tu  schalt,  after  |>e  cwen,  eauer  ]>g  cSer 
been  in  halle  ant  i  bure :  ant  al  ich  wule  dihten  ]>e  domen  of  mi  kinedom  after 
)?at  tu  demest.  Ant  3et  I  segge  mare :  ich  'ulle  lete  makien  ]?e  of  gold  an  ymage 
as  cwen  icrunet ;  ant  swa  man  schal  amid  te  burh  setten  hit  on  heh  up  :  Jrafter 
men  schal  beoden  ant  bodien  hit  ouer  al,  j^at  alle  ]?at  ter  bi-ga^  greten  hit  o  ]>{ 
nome,  ant  buhe  ]?er-toward,  alle  to  wur^Smund,  burhmen  ant  o^re.  On  ende, 
]?u  schalt  habben  hehliche,  as  an  of  ure  heucnliche  lafdis,  of  marbre  stan  a  temple, 
)>at  schal  ai  stonden..  hwil  fat  te  worlde  stent,  to  witnesse  of  ]>i  wurSmund." 

Katerine  onswerede,  smirkinde  sum  del,  ant  cwe^  to  J»e  kinge,  "Feire  ule^ 
yi  mu^,  ant  murie  ]?u  makest  hit.  Ah  ich  drede  ]7at  tis  dream  drahie  toward  dea^, 
as  de^  mereminnes.  Ah  al  ]>e  helped  an  jjin  olhtnunge  ant  tin  eie.  Ful  wel  ich 
'ulle  ]>a,t  tu  wite,  ne  mah  tu  wi^  na  J'ing  wende  min  herte  fram  Him  fat  ich  heie 
ant  ai  wule  herien.  Bihat  al  fat  tu  wult;  J>reap  l^rafter  inoh,  ant  j^reate  fat  tu 
beo  weri ;  ne  mei  me  wunne,  ne  wele,  ne  na  weorldes  wur^schipe,  ne  mei  me  nowSer 
tene,  ne  tintrehe,  turnen  fra  mi  lef-mones  luue,  J'at  ich  on  leue^  He  haue^  iwedded 
him  to  mi  meidenhad  wi^  fe  ringe  of  rihte  bileaue,  ant  ich  habbe  to  him  treweliche 
itake  me.  Swa  we  bee's  ifestned  ant  iteiet  in  an,  ant  swa  fe  cnot  is  icnut 
bituhen  us  tweien,  fat  ne  mei  hit  luste,  ne  lu^er  streng^e  nowSer,  of  na  liuiende 
mon  leosen  ne  le^ien.  He  is  mi  lif  ant  mi  luue,  and  he  is  J»at  gladie^  me  ;  mi 
so^e  blisse  buue  me,  mi  wele  ant  mi  wunne ;  ne  nawt  ne  wilne  ich  elles.  Mi 
swete  lif,  se  softeliche  he  smecche^  me  ant  smelle^,  fat  al  me  }>unche^  sauure  ant 
softe  fat  he  sent  me.  Stute  fu  fenne,  ant  stew  fe,  ant  stille  J^ine  wordes,  for  ha 
beo^  me  unwurS  :  J'at  wite  fu  to  wisse." 

pe  king  ne  cuSe  nawit,  ah  bigon  to  cwakien,  ant  nuste  hwat  seggen.  Het,  o 
wode  wise,  strupen  hire  steorc  naket,  ant  beaten  hire  bare  flesch  ant  hire  frehche  bodi 
wi^  cnotte  schurgen^.  Ant  swa  men  dide  sone  fat  hire  leflich  lich  liSerede  al  o  blode ; 
ah  heo  hit  lihtliche  a-ber  ant  lahinde  |7olede.  Het  hire  J^rafter  kasten  i  cwalm-hus, 
ant  bed  halden  hire  J>rin ;  ]7at  ha  nowSer  ne  ete,  lasse  ne  mare,  twelf  daies  fulle. 

Bicom  fat  te  King  Maxence  moste  faren,  ant  ferde  into  fe  ferreste  ende  of 
Alixandre.  De  qwen,  Auguste,  longede  for  to  seen  f\a  meiden  Katerine ;  ant 
clepede  to  hire  Porphire,  cnihtene  prince,  ant  seide  him  a  sweuen  fat  hire  wus 
ischeawed ;  |7at  ha  seh  sitten  fis  meiden  wi^  monie  hwite  wur'Sliche  men  ant 
meidenes  inohe  abute  biset  ^ ;   ant  heo  was  hire  self  ]>er-imong,  as  hire  )7uhte,  ant 


'  The  remainder  of  the  speech  is  an  expansion 
of  the  following  Latin  :  '  Christus  me  sibi  sponsam 
adoptavit;  ego  me  Christo  sponsam  indissociabili 
federe  coaptavi.  Ille  gloria  mea,  ille  generositas 
mea,  ille  amor  mens,  ille  dulcedo  et  dilectio  mea.' 
A  reply  of  Maxentius  and  a  rejoinder  of  St  Catha- 


rine are  then  added  in  the  Latin,  but  they  have 
dropped  out  in  the  translation, 

'  expoliatam  scorpionibus  cedi.'    Latin  MS. 
"  The  Latin  is  '  puellam  intra  septa  domicilii 
sedentem  inestimabili  claritate  circumfultam,  et 
viros  dealbatos  circumsedentes,' 
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te  an  toe  a  guldene  crune,  ant  sette  upon  hire  heaued,  ant  seide  to  hire  }?us :  "  Haue, 
Cwen,  a  crune  isend  te  of  heouene."  And  for  }»i  ha  seide  hire  luste  swiSe  3eorne 
epeke  wiS  ]7is  meiden,  Porphire  3ettede  al  J»at  ha  3ernede,  ant  leadde  hire,  i  j^e 
niht,  anan  to  ]>e  cwarterne.  Ah  svvuch  leome  ant  hht  leitede  l^rin,  j^at  ne  mihten 
ha  nawt  loken  )7er-a3aines ;  ah  felle  ba  for  fearlac  dun  duuel-rihtes.  Ah  an  se 
swi'Se  swote  smal  com  anan  |7refter,  }>at  fleide  awei  J'at  fearlac  ant  frourede  ham 
sone^  "  Arise^,"  quo^  Katerine,  "  ne  drede  30  nawiht,  for  ]?e  deore  Drihtin 
haue^i  idiht  ow  ba  ]>e  blissfule  crune  of  hise  icorene."  Da  ha  weren  iseten  up, 
sehen  as  te  engles^  wi^  smirles  of  aromaz  smereden  hire  wundes  ant  bi-eoden  swa 
]>e  bruches  of  hire  bodi,  al  to-broken  of  ]>e  beatinge,  ]?at  te  flesch  ant  te  fel  wur^en 
swa  feire,  ]>at  ha  awundreden  ham  swi^e  of  ]?at  sih^e.  As  tis  meiden  bigon  to 
bealden  ham  ba^e,  ant  to  ]>e  Cwen  seide,  "  Cwen,  icoren  of  lesu  Crist,  beo  nu 
stalewur'Se,  for  Jm  schalt  stihe  bifore  me  to  Drihtin  in  heuene.  Ne  beo  ]}u  nawiht 
offruht  for  pinen,  )?at  fai'e^  for^  in  an  himdhwile  ;  for  wi'S  swuche  Jju  schalt  bi3eten 
ant  buggen  ]>e  endelese  blissen.  Ne  dred  tu  nawt  to  leosen  ]>in  eorSliche  lauerd 
for  lesu  Crist,  jjat  is  King  of  |)at  echo  kinedora ;  ]7at  3eld,  for  ]?e  false  wurS- 
schipe  of  ]?is  world,  heuene-riches  wunne ;  ■  for  ];ing  |)at  sone  ali^,  wele  J'at  ai 
laste'S." 

Feng  ]?a  Porphire  to  freinen  |ns  meiden  hwucche  were  J>e  meden  ant  te  ende- 
lese lif,  )?at  Godd  haue^  ileaned  his  leue  icorene,  for  ]>e  luren  [of]  tis  worldliche  lif, 
]>a,t  ha  leose^  for  )>e  luue  of  rihte  bileaue.  Heo  onswerede  ant  seide,  "  Beo  nu 
fenne,  Porphire,  stille,  ant  understond  me^.  Cons'  tu  bulden  a  burh  invvi-S  i  |;in 
heorte,  al  abute  bituined  wi'S  a  derewur^e  wal,  schinende  ant  schenre  |?en  3im-stanes, 
steapre  J'en  eni  steorre ;  ant  euch  bold  j^rinwi^  briht  as  hit  bearninde  were,  ant 
leitinde  al  o  leie'* ;  ant  al  ]>at  ter-in  is  glistinde  ant  gleaminde,  as  hit  were  seluer 
cSer  gold  sme'Se ;  istanet  euch  strete  wi'S  deorewur^e  stanes  of  mislich  heowes, 
imenget  to-gederes,  ant  isliket  ant  isme^et  as  eni  glas  sme^est,  wi^ute  sloh  ant 
slec,  eauer  iliche  sumerliche ;  ant  alle  ]>e  burhmen  seuensiSe  brihtre  J^en  beo  ]>e  sunne, 
gleowinde  of  euch  gleo  ant  ai  mare  ihche  glade  ? — for  nawiht  ne  derue^  ham,  nawiht 
ne  wonte"S  ham  of  al  J^at  ha  wilneS,  o'Ser  mahen  wilnen.  Alle  singende  somen,  ase 
lif  leui  euch  an  wi^  oSer ;  alle  pleiende  somen,  alle  lahinde  somen,  eauer  iliche  lusti 
bute  blinnunge ;  for  ]>er  is  a  liht  ant  a  leitende  leome.  Ne  niht  nis  ter  neauer, 
ne  neauer  na  nowcin ;  ne  eile^  |7er  na  mon,  nowSer  sorhe  ne  sar,  now^er  heate 
ne  chele,  nowSer  hunger  ne  ]?rust,  ne  nan  of-]7unchinge :  for  nis  ter  nawt  bittres, 
ah  al  is  swete-wil,  swottre  ant  swottre  J>en  eauer  eni  hali-vvei,  i  ]?at  heuenliche  lond, 
i  Jjat  endlese  lif,  i  ]?e  wunnen  ant  te  weolen  J?urh-wuniende :  ant  monie  ma  murh^en 
|?en  alle  men  mihten  wi^  hare  mu^  munnen  ant  tellen  vftS  tungen,  J>ah  ha  ai  talden: 
ne  neauer  ne  blunne^  now^er  ne  lasse^,  ah  lasted  ai  mare,  se  lengre  se  mare.  3if 


^  "  Cujus  ex  fulgore  perterriti  corruerunt  in  ter- 
rain. Mox  inestimabilis  odor  suavitatis  naribus  in- 
fusus  ad  siiem  meliorem  eos  confortavit."  Latin  MS. 

'  Their  ministration  is  described  in  the  Latin, 
just  after  St  Catharine  was  thrown  into  prison. 
The  Semi-Saxon  has  passed  it  over. 
6 


^  The  Latin  adds  how  St  Catharine,  receiving  a 
crown  from  the  old  men  who  sat  by,  placed  it  on 
the  queen's  head. 

"  The  remainder  of  this  brUhant  description  is 
rather  a  paraphrase  than  a  translation. 
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]>u  3et  wito  wult  hwucche  wihtes  per  beon  per  as  tis  blisse  is,  3if  per  is  or-cost  o^er 
eni  ahte, — icli  j^e  onswerie :  Al  pat  eauer  god  is,  al  is  ter  eihwer ;  and  hwat  se 
iioht  vvurb  nis,  pat  nis  ter  nohwer.  pu  askest,  hwat  oht'  ?    pat  nan  eor^lich 

ehe  ne  mei  hit  seon,  ich  segge,  ne  nan  eor^Hch  eare  hercnen  ne  heren,  ne  heorte 
))enchen  of  mon,  ant  (hure)  meale  wiS  muS,  hwat  te  worldes  Wealdent  haue^ 
i3arket  to  |;'eo  pat  him  riht  luuie^."  Porphire  ant  Auguste  iwar^en  of  pes  wordes 
swi^e  wel  cweme;  ant  se  hardi  for  pi  pat  ha  hefden  isehen  sih^en  of  heouene,  pat 
ha  wenden  fram  hire  abute  midniht,  3arewe  to  alle  pe  wa,  pat  eni  mon  mihte  ham 
3arken,  to  drehen  for  Drihtin. 

Freineden  Porphire  alle  hise  cnihtes  hwer  he  hefden  wiS  J^e  Cwen  iwunet  ant 
iwaket  se  longe  of  pe  niht.  And  Porphire  ham  seide :  "  Hwer  ich  habbe  iwaket 
ich  on  wel  pat  50  witen,  for  wel  ow  sehal  wm^'Sen,  3if  30  me  wulle^S  lustnin  ant 
leuen ;  for  nabbe  ich  nawt  pia  niht  worldliche  iwecchet,  ah  habbe  heuenliche 
iwaket ;  per  is  al  mi  rihte  bileaue ;  per  men  unwreah  me  pe  wei  pat  leaded  to 
lif,  per  as  men  Hue's  ai,  i  blisse  buten  euch  bale,  i  wunne  buten  wa.  For  pi,  3if 
3e  beon  mine,  as  under  me  isette,  ant  wulle'S  alle  wi^  me  in  eche  murh^e  wunien, 
leaueS  to  leue  lengre  o  j^es  mix  ant  lease  maumez  ",  pat  merre'S  ow  ant  alle  peo 
pat  ham  to-lute^ ;  ant  wendeS  to  pe  Wealdent  |7at  al  pe  world  wrahte,  God  heuen- 
lich  Fader,  euch  godes  ful,  ant  hole's  ant  hone's  his  an  deorewur^e  Sune,  lesu 
Crist  hatte,  ant  te  Hali  Gast  (hare  ba'Sre  luue),  pat  lihte'S  of  ham  ba^e,  ant  hme'S 
to-gederes,  swa  |7at  nan  ne  mei  sundren  fram  o'Ser ; — alle  preo  an  Godd,  almihti, 
ouer  al !  For  he  halt  in  his  hond  (pat  is,  wisse^  ant  wealt)  pe  heuene  ant  te 
eor'Se,  pe  sea  ant  te  sunne,  ant  alle  ischepene  J'inges,  sehene  ant  unsehene.  Deo 
pat  leoue'S  pis  sor&  ant  leaue'S  J^at  lease,  and  buhsame  ant  beisume  halde^  his  heastes, 
he  bane's  bihaten  ham  pat  he  ham  wile  lasten  J>at  is  blisse  buten  ende  i  pe  riche  of 
heuene.  And  hwa  se  is  swa  unseli  pat  he  pis  schunie,  ne  schal  he  neauer  tene  ne 
tintrehe  trukien  in  inwarde  helle.  To  longe  we  hauen  driuen  ure  dusischipes,  ant 
he  haueS  i];olede  us,  pe  ]7olemode  Lauerd ;  ne  we  nusten  hwat  we  diden,  a'Sat  he 
undutte  us,  ant  tahte  us  trewe  bileaue,  ]7urh  pat  eadi  meiden  Katerine,  J>at  te 
king  pine^  in  cwalm-hus,  ant  j^enche^  to  acwellen."  Dus  he  talede  wel  wi^  twa 
hundred  cnihtes,  ant  wi^i  ma  3et,  |?at  3euen  anen  up  hare  3eomere  bileaue,  ant 
wurpen  al  awai  hare  witlese  lei,  ant  wenden  to  Criste^. 

Crist  ne  for3et  nawt  pat  he  ne  nom  3eme  to  hire  pat  men  held  set,  as  te  Keiser 
het,  bute  mete  ant  mei,  i  ]^e  cwarterne ;  ah  wi^  fode  of  heuene,  ]>urh  his  ahne 
engel  in  culurene  iliche,  fedde  hire  al  pe  twelf  dahes, — as  he  dide  Daniel  jjurh 
Abacuc  pe  prophet  i  pe  hunes  lehe,  |7er  he  in-lutede*.  Ure  Lauerd  himself  com 
wi^  engles,  ant  wiS  monie  mednes  wi^-alle,  wiS  swuch  dream  ant  drihtfare  as 
Drihtin  deah  to  cumen;  ant  scheawde  him  ant  sutelede  himself  to  hire  seluen,  ant 


'  '  Quod,  inquis,  bonum  ?'    Latin  MS. 

'  '  Idola  vana,  quae  hue  usque  coluimus,  irelin- 
quite.'  Ibid. 

•'  "  Erant  ducenti  et  eo  amplius  milites  quibus  a 
Porpliirio  talia  referebantur,  qui  mox  idola  vana 
respuentes  ad  Christum  conversi  sunt."  Ibid. 


*  "  Et  quia  bis  senis  diebus  sine  alimento  earn 
esse  tyrannus  jusserat,  qui  Danielem  prophetam  in 
lacu  leonum  pavit,  ipse  innocentam  puellam,  per 
lios  dies,  missa  de  ca?Io  Candida  columba,  fovere 
non  destitit."  Ibid. 
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spec  wi^  hire  ant  seide,  "  Bihald  me,  deore  dohter,  bihald  tin  hehe  Healend  !  for 
hwas  noma  Jju  hauest  al  undernumen  yis  nowcin.  Beo  stalewur^e  ant  stond  we!. 
Ne  J'arf  J7u  drede  na  dea'S  for  :  lo  !  wi^  hwucche  ich  habbe  idiht  to  do  ]?e  i  mi 
kinedom,  ]7at  is  tin,  wi^  me  imeane  as  mi  leofmon.  Na  j^ing  ne  dred  tu,  for  ich 
am  eauer  wi^  fe,  do  ]>a,t  men  do  ])e ;  ant  monie  schulen  ]>urh  ]>e  j,et  turne  to  me'." 
Wi"S  l^is  ilke  step  up  wi^  al  ]>at  heouenhche  bird,  ant  steah  into  ]>e  heuene;  ant 
heo  biheld  after  ai  hwil  ha  mihte,  bhsful  ant  bh^e. 

Vnder  |7is  com  |?e  ]?urs  Maxence,  ]?e  wode  wulf,  ]?e  hea'Sene  hund,  a3ain  to  his 
kine-burh.  Deos  meiden,  i  ]?e  marhen,  was  ibroht  biforen  him  -,  ant  he  be^on 
to  fon  on,  o  j^isse  weis,  toward  hire,  "  Dis  me  were  wilre,  5if  ]>u  wel  waldest,  to 
habbe  ant  to  halden  ]>e  cwic,  J^en  to  acwellen  j^e.  Du  most  nede,  no"Seles,  an  of 
J?es  twa  curen  ant  cheosen  anan-riht :  Ubbe,  3if  leist  lac  to  ure  liuiende  godes ; 
o'Ser,  3if  ]?u  nult  nawt,  dreriUche  deien."  pis  meiden  sone  anan  onswerede  ant 
seide,  "  Let  me  libben,  swa  ]>et  I  ne  leose  nawt  him  |?at  is  mi  leof  ant  mi  lif,  lesu 
Crist,  mi  Lauerd.  Ne  nawiht  ne  drede  ich  deaS  ]jat  ouer-gea'S,  for  ]>at  endelese 
lif  J?at  he  haueS  ileaned  me  anan-riht  ]?refter.  Ah  ]>u  bijjenche  ])G  anan  teonen 
ant  tintrehen,  J?e  aire  meast  derue  ]>at  eni  deadlich  flesch  mahe  drehen  ant  drahen, 
for  me  longed  heonnewarS :  for  mi  Lauerd,  lesu  Crist,  mi  deorewurSe  leofmon. 
Intel  ear  bane's  ileaded  me  ;  ant  wel  is  me  )?at  ich  mot  ba'Se  mi  flesch  ant  mi  blod 
offrin  him  to  lake,  ])at  olfrede  to  his  Fader,  for  me  ant  for  al  folc,  himself  o  ]?e 
rode 

Hwil  f>e  king  weol  al  inwi^  of  wrati^e,  com  a  burh-reue,  as  ];e  Jjat  was  te 
deoueles  budel,  Belial  of  helle,  Cursates  hehte*,  ant  tus  on  heh  clepede :  "O  kene 
King,  O  icud  Keiser,  3et  ne  seh  Katerine  nanes  cunnes  pine  J)at  ha  ah  to  drede. 
Do  idon  dede,  nu  ha  ]>us  jjreate'S  ant  Jreape^  a3ain  ]>e.  Hat,  hwil  ha  wed  Jjus, 
inwi^  ]>eos  ]>re  dahes  3arken  fowr  hweoles,  ant  let  |»urh-driuen  ]>rehev  ]>e  speaken 
ant  te  felien  wi^  irnene  gadien  ;  swa  ]>Sit  te  pikes  ant  te  irnene  preones,  se  scharpe 
ant  se  starke,  borien  ]?urh  ant  beoren  for'S  feor  o  ]>at  o'Ser  half,  ]>a.t  al  j^at  hweol 
beo  ]?urh-spited  mid  kenre  pikes  ]7en  eni  cnif,  rawe  bi  rawe.  Let  tenne  turnen  hit 
swiftliche  abuten  ;  swa  j^at  Katerine  wiS  ]7at  grisliche  rune,  hwen  ha  J>er  bi-sit  ant 
bihalt  ter  upon,  swike  hire  sotschipes,  ant  ure  wil  wurche ;  o^er,  3if  ha  nule  no, 
ha  schal  beo  to-hwi^ered  wiS  ]>e  hweoles,  swa  (in  an  hondhwile)  fat  alle  ]7at  hit 
bihalde^  schulen  grure  habben." 

pe  king  hercnede  his  rea^,  ant  was  sone,  as  he  het,  )?is  heane  ant  tis  hatele 
tintreohe  itimbret ;  ant  was  te  |)ridde  dai  idrahen  J»ider  as  te  reuen  weren  eauer 
wunet.    Ant  te  king  heold  ta,  of  ]>is  eadi  meiden,  hise  kine-motes. 

pis  pinfule  gin  was  o  swuch  wise  iginet,  pat  te  twa  turnden  ei^er  wi^ward 
o^er,  ant  anes  weis  ba^e ;  ]?e  o'Ser  twa  turnden  anes  weis  alswa,  ah  to-3ain  j^e  o^re; 


'  "  Constans  esto  et  ne  paveas  :  quia  ego  tecum 
sum,  nec  te  desero.  Est  etenim  non  parva  turba 
hominum  per  te  nomini  meo  creditura."  Latin  MS. 

^  In  the  Latin,  Maximinus  is  made  to  express 
his  amazement  that  St  Catharine  was  so  Mttle 
affected  by  her  twelve  days'  fast. 


^  According  to  the  Latin,  the  discussion  is  then 
continued,  and  the  courage  of  the  martyr  excites 
several  of  the  spectators  to  become  Christians. 

"  "Siiperveniens  autem  vir  quidam,  nomine  Cur- 
sates, urbis  praefectus,  et  ipse  vir  Belial,  furentem 
regem  ad  novam  accendit  insaniam."  Ibid. 

6—2 
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swa  ]7at  livvcii  ]'c  twa  waldcn  kasten  upward  J^ing  )>at  ha  cahten,  ]>e  o"Sre  walde 
(Irahcn  hit  ant  dusten  dunewardes ; — se  grisHche  igreiSet,  ]?at  grure  grap  euch 
moil  hwcM  he  lokcde  ))ron.  Her,  amid  heapes,  was  tis  meiden  iset,  for  to  al 
to-rondcn  ant  rewfulHcho  to-renden,  yf  ha  nalde  hare  ra^  heren  ne  hercnen.  Ah 
heo  kast  up  hire  ehne  ant  cleopede  toward  heuene,  ful  hehe  wi^  hire  heorte, 
ah  wi^  stille  steuene :  "  Ahnihti  Godd,  cu^  nu  ]?i  mihte  ;  ant  menske  nu  |)in  hehe 
nome,  heauenhche  Lauerd  !  ant  for  to  festni  ham  i  heowe  bileaue,  ];at  beo  to  ]>e 
iturnde,  ant  Maxence  ant  alle  hise  halden  ham  mate,  smit  smertliche  ]?erto,  )?at 
alle  ];ise  fowr  hweoles  to-hwi^eren  to  stucches."  Dis  was  unea^  iseid,  J>at  an 
engel  ne  com  wi"?  feorliche  afluhte  fleoninde  a-duneward,  ant  draf  jjerto  dun-riht 
as  a  l^unres  dune :  ant  duste  hit  a  swuch  dunt,  J^at  hit  blgon  to  clateren  ant 
al  to  cleuen,  to  bresten  ant  to  breken,  as  tah  hit  were  bruchel  gleas,  ba  ^e  treo 
ant  te  irn ;  ant  ruten  for"?  wi^  swuch  rune,  ]>e  stucchen  of  ba'Se,  bimong  ham 
as  ha  stoden  ant  seten  ]7er  abuten,  j^at  ter  weren  isleine  of  |>at  awariede  folc 
fowr  Jmsend  fuUe.  Der  men  mihte  heren  ]>e  hea^ene  hundes  3ellen  ant  3uren  on 
euch  half :  ]7e  Crlstene  kenchen  ant  herie  ]?en  Healend,  ]>e  helpe'S  hise  ouer  aP. 
De  Reiser,  al  a-canget,  hefde  ilosed  mon-dream,  ant  dearede,  al  a-deadet,  dri- 
pninde  ant  dreri,  ant  drupest  aire  monne^. 

pe  Cwen  stod  eauer  stille  on  hehe,  ant  biheold  al.  Hefde  ihud  hire  a'Sat 
tenne,  ant  hire  bileaue  ihel ;  ]?a  3et  ne  mahte  ha  na  mare ;  ah  dude  hire  a-dun 
swi'Se  ant  for^  wi^ute  fearlac  o  fot  ]?iderwardes ;  ant  weorp  hire  bifore  J^en 
awariede  wulf^,  ant  3eide  ludere  steuene,  "  Wrecche  mon,  Jiat  tu  hit  art  !  hwerto 
wul"  tu  wrestlen  wi'S  worldes  W ealdent  ?  Hwat  madschipe  makeS  ]?e,  Ipu  bittre 
balefule  beast !  to  weorren  Him  f>at  wrahte  j^e  ant  alle  worldliche  )>inges  ?  Beo 
nu  ken,  ant  cnawes,  of  J'at  tu  isehen  hauest,  hu  mihti  ant  hu  meinful,  hu  heh 
ant  hu  hah  is  ]>es  Cristenes  Godd,  Crist  |7at  ha  herie'S.  Hu  wrakeliche,  wenes'  tu, 
wule  [he]  al  o  wra^^e  wreken  o  ]?e,  wrecche  !  J^at  haue^  to-driuen  wi^  a  dunt,  ant 
fordon  (for  ]>e)  to  dei  se  feole  |?usend  V — Monie  wi^-alle  of  Jjat  hea^ene  folc,  ]?at 
alle  weren  isihen  hider  for  to  seo  ym  feorlich,  sone  se  ha  ]?is  sehen  ant  herden 
[swa]  lj>e  Cwen  speken, — alle  somen  turnden  ant  token  to  3eien,  "  Witerliche,  muche 
wur^,  ant  wur^  alle  wur'Sschipe,  is  ]>es  meidenes  Godd,  Crist,  Godd,  Codes  Sune : 
ant  him  we  kenned  ant  cnawe^  to  Lauerd  ant  to  heh  Healend  heonne  for^- 
wardes ;  ant  tine  mix  maumez  alle  beon  amansed  ;  for  ha  ne  mahen  nowSer  helpen 
ham  seluen,  ne  ham  ]7at  ham  serue^." 

pe  king  walde  weden,  swa  him  gremed  wi^  ham ;  ah  wi^  J^e  Cwen  swi?est. 
Biheld  hire  heterliche,  ant  bigon  to  );reatin  hire  |7us,  o  |?isse  wise :  "  Hu  nu,  dame, 
dotes  tu?  Cwen,  a-canges  tu  nu  witi  alle  ]>es  o'Sre?  Hwi  motes  tu  se  madliche? 
Ich  swerie  bi  pe  mihtes  of  ure  godes  muchele,  bute  3if  J>u,  ]>e  timluker,  do  ]>e 
i  ]>e  3ein-turn,    ant  ure  godes  grete  ]?at  tu  greniest  nu-Se*,   I  schal  schawe  hu 

'  '  Quid  plura  ?  Dolor  et  confusio  gentilium,  vox         '■'  '  In  conspectu  bellua  saevientis.'  Ibid. 
et  exultatio  Christianorum.'    Latin  MS.  "  'Quod  nisi  maturius  ab  hac  stultitia  resipi- 

^  'Ipse  tyrannus,  dentibus  frendens  et  mente  scens  diis  immolaveris.'  Ibid. 
turbatus,  quid  agat  excogitat.'  Ibid. 
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mi  sword  bite  i  ]>!  swire ;  ant  lete  to-luken  ]>i  flesch  ]>&  fuheles  of  ]>e  lufte.  And 
5et  ne  schal  tu  nower  neh  se  lichtliche '  atsterten,  ah  strengre  ])u  schalt  J»olien ; 
for  ich  'uUe  leote  luken  ant  teo  'pe  titles  awei  of  pine  bare  breosten,  ant  ]?refter 
do  |)e  to  dea^,  deruest  j^ing  to  drehen."  "Alle  J'ine  freates  ne  drede  ich,"  quo^ 
ha,  "  riht  nawt.  Eauer  se  ]>u  mare  wa  ant  mare  weane  dost  me,  for  mi  newe 
lefmon,  ];at  ich  on  wi'S  luue  leue,  se  pu  wurches  mi  wil  ant  mi  weol  mare.  Du 
nu  |?enne  hihendhche  }>at  tu  hauest  on  heorte,  for  of  me  ne  schal  tu  bi5ete 
nawiht  mare."  Sone  se  he  understod  wel  |?at  he  ne  sturede  hire  nawt,  het  (on 
hat  herte)  unhendehche  nimen  hire;  ant  wi^ute  dom,  anan-riht,  ]7urh-driuen  hire 
tittes  wi^  irnene  neiles,  ant  renden  ham  up  heterhche  wi^  ]?e  breoste-roten.  As 
J'es  deoueles  driueles  drohen  to  fordon  hire,  ha  biseh  toward  Katerine,  ant  seide, 
"  Eadi  meiden !  ernde  me  to  J»i  leue  Lauerd,  for  hwas  luue  ich  ]>o\ie  pat  men 
bi-lime"S  me  pus  ;  pai  He,  i  pe  tentrehe  |?at  ich  am  iturn  to,  harde  min  [heorte], 
l^at  tes  wake  ules  ne  wurse  neauer  mi  mod',  swa  J>at  I  slakie  to  of-earnen  heuen- 
riche ;  ant  ich  ne  forga  neauer  for  fearlaic  of  na  pine  pat  beo  fleschliche,  pe  crune 
l^at  Crist  hauelS  (after  J;at  tu  cwiddest)  ilenet^  hise  icorene."  "  Ne  dred  tu  nawt," 
quo^  Katerine,  "  derewur^e  Cwen,  ant  dere  wi^  Drihtin  of  heuene,  for  pe  is 
ilened  to  dei,  for  a  lutel  eor^lich  lond,  pat  heuenlich  kinedora ;  for  a  mon  of 
lam.  Him  |7at  is  Lauerd  of  lif^ ;  for  pis  lutle  pine  |?at  a-li^  i  lute  hwile,  endelese 
reste  i  pe  riche  of  heuene ;  ant  for  j^is  swifte  pine,  J>at  a-swike"S  se  sone,  blissen 
buten  ende,  ant  murh^Sen  ai  mare.  Ant  nawt  ne  wene  pu  pat  tu  forwur^e ;  for 
nu  pu  biginnest  earst,  ant  art  iboren,  to  libben  i  pe  hf  pat  lasted  ai  buten  ende  " 

pe  Cwen  J»urh  |7is  steuene  was  swi'Se  istrenget ;  ant  se  stalewur'Se,  |?at  ha 
bigon  to  clepien  upo  pe  cwelleres,  ant  hihede  ham  to  donne  pat  ham  was  ihaten. 
And  heo  diden  drohen  hire  wi^ute  pe  burh-3ates ;  ant  tuhen  hire  tittes  up  of 
hire  breoste,  bi  pe  bare  bane,  wi^  eawles  of  irne;  ant  swipten  of  J^refter,  wiS 
sword,  hire  heaued ;  ant  heo  swerf  to  Criste*  upo  pe  preo  ant  twentu^e  dei  of 
Nouembres  raone^, — ant  J7at  was  on  a  Wednesdei  pat  ha  pus  wende  martir  to  pe 
murh^es  |7at  neauer  ne  wonie"S. 

Porphire  anan-riht  ferde  J'ider  i  |7e  niht,  ant  swucche  wi^  him  of  hise  men 
pat  he  wel  truste  on ;  ant  al  pe  lafdies  licome  lefliche  sraerde  wi^  smirles  of 
aromaz  swote  smellinde,  ant  biburiede  hire  as  hit  deh  martir  ant  cwen  for  to 
donne.  Men  com  i  pe  marhen,  [ant]  het  witen  hwa  hefde,  a3ain  pe  kinges 
forbode,  pat  licome  ilad  |7eonne.  Dah  Porphire  seh  fele,  |7at  men  seide  hit  upon, 
gultlese,  leaden  ant  draien  to  dea^Se,  leop  for"?  wi^ute  fearlac,  ant  com  to-fore 
pe  Keiser,  ant  keneliche  cleopede,  "  Sei,  pn  Sathanase  sune,  pu  King  forcu^est ! 
hwat  consf  tu  to  pes  men,  |7at  tu  |7us  leades  ?  Lowr !  ich  am  her,  pu  hatele 
gast,  wi^  alle  mine  hird-men,  to  3elden  reisun  for  ham.  Fordem  nu  me  ant  mine, 
pat  we  (a3ain  pin  heast)  pat  licome  awei  ledden  ant  leiden  in  eor^e."  Nu  pu 
art,"  quo'S  pe  king,   "  iken  ant  icnawen  pat  tu  haues  dea^  earned,  ant  |7urh  pe 


'  "Ut  infra  instantem  passionis  hujus  articulum 
confirmet  cor  meum,  ne  caro  infirma  cogat,"  &c. 
Latin  MS. 


^  '  Coronam...a  Christo  promissam.'  J  hid. 
3  '  Pro  mortali  sponso,  immortalem.'  Jbid. 
^  '  Migravit  ad  Christum.'  Ibid. 
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jillo  \)o  ohro.  All  foi-  )nt  art  cud  cniht  ant  heaued  of  ham  alle,  cheos  3et  of  ]>60b 
twa;  oSer,  chear  anan-riht,  }>at  to  o^re  chearren  jjurh  ])e,  ant  tu  schalt  libben, 
ant  beo  leof  ant  wurSme ;  o'Ser,  3cf  j^u  nult  no,  strcche  fop's  y'l  swire,  scharp 
sword  to  underfon." 

Porphire  ant  alle  hise  helden  ham  to-gederes ;  ant  wi'S  se  soSe  gabbes  gremeden 
him  se  sare,  ^at  he  het  heterliche,  anan,  wiSute  ]>e  burh  bihefden  ham  euch  fot ; 
ant  leafden  hare  bodies  unbiburied  alle,  fode  to  wilde  deor  ant  to  luft-fuheles. 
His  heast  was  ifor^et,  ant  alle  cleane  bihefded ;  ah,  for  al  his  forbode,  nes  hit 
]Kit  te  bodies  neren  ifat  i  ])e  niht  ant  feire  biburiet^  Nalde  nawt  Godd  leten 
his  martirs  licomes  liggen  to  forleosen,  )?at  hefde  bihaten  J>at  an  her  of  hare  heaued 
ne  schulde  forwur^en. 

pn  3et  nes  nawt  J>e  kinges  Jiurst  wi^  al  |7is  blod  ikelet ;  ah  het  Katerine 
cume  swi^e  biforen.  Ha  was  sone  ibroht  for^,  ant  he  bigon  to  seggen,  "  Dah  ]?u 
beo  schuldi  J'e  ane  of  alle  cleane ;  f'ah  ]?u,  wiS  ]?i  wicchecrafte,  hauest  imaket  se 
monie  eornen  toward  hare  deaS,  as  ha  weren  wode ;  3et,  3if  ]>u  wiSdrahes  te,  ant 
wult  greten  ure  godes  ase  for^  as  ]>u.  hafti  hauest  igremet  ant  igabbet,  ]>u.  mahte 
in  alle  murh^e  long  libben  wi^  me,  ant  meast  schalt  beo  cud  ant  icud  in  al  mi 
kine-riche.  Ne  lead  tu  us  na  lengre,  ah  loke  nu,  biliue,  hwe'Ser  ])e  beo  leuere  don 
|7at  ich  leare  ant  libben  3if  ]>u  swa  dost ;  o^er,  ]?is  ilke  dei  se  dreoriUche  deien,  Jjat 
alle  ham  schal  agrisen  ];at  hit  bihalden." 

"  Nai,"  quo^  Katerine,  "  nis  nawt  ladlich  sih^e  to  seo  fallen  j^ing,  ]>a,t  schul 
arisen  J>urh  ]?at  fal  a  j^usend-fald  ]>e  fehere ;  of  dea^  to  lif  undea^lich,  ant  to  arisen 
fram  ream  to  ai-lastende  lahtre ;  fram  bale  to  eche  blisse ;  fram  wa  to  wunne  ant 
to  wele  ]7urh-wuniende.  Nawiht,  King,  ne  kepe  ich  |;at  tu  lengre  hit  firsti^:  ah 
hat  tu  hihendeliche  ]>a,t  tu  hauest  on  heorte,  for  ich  am  3arow  to  al  ]>e  wa  ]>sbt  tu 
const  me  3arken,  swa  fat  ich  seo  mahe  mi  lufsome  leof-mon^,  ant  beo  ibroht  se 
bli^e  bimong  mine  felahes,  ]jat  folhen  him  ouer  al  i  )?e  feire  ferreden  of  uirgines  in 
heuene." 

pe  king,  as  j^e  ]?at  was  for-drenct  i  ]?e  deoules  puisun*,  nuste  hwat  meanen ; 
ah  het  swi^e  don  hire  ut  of  hise  sih^e,  ant  bihefden  hire,  utewi^i  the  barren  of 

burhe^.  Heo,  as  men  ledde  hire,  lokede  a3ainward,  for  ludinge  ]7at  ha  herde ; 
ant  sell  sihen  after  hire  heaSene  monie,  wefmen  ant  wimmen,  wi^  wringende 
honden,  ant  wepinde  sare.  Ah  ]>e  meidenes  aire  meast,  wi^  sari  mod  ant  sorhful, 
ant  te  riche  lafdis,  letten  teares  trendlen.  And  heo  bi-wende  hire  a3ain,  sumhwat 
iwra^Set,  ant  e-twat  ham  hare  wop  with  ]?ulliche  wordes :  "  "^e  lafdis  ant  30 
meidenes,  3if  30  weren  wise,  nalde  30  nawt  bringe  me  forS  toward  blisse  wi'S  se  bale 
here.  Nalde  30  neauer  remen  ne  makie  reowSe  for  me,  J^at  fare  to  eche  reste,  into 
]?e  riche  of  heuene.     Beo^S  bli^e,  ich  biseche  ow,  3if  30  me  blisse  unneS ;  for  ich 

'  The  Latin  says  nothing  about  this  burial  of  qusero.'    Latin  MS. 
the  bodies.    It  adds,  however,  '  Consummata  est  'regem  meuni.'  Jbid. 

itaque  horum  passio  mense  Novembrio,  die  vicesima  "  '  furiali  spiritu  debriatus.'  Ibid. 

quarta,  feria  quinta.'  '  extra  portam  civitatis.'  Ibid. 

'Te  ergo  pertrahere  diutius,  tyranne,  non 
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SCO  Jesu  Crist,  ]>at  cleope^  me  ant  copne^ ;  ]>at  is  mi  Lauerd  and  mi  luue,  mi  lif 
ant  mi  leof-mon,  mi  wunne  ant  me  iweddet,  mi  murh'Se  ant  mi  mede,  ant  meidene 
crimed  Ower  wop  wende"S  al  on  ow  seluen,  leste  36  eft  wepen  echeliche  in  helle, 
for  J)at  heaSene  lif  ]?at  36  in-liggen ;  as  3e  schulen  alle,  bute  30  forleten  (hwil  36 
beon  o  Hue)  ower  misbeleaue."  As  ha  hefde  iseid  tus,  bisohte  him  wi^  |?e  brond, 
as  hit  bUkede  buuen  hire  ant  schulde  hire  bane  beon,  |7at  he  for  his  freolaic  firstede 
hire  ant  fremede,  ]>e  hwil  ]?at  ha  buhde  hire  ant  bede  ane  bone.  He  3ettede  hire 
ant  3ef  hire  bli'Seliche  leaue.  And  heo  biheold  upward  wi^  up-aheuen  heorte ;  ant, 
cneolinde  duneward,  j^us  to  Crist  cleopede :  "  Lauerd,  leome  ant  lif  of  alle  riht 
bileafde ;  milde  lesu,  )?at  art  ]>e  self  meidene  mede ;  ihered  ant  iheied  beo  |?u, 
hehe  Healend !  And  te  ich  ]?onki,  Lauerd,  ]>a,t  tu  hauest  ileauet  me,  ant  waldest 
Jjat  ich  were  i  ]>e  tale  of  ]?ine  wummen^.  Lauerd,  milce  me  nu,  ant  3ette  me  j^at 
ich  3erne ;  ich  bidde  ]>e  ]>eos  bone,  ]?at  alle  ]?oa  ]>a,t  munne'S  mi  pine  ant  mi  passiun 
to  lj>e,  leue  Lauerd,  ant  clepien  to  me  hwen  ha  schulen  |je  derf  of  dea^  drehen, 
o^er  hwen  se  ha  hit  eauer  dcS  in  neod  ant  in  nowcin,  hihendliche  iher  ham, 
heuenliche  Healend  !  A-flei  fram  ham  al  uuel,  weorre  ant  wone  ba^e,  ant  untidi 
wederes ;  hunger,  ant  euch  hete  ]?at  heane^  ham  ant  harme'S  !  Lowr !  ich  abide 
her  ]7e  bite  of  swordes  egge ;  ]>e  Jjat  me  to  deade  do's,  do  al  J'at  he  mei ;  nime 
yat  he  nime  mei,  )>e  lif  of  mi  licome.  Mi  sawle  I  sende  to  J»e,  Healend,  in  heuene : 
hat  J>at  ha  beo  iset  J'urh  j^ine  hali  engles  i  J^at  heuenliche  bird  bimong  J)ine  meidnes." 

Hefde  ha  bute  iseid  tus,  )?at  ter  ne  com  a  steuene  stihende  fram  heouene, 
*'  Cum,  mi  leoue  leofmon ;  cum,  min  iweddet,  leouest  a'  wummon !  Low, 
3ate  of  eche  lif  abid  te  al  opened !  De  wununge  of  euch  wunne  kepe'S  ant  copne^ 
y\  come,  Lo  !  al  ])at  meidene  mot,  ant  ]?at  bird  of  heuene,  comoS  her  a3ain  ]>e, 
wi"S  kempene  crune  !  Cum  nu,  ant  ne  beo  ]>n  na  I'ing  o  dute  of  al  J'at  tu  ibeden 
hauest^.  Alle  ]>eo  |?at  munne'S  ]>e  ant  ti  passiun,  hu  ]?u  dea"S  drohe,  wi^  inwarde 
heorte,  in  eauereuch  time  ]7at  heo  to  |?e  clepie"S  wi"S  luue  ant  rihte  beleaue,  ich 
bihate  ham  hihendeliche  helf  of  heuene*. 

Heo  wi'S  |?is  steuene  strahte  for^  swifteliche  l^e  snaw-hwite  swire,  ant  cwe"S  to 
|>e  cwellere :  "  Mi  lif  ant  mi  leof-mon,  lesu  Crist,  mi  Lauerd,  haueS  iclepet  me  to 
him.  Do  nu  ]?ene  hihendhche  ]?at  te  is  ihaten."  And  he,  as  ha  hat  him,  hef  ]jat 
hatele  sword  up,  ant  swipte  hire  of  f»at  heaued.  I  ]7at  ilke  stede  anan  iwur'Sen 
twa  wundres.  De  an  wes  ]?at  ter  sprang  ut,  wi'S  ]>e  dunt,  mile  imenget  wiS  blod, 
to  beoren  hire  witnesse  of  hire  hwite  meidenhad^.  Dat  o^er  was,  J^at  te  engles 
lihten  of  heuene  ant  heuen  hire  on  heh  up,  ant  beren  forS  hire  bodi  ant  biburieden 
hit  i  l^e  munt  of  Synai,  |7er  Moyses  fatte  J»e  lahe  at  ure  Lauerd ;  fram  ]?eonne  as 
ha  deide,  twenti  dahene  gong.  And  3et  mare,  as  pilegrimes  seggen  fat  wel  witen, 
J7er  ure  Lauerd  wurche'S  se  feole  wundres  for  hire  as  na  mu'S  ne  mei  munnen*^. 


'  '  Qui  est  amor  meus,  rex  et  sponsus  meus,  qui 
est  merces  eopiosa  sanctorum,  decus  et  corona  vir- 
ginum.'    Latin  MS. 

^  'Qui  me  inter  collegium  ancillarum  tuarum 
connumerare  dignatus  es.'  Ibid. 

' '  Veni  ergo  et  ne  soliciteris  de  donis  quse  postu- 


las.'  Ibid. 

^  '  Opem  celerem,  de  cceIo  promitto.'  Ibid. 

^  '  In  testimonium  virginalis  innocentiae.'  Ibid. 

"  '  Quo  in  loco  innumera  ad  laudem  Domini  fiunt 
mirabilia.'  Ibid. 
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Ah  bimong  ham  alle  jjis  is  an  of  J>e  hehste,  ]>at  ter  renneS  ai  mare  eoile,  illche  riue, 
ant  strikes  a  stream  ut  of  J>at  stanene  ]7urh'  ]7at  ha  in-reste'8.  -^et,  of  j>e  lutle 
banes,  j^at  flowen  ut  wi'S  ];e  eoilc,  Howe's  o'Ser  eoile  ut,  hwider  se  men  eauer  here's 
ham,  ant  hwer  se  ha  beon  ihalden,  |;at  heales  alle  uueles  ant  botne^  men  of  euch 
bale,  ]mt  riht  bileaue  habben^. 

pus  wende  ]>e  eadi  meiden  Katerine  icrunet  to  Criste,  fram  eor^liche  pinen, 
i  Nouembris  moneS,  ];e  fif  ant  twentu^e  dai,  ant  Fridai,  onont  te  Under ^ ;  i  lj>e 
dai  ant  i  |>e  time  J'at  hire  deore  leof-mon,  lesu  ure  Lauerd,  leafde  lif  o  rode,  for 
hire  ant  for  us  alle. 

Beo  he,  ase  Healend,  ihered  ant  iheiet,  in  aire  worlde  world,  a  on  ecnesse. 
Amen. 


'  'De  sepulchre  ipsius  rivus  olei  indeficienter 
manare  videtur.'  Latin  MS. 

=  '  Nam  et  de  minutis  ossibus  quae  de  sarcophago 
cum  oleo  effluunt,  ubicunque  asportantur  salutaris 


olei  liquor,  stillare  non  desinit,  ex  quo  peruncta 
debilium  corpora  celeris  medicinae  opem  reportant.' 
Ibid. 

3  '  Feria  sexta,  hora  tertia.'  Tbid. 


preparing  this  list  of  the  more  remarkable  archaisms,  the  Editor  has  to  acknowledge  his  frequent 
obligations  to  a  similar  collection  by  Mr  Morton,  and  also  to  the  copious  Glossary  appended  by  Sir 
Frederic  Madden  to  his  edition  of  Layamon's  Brut.  In  some  cases  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  settle 
the  etymology ;  while  in  others  it  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  printing  the  prefix  in  italics.  Those  words, 
which  are  not  immediately  derivable  from  current  Anglo  Saxon  forms,  are  marked  with  an  asterisk.] 


A. 

a,  aa,  ai,  aye,  always,  A.  S. 

*acangest,  2  sing,  pr.,  also  pp.  acanget,  to  become 

cang,  mad,  impious  :  cf.  cang. 
*«caste,  3  sing,  p.,  defeated,  also  pp.  akast ;  Icel.  kasta. 

acwellen,  to  kill,  A.  S. 

«deadet,  mortified. 

adiht,  pp.  appointed,  A.  S. 

adweschen(adun),  to  throw  (down);  A.  S.  adwsescan, 
to  quench. 

afellen,  to  overturn  ;  A.  S.  fyllan,  Icel.  fella,  to  fell. 
aflei,  imper.  put  thou  to  fight;  A.  S.  a-fligan  (see 
fleide). 

agaste,  8  sing,  p.,  confounded.    See  Richardson, 
under  agast. 

agide,  3  sing.  p.  awed;  A.  S.  ege,fear  ;  Goth,  og- 

jan,  to  make  afraid. 
agrisen,  to  horrify,  A.  S. 

ah,  ought,  3  sing,  indef. ;  ahte,  3  sing.  p. ;  ahten, 

3  pi.  p.  ;  A.  S.  agan. 
ahne,  own  ;  A .  S.  agen. 

ahte,  possessions,  and  more  especially,  cattle  ;  A.  S. 
sht. 

okennet,  pp.  begotten  ;  A.  S.  cennan. 
alesed,  pp.  delivered  ;  A.  S.  a-lysan. 
alicS,  3  sing,  pr.,  falls  away  ;  A.  S.  licgan. 
amansed,  pp.  accursed  {var.  read,  awariet) ;  A.  S. 

a-mansumian,  to  excommunicate. 
an,  own,  same  as  ahne. 

anes,  once  ;  A.  S.  ane  si* e ;  anes,  gen.  sing,  of  an, 

one,  single,  only. 
anhad,  unity,  onehood;  A.S.  an-had. 
areaw,  p.  pitied;  are  we,  imper.  pity  thou;  A.S. 

hreowan. 

arudden,  to  rid,  set  free  ;  pp.  arud ;  A.  S.  hreddan. 
•as,  when,  then,  where,  like,  as  ;  cf.  Icel.  allz. 

aswikeS,  ceases,  or  destroys ;  A.  S.  swican,  to  de- 
lude, fallere.    Cf.  notes  on  Layamon,  iii.  455. 

adield,  p.  kept  hack  ;  A.  S.  healdan. 
•aisterten,  to  escape,  to  start  out ;  Germ,  provinc. 
sterzen,  to  ramble. 

aistutte,  p.  remained  ;  A.  S.  setstandan,  adstare. 

aiSat  =  a  ]>at,  until :  A.  S.  o<5i5at. 

owahte,  p.  awoke  ;  A.  S.  aweccan. 

7 


aweald,  imper.   overrule  thou,  pp.  awealt,  over- 
powered ;  A.  S.  wealdan,  to  rule. 
awedde,  pp.  mad  ;  A.  S.  wedan,  to  rage.  ,   .  . 

ajet,  a  ^et,  until,  {var.  read.  a<5et.) 

B. 

ba,  both  ;  A.  S.  begen  and  ba. 
*ba<5e,  conjunc.  and  adj.  ;  ba^re,  gen.  pi.  for  A,  S. 
begra.    Cf  Icel.  ba«ir. 
bale,  balewe,  misfortune,  misery,  contempt ;  A.  S. 

bealu  ;  also  an  adj.  sorrowing,  baleful. 
bealden,  to  holden,  to  encourage  ;  A.  S.  bald, 
•beisume,  o6ed«en<;  cf  Germ,  beugsam,  pliant  ;  A.S. 

buhsomnes,  obedience. 
beoren  [forS],  to  project ;    A.  S.  beran,  to  bring 

forth,  carry. 
here,  a  bier. 

bereS  (on  ehe),  .leems  (to  the  eye.) 
6?cherde,  outwitted ;  A.  S.  bi-cerran,  to  turn  be- 
yond. 

fcidweoleiS,  pp.  bewildered  ;  A.  S.  dwelian,  to  err. 
bi-eoden,  kindly  attended  to  ;  A.  S.  began, 
fijgapede,  p.  gazed  with  wonder  ;  A.  S. 
Si^eate,  dat.  gain,  aggrandizement;   bi3eten,  to 

acquire  ;  A.  S.  getan,  to  obtain. 
biyA^i,  beguileth;  A.S.  be-wiglian,  to  divine,  to 

juggle,  or  begalan,  to  enchant.     Layamon  has 

bigolen,  they  enchanted, 
bihaten,  pp.  promised;  also,  p.  bihet ;  A.S. 
fciheolden,  to  preserve,  fortify  ;  A.S. 
bilimei,  tear  limb  from  limb,  3  pi.  pr. ;  A.  S.  lim  : 

the  verb  bi-limien  occurs  in  Layamon,  in.  176. 
bUiue,  quickly;  common  in  early  English:  'bi 

heore  Hue.*    See  notes  on  Layamon,  iii.  494. 
bivadde,  designed  ;  A.  S.  reedan. 
Jttahte,  confided,  committed;  A.  S.  betaecan. 
iiteuelet,  pp.  beaten  ;  A.  S.  taeflan,  to  play  at  tables. 
feituined,  pp.  inclosed.    The  true  fonn  is  probably 

bituned  (A.  S.  tynan) :  var.  read,  bitrumet,  for- 
tified. 

bote,  a  remedy  ;  A.  S.  hot. 

botnede,  p.  cured;  botne<5,  ^r.  cures  :  A.  S.  betan, 

of  which  botnan  was  a  variation, 
bruche,  use,  {subst.);  A.S.  bruean,  to  use. 
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bruchc,   {pi.   -en,   and  also  -es)  transgression, 

breach  (of  law);  A.  S.  brecan,  to  break. 
*h-md\Q\,  frail,  brittle;  Dutch,  brokkelig. 
budel,  crier,  beadle  ;  A.  S.  bydel. 
buggen,  to  buy,  procure  ;  A.  S.  byggan. 
•bulden,  to  imagine,  to  build  (i  \>'m  heorte) ;  cf. 
A.  S.  bold,  a  house,  and  Germ,  bilden,  to  form  an 
image. 

*bule,  bulls;  Icel.  bauli,  bole,  (baula,  a  cow.) 
burh-reue,  prefect  of  the  city  ;  A.  S.  burh-gerefa. 
buri-bold,  palace,  town-residence;  A,  S.  burh-bold. 


C. 

•cang,  adj.  mad,  reprobate  ;  cf.  a-cangest,  and  Icel. 

keng,  curvus. 
chear,  imper.  turn  thou;  chearren,  inf.  to  turn; 

A.  S.  cerran. 
•clergesse,  a  scientific  female  ;  A.  N. 
*clergeis,  either,  learned  bodies,  or  literary  pursuits. 

See  Roquefort, 
cnawleche^,  1  plur.pr.  acknowledge;  A.  S.  cnawan. 
cnawlecliinge,  acknowledging.  Cf.  cnawlechen  with 

A.  S.  cy<5-lsecan. 
*cointe,  well-informed,  accomplished,  (quaint).  See 

Roquefort's  Gloss, 
con,  A.  S.  can,  3  sing.  pr.  of  cunnan,  to  know  how, 
to  be  able. 

copneS,  3  sing.  pr.  longs  fw  ;  also  Zpl.    Traces  of 

the  word  appear  in  A.  S.  copenere,  a  lover. 
CTa.uant,  pp.  disabled,  craven  ;  (?)  A.  S.  crafigende, 

craving,  in  the  condition  of  suppliants. 
*crokes,  wiles,  seductions;  Icel.  krokr,  a  bend; 

kroki,  to  bend. 
•crokinde,  twisting,  perverting. 
'cros,  cross  ;  A.  N. 

cud, known,  celebrated;  also,  i-cud. 
cu(5e  (as  above),  pi.  ;  cu<5est,  most  renowned. 
cuiSe,  familiar ;  cuie  men  ant  utcumene,  natives 

and  foreigners. 
cu* e,  spake,  for  cwas«,  p.  of  cW8e<5an ;  A.  S. 
cuiSe*,  1  pi.  pr.  indie,  j  cudde,  p.;  cuSe,  imper.  give 

proof;  A.  S.  cy  <5an,  to  shew,  make  known. 
cu«en,  1  pi.  p.  for  cuSon,  we  could  ;  A.  S.  cunnan, 

to  hiow  how. 

culuerene  {v.  r.  culure)  gen.  pi.  doves' ;  A.  S. 
culfra. 

cun,  kin,  lineage  ;  A.  S.  cyn ;  Goth.  kuni. 

cunnen,  to  know,  1  and  2  pi.  pr.  we  and  ye  know 
how  ;  A.  S.  cunnan. 

cunde,  nature;  cundes,  natures  (divine  and  hu- 
man) ;  A.  S.  ge-cynd  ;  Old  Engl,  kynde.  Cf. 
cun. 

curen,  to  choose ;  A.  S.  ceosan.  Old  Germ,  kuren 
(kiesen). 

•curt,  court  (of  a  sovereign) ;  A.  N.  court,  cort. 


cwalm-hus,  torture-house:  A.  S.  cwealm,  death; 

cwealmnys,  torment. 
cwarterne,  prison  ;  A.  S.  cwertem. 
cweSen  (hire  al  up),  to  yield  to  her  entirely ;  cwe- 

«en  (ham  alle  sker  up),  to  give  them  all  up 

entirely. 

cwiddest,  sayest,  2  sing.  pr.  of  cwiddian  =  cwse^an. 
D. 

*dame,  lady  :  A.  N. 

deah  {v.  r.  ah)  it  becomes,  it  is  due,  3  sing.  pr. :  also, 

deh  ;  A.  S.  dugan,  valere. 
•dearede  (al  a-deade,  dripninde  ant  dreri)  trembled, 
Q  sing.  p. J  'droupe  and  dare'  is  a  common 
phrase  in  old  Engl.  Richardson  connects  the 
word  in  this  sense  with  A.  S.  dear,  to  dare  ;  but 
the  true  etymology  is  suggested  by  Mr  IVIorton 
in  Swed.  darra,  to  quake. 

dearieS,  8  pi.  pr.  (?)  lie  hid,  dwell  within  (said  of 
spirits  ) ;  dearede,  Q  sing. p.  dwelt  ( in  ure  monnesse  ), 
i.  e.  became  incarnate. 

dearne,  pi.  secret,  private,  hidden  ;  A.  S.  dearn,  daer- 
nen. 

*derf,  struggle  (of  deaS)  ;  derue,  adj.  severe:  derure, 
more  difficult;  derueste,  most  painful;  denie<5, 
a  sing.  pr.  molests :  cf.  A.  S.  deorfan,  to  be  in 
difficulty,  and  Scotch,  darfe,  hard,  cruel. 
*diueren,  to  wax  fain  t,  or,  be  confounded  ;  daver,  to 
droop;  Westmorel.  Dial. 

drehen,  to  suffer,  endure;  droh  (for  dreah)  3  sing, p. 
he  suffered  ;  A.  S.  dreogan. 

driht-fare,  majesty,  pomp;  A. S.  drihten,  faru. 
*dripninde,  {var.  read,  durcninde)  downcast;  cf. 
Goth,  drobjan ;  Germ,  triiben ;  Eng.  droop. 

droh,  3  sing.  p.  dragged  ;  A.  S.  dragan. 

drupest,  most  troubled  (aire  monne)  ;  akin  to  drip- 
ninde, above. 

duhti,  sound,  orthodox  ;  A.  S.  dohtig,  doughty. 

dune,  din  ;  A.  S.  dyne. 

dunt,  a  bhw  ;  A.  S.  dynt. 

duaie,  foolish  (people);  dusi  sing,  opposed  to  duhti; 
A.  S.  dysig. 

dusilec,yb%  ,•  (-lec  being  the  A.  S.  -lac,  or  Icel. 

-leikr,  -leiki) ;  dusi-schipes,  ^o/fe,  absurdities. 
•dusten,  to  dash,  to  strike ;  dustes  (v.  r.  dudest) 
2  sing.  pr. ;  duste,  3  sing.  pr.    See  Mr  Halli- 
well's  Diet,  under  dush,  dusset,  and  dust-point. 

duuel-rihtes,  (?)  lying  flat :  cf.  Halliwell,  under  de- 
veling.  A  person  who  stoops  excessively,  is  said 
to  '  go  double'  (York.  Dial.),  which  may  perhaps 
suggest  the  etymology. 

E. 

earfS,  difficult,  {var.  read.  erueS);  A.  S.  earfoS, 

earfe<5. 
echo,  eternal;  A.  S.  ece. 
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eie,  terror,  awe,  anger  ;  A.  S.  ege.     See  notes  on 

Layamon,  iii.  455. 
eiful,  awful  {var.  read,  his  fule). 
eihwer  {var.  read,  ihwer)  everywhere;  A.  S.  aeg- 

liwaer. 

eile<5,  aileth  ;  A.  S.  eglan. 

eldrene,  gen.  pi.  parents' ;  A.  S.  ealdor,  yldra. 

elnede,  3  sing.  p.  strengthened :  2  sing,  elnedes  (for 

-est)  ;  A.  S.  elnian. 
eode  (o  bote),  became  a  remedy,  p.  of  A.  S.  gan. 
eornen,  to  run  j  A.  S.  yman. 
emde,  imp  commend  thou  ;  A.  S.  arendian,  to  go  on 

an  errand. 

etwat,  3  sing.  p.  rebuked,  chid;  A.  S,  ed-witan,  set- 

witan.    See  Richardson,  under  twit. 
euene,  euening,  equal;  A.  S.  efen. 
ewe  {var.  read,  euch),  each;  A.  S.  selc. 
ewt,  aught;  A.  S.  aht  (a,  wiht). 

F. 

fan,/oe*;  A.  S.  fah. 

fatte,  fetched,  received,  3  sing.  p.  (for  fette)  ;  A.  S. 
fetian. 

fearkc,  fear,  terror  ;  A.  S.  fter,  with  term.  -lac. 
feng,  3  sing.  p.  began  ;  also,  feng  on  ;  A.  S.  fdn ; 

cf.  Germ,  anfangen. 
feorlich,  a  marvel;  feorliche,  ferliche,  wonderful, 

formidable,  powerful  (like  the  Gr.  Setvoy)  ;  A.  S. 

fserlic,  sudden,  strange. 
feren,  companions  {var.  read,  i-feren);  A.  S.  gefe'ra. 
ferreden,  company  ;  A.  S.  geferraeden. 
festnen,  festni,  to  fasten;  A.  S.  faestnian. 
firstede,  would  give  respite  to  {var.  read.  friSede, 

would  protect)  ;    firsti,  shouldest  delay ;  A.  S. 

fyrstan. 

fleide,  3  sing.  p.  frightened,  put  to  flight.  Fla  or  flei 
is  still  in  York.  Dial,  to  frighten.  Cf.  A.  S. 
fleon. 

flit,  disputation  ;  pi.  flites  ;  A.  S. 
fliten,  to  dispute  ;  A.  S. 
fondeden,  3  pi.  p.  tempted  ;  A  S.  fandian. 
fon  on,  to  aim  an  assault ;  A.  S.  fdn,  an. 
forhisne,  example ;  A.  S.  bysn. 
forhohim,  to  disdain ;  A.  S  for-hogian. 
/orleosen,  to  destroy,  to  perish,  to  bse  ;  A  S.  for-leo- 
san,  to  lo.se. 

forwende  {var.  read,  uoreseide)  3  sing.  p.  reputed  ; 

A.  S.  fore-wenan,  to  think  beforehand 
forwarie,  2  sing.  pr.  subj.  perishest ;   A.  S.  for- 

weorSan. 
*fot,  man,  person. 

framen,  to  benefit ;  fremede,  would  indulge  ;  A.  S. 
fremian. 

frechen  {var, read.fieoken),  fellows  ;  A.S.  frec,6o/rf,- 
freca,  a  bold  warrior.  See  Halliwell,  under  frek 
and  freke. 

freinen,  to  ask ;  also,  3  pi.  p.  freineden ;  A.  S. 
fregnan. 


freo,  free,  pure ;  freolich,  frelich,  noble ;  freolaic, 

liberality  ;  A.  S. 
frouren,  to  comfort ;  also,  3  sing.  p.  frourede;  A.  S. 

frofrian. 

G. 

gabbes,  gibes,  or  bantering  arguments ;  A.  S.  gab- 
ban,  to  deride.  For  the  A.  N.  use  of  gab,  see 
Roquefort.  Gob  is  still  cun-ent  for  mouth  in  the 
North  of  England,  which  explains  '  gift  of  the 
gab: 

gadien,  goads  ;  A.  S.  gad. 
gersum,  treasure  ;  A.  S.  gaersuma. 
*gin,  en^me;  A.  N.  engien. 

gleo,  musical  sound  ;  gleowinge,  gleeing,  rejoicing  ; 

gleowinde  {var.  read,  gleowunge),  id.;  A.  S. 

glig  (gleo),  gleowian. 
godlec,  godleic,  goodness;  A.  S.  god,  with  A.  S. 

term  -lac,  or  Icel.  -leiki. 
grap,  3  sing  p.  seized;  A.  S.  gripan,  to  gripe,  grasp. 
grapes,  (?)  gropings,  inquiries;  A.  S.  grapian,  to 

grope. 

grome,  anger,  fury  ;  A.  S.  grama, 
grure,  horror  ;  A.  S.  gryre. 

H. 

ha,  she  (for  heo) ;  also,  they  (for  hi). 

haUwei,  balsam.  In  addition  to  Mr  Morton's  il- 
lustrations of  the  word,  see  Sir  Frederic  Madden 
on  Layamon,  iii.  501.  The  derivation  is  A.  S. 
halig,  holy,  or  hael,  healing  ;  and  hwaeg,  whey. 

ham  (for  hi  or  him),  them. 

*hap,  success;  Icel.  happ, /mc/c,  whether  good  or  bad. 
hare  (for  hira),  of  them,  their. 
hat,  3  sing.  pr.  (=  A.  S.  hset)  ;  het,  hehte,  3  sing. 

p. ;  hete,  2  sing.  pr.  subj. ;  hat,  hatte,  hit,  pp.  ; 

A.  S.  hatan,  to  command ;  also,  to  call,  to  have 

for  a  name. 
hatele,  hateful;  A.  S.  hatol. 

•healden,  to  let  fall,  to  pour  (said  of  water)  ;  cf.  A.S. 

hyldan,  to  bend,  incline  (transit.).   In  Westmor. 

Dial,  helding  =  pelting. 
*heane  {var  read,  heanin  ne  hatien),  to  disparage  ; 

heanei5,  3  sing.  pr.  hurts  ;  also,  heane,  adj.  vile, 

detestable;  (?)  Friesic,  hena,  to  hurt;  A.  S  hean, 

worthless ;  hynan,  to  humble. 
hef,  3  sing.  p.  raised,  3 pi.  heuen  ;  A.  S.  hebban. 
heie,  8  sing.  pr.  reverences,  extols;  heien,  to  extol; 

A.  S.  hean,  to  make  high  (heih,  which  occurs  in 

Layamon). 
heo,  she,  and  also  (incorrectly)  they. 
Heore,  Lord  ;  A.  S.  hearra,  dominus. 
herd,  hearth  ;  A.  S.  heoriS ;  Low  Germ.  herd, 
herhede,  3  smg.p.  ravaged,  plundered ;  A.  S.  hergian. 
here^,  3  sing.  pr.  honours ;  A.  S.  herian  (hseren 

occurs  in  Layamon). 
I  *heritage:  A.N. 
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herre,  higher  ;  A.  S.  hyrra. 

hersumcn,  to  reference ;  3  sing.  pr.  licrsume* : 

A.  S.  hyrsumian. 
hetc,  cither  heat  or  hate.    See  Notes  on  Layamon, 

in. 

heterliche,  angrily,  furiously  ;  A.  S.  aterlic,  snake- 
like, horrible. 

hihen,  to  hasten;  hihendeliche,  hastily:  A.  S.  hi- 
gan,  to  hie. 

liird,  household  ;  Iiird-men,  id.  j  A.  S.  hired. 

hoker,  contemptuous  ;  hokeres,  mockeries  ;  hoker- 
est,  2  sing.  pr.  mockest ;  hokerliche,  contemptu- 
ously :  A.  S.  hocer,  derision. 

houere  {var.  read,  houerede),  crooked;  A.  S.  ho- 
fered,  humpbacked. 

hure  {var.  read,  ure),  still  less ;  A.  S.  huru,  at  least, 

I. 

I,  for  A.  S.  ich;  also,  in,  on,  and  as  a  prefix, 
A.  S.  ge-. 

ibet  {var.  read,  ibroken),  pp,  repaired;  A.  S.  betan. 
icoren,  icuret,  pp.  selected,  icorene,  pi. ;  A.S  ceosan, 

pp.  coren. 
idelet,  pp.  distributed  ;  A.  S.  daelan. 
iint,  pp.  fetched  for  gefetod  ;  A.  S.  fetian. 
"iflut,  pp.  transferred,  removed  from  our  former 

dwelling  {var.  read,  ifluht) ;  Swed.  flytta,  still 

extant  in  Engl.  fit. 
ifulhtuet  {var,  read,  ifulhet),  pp.  baptized ;  A.  S. 

fullian,  to  baptize  ;  fulluht,  baptism. 
jgabbet,  pp.  mocked ;  see  gabbes. 
*jginet,  pp.  devised;    A.  N.  engigner,  enginer,  to 

invent. 

?grei<5et,  pp.  got  ready,  prepared.  See  Halliwell, 
under  graithe. 

ihel,  pp.  concealed ;  A.  S.  helan. 

ikelet,  pp.  cooled ;  A.  S.  Cfelan,  to  make  cool. 
*ikimet  (of  ow  seluen),  pp.  {var.  read,  bikemet),  out 
of  your  senses.  There  seems  to  have  been  some 
verb  kimen  or  kemen,  to  be  crooked ;  which  was 
related  to  kam,  kim-kam,  kinibo,  &c.  yikimed 
occurs  in  Layamon,  (see  Notes,  in.  507).  and  in 
Mr  Halliwell's  Diet,  we  have  kime,  a  silly  fellow; 
kimed,  awry,  disordered  in  mind. 

ilad,  pp.  led,  taken  away ;  A.  S.  Isedan. 

ileanet  {imr.  read,  ilenet),  pp.  granted,  lent;  A.S. 
leanian. 

•ilitet,  pp,  coloured  ;  Icel.  lita,  to  dye.    The  word  is 
still  used  in  the  North.    See  Halliwell,  under  lit. 
imeane,  conjointly ;  A,  S.  gemffine. 
imenget,  pp,  troubled,  confounded;  A.  S.  mengan. 
iprud,  pp.  adorned ;  A.  S.  prutian,  superbire. 
tsette,  {var.  read,  iseide),  pp.  spoken  ;  A.S,  secgan, 
pp.  gesaed. 

jsihen,  pp.  come.  See  Gloss,  to  Layamon,  under 
si3en. 

*isliket,  pp,  polished ;  Icel.  sliki  to  polish,  to  make 
sleek. 


istewet,  pp.  checked  ;  see  stew. 

itende,  pp.  inflamed;  A.  S.  tendan,  to  kindle ;  hence 

Engl,  tinder. 
itimbret,  pp.  constructed ;  A.  S. 
iwarSen,  3  pi.  p.  became ;  A.  S.  geworXan. 
iwent  (upon  him),  i.e.  formed  after  his  image; 

A.  S.  wendan,  to  turn. 
iwurche^  (see  wurche*.) 

iwur^en,  pp.  'lette  him  iwurSen,'  'left  him  alone,' 

'  let  him  be.' 
i'^avliet,  pjp,  prepared ;  A.S.  gearcian. 

K. 

kempe,  champion  ;  gen.  pi.  kempene,  champions' ; 
A,  S.  cempa. 

kenchen,  3  pi.  pr.  exult ;  cf.  A.  S.  cincung,  great 
laughter. 

kine-riche,  kingdom  ;  A.  S.  cyne-rice,  royal  region. 
kine-setle,  <Arone;  A.S.  cyne-seW,  royal  seat. 

L. 

-lac,  -laic,  -lec,  -leic  ;  a  termination  equivalent 

to  A.  S.  -lac  or  Icel.  -leikr,  -leiki. 
lac,  offering,  victim ;  dat.  sing,  lake ;  pi,  lakes ; 

A.  S.  lac. 

*lahe,  legitimate,  like  A.  S.  lahlic  ;  lahede,  3  sing,  p. 

ordained;  Swed.  laga,  to  fix. 
lahes,  laws ;  A.  S.  lah,  or  lagu. 
lam,  clay ;  A.  S. 

*lastelese,  blameless ;  Icel,  lasta-laus,  free  from  vice 
(lastr).    The  word  occurs  in  an  early  love-song 
(about  1300):  '  A  lussum  ledy /(wfe/e*.'  Wai-ton's 
E.  P.  I.  27,  new  ed. 
Ian,  wages ;  A,  S.  lean. 

lanhure.  This  word  occurs  four  times,  and  seems 
in  every  case  =  at  all  events.  Mr  C.  W.  Goodwin 
conjectures  for  the  derivation,  A.  S.  la,  behold; 
nu,  now  ;  and  huru,  at  least. 

larespel,  teaching ;  A.  S.  lar-spel,  treatise,  sermon. 
*lates,  manners  (generally).  Sir  F.  Madden  thinks 
it  cognate  with  leches,  looks,  glances  (Notes  on 
Layamon,  nr.  449,  454).  The  etymology  ap- 
pears to  be  suggested  by  the  Low  German  laten, 
gerere  se;  or  Icel.  Iseti,  n.  pi.  gestus,  mores. 

le&^nle,  believers ;  \eaS\x\  mon,  believer ;  lef,  imper. 
believe  thou ;  lefde,  3  sing.  p.  believed;  A.S.  lyfan, 
to  permit,  concede;  geleafa,  faith. 

lef  {var.  read,  leof ),  love ;  leflich  {var.  read,  leof- 
liche),  lovely,  and  also,  affectionately ;  lef-raon 
{var,  read,  leoue-mon),  leaf-mon,  beloved  one; 
gen.  lefmones;  leue,  dear;  leui  {var.  read.leouie), 
pi.  dear;  leuere  {var,  read,  leouere),  preferable, 
more  lief;  A.  S.  leof. 

leggen  (adun),  to  put  {down,  or  confute) ;  leiden, 
3  pi.  p,  laid ;  leist,  2  sing.  pr.  offerest ;  A.  S.  lec- 
gan,  to  lay. 
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lehe,  lair,  dm ;  akin  to  the  above  :  Dan.  leye,  a  bed. 
lei  (into)  8  sing.  p.  was  subject  (to)  ;  Hi,  Ssing.pr. 

lieth  ;  A.  S.  licgan,  to  lie. 
\ei,  flame;  dat.  leie  ;  A.  S.  leg. 
lei,  law ;  A.  S.  lah,  lagu. 

lihte,  3  sing,  p.,  alighted,  descended ;  A.  S.  lihtan. 
lihten,  to  light  up;  leitede,  3  sing,  p.,  shone j  lei- 

tende,  pr.  p.  blazing ;  A.  S.  lyhtan,  to  shine. 
leome,  light ;  dat.  limen  (var.  read,  leomen)  ;  A.  S. 
leor,  countenance  j  pi.  leores ;  A.  S.  hleor. 
leSien,  to  slacken  or  loosen ;  A.  S.  liSian,  to  mitigate. 
lich,  a  living  body ;  pi.  liches,  corpses ;  A.  S.  lie. 
licome,  a  living  body;   licomliche,  bodily;  A.  S. 

Ifchama. 

•lime<5,  unites;  Icel.  lima,  to  glue;  cf.  A.  S.  ge- 
liman. 

liSerede,  lathered,  or  was  bathed.  Such  is  the  mean- 
ing of  this  word,  if  it  be  equivalent  to  le]>erede  in 
Layamon,  v.  7489.  See  Sir  F.  Maddens  notes, 
III.  475. 

lokede,  3  sing.  p.  fixed  or  predetermined. 
lowr,  apparently  =  to .'  here. 

ludere  {var.  read,  lude)  loud ;  ludinge,  shouting ; 

A.  S.  hliid,  loud ;  hlydan,  to  vociferate ;  Dutch, 

luiding,  ringing  of  hells. 
lufte,  dat.  air;  luft-fuheles, /ow^s  of  the  air  ;  A.  S. 

lyft. 

luken,  to  tear  ;  to-luken,  to  tear  in  pieces ;  A-  S. 
lyccan,  evellere. 

lure,  harm;  luren  {var.  read,  lure)  loss;  A.  S.  lyre. 

luste  {mr.  read,  liste),  intellectual  power  or  skill; 
A.  S.  list,  wisdom,  art. 

luste,  desire  ;  lusti,  joyous  ;  A.  S.  lust,  desire,  delight. 

lut,/eM;;  A.  S.  lyt. 

luue-runes,  love  mysteries  ;  A.  S. 

luSer,  (1)  wis  luSer  eie,  with  brute  terror  ;  (2)  wi<5 
lu(5er  strengSe,  with  brute  force ;  luSere,  wicked- 
ness;  (?)  A.  S.  lySr,  had,  sordid. 

M. 

ma,  more ;  A.  S. 

madschipe,  madness,  infatuation  ;  apparently  =  sot- 
schipe. 

*maXe,  confounded;  A.N.  See  Roquefort,  under  maf. 
•maumetes,  ^en.  ?Wo&' ;  manmez,  false  gods.  Laya- 
mon once  writes  it  mahimet,  which  fixes  the  deri- 
vation to  Mahomet. 
me.  This  word  occurs  twice  as  an  initial  particle 
=  but,  moreover.  Mr  Morton  conjectures  that  it 
is  the  French  mais.  It  may,  with  equal  proba- 
bility, be  regarded  as  a  conjunctional  use  of  A.  S. 
ma,  more;  just  as  the  French  mais  =  Latin 
magis. 

mealde,  3  sing.  p.  spoke,  discoursed;  mealed,  3  sing. 

pr. ;   meale[n],  infin.  ;  A.  S.  maSelen ;  Icel. 

maeli,  to  speak. 
meanen  (him),  to  bemoan  (himself),  to  complain. 
meanen,  to  think ;  A.S,  msenan,  to  wish,  to  remember. 


meinful,  powerful ;  A.  S.  mxgen,  strength  ;  Engl. 

main,  e.  g.  main  force. 
menske,  imper.  honour  thou ;  also,  te  menske,  the 

honour.  See  Halliwell,  under  mense  and  menske. 
mereminnes,  gen.  mermaid's,  siren's ;  A.  S.  mere, 

sea ;  man,  one  of  human  kind,  or  mennen,  a 

damsel. 

milce,  grace,  mercy  ;  also,  imper.  be  thou  gracious 
to  ;  A.  S.  mildse,  mercy  ;  miltsian,  to  pity. 

mwfjunche^;,  3  sing.  pr.  mis-seemeth. 

mix,/bM/,  loathsome  (applied  to  idols)  ;  A.  S.  meox, 
dung. 

modi,  modie,  proud;  modieste  {var.  read,  mod- 

geste),  proudest ;  A.  S.  modig. 
mon-dream,  human  joy  ;  A.  S. 
mot,  reasoning,  pi.  motes ;    haue<5  mot,  holdeth 

moot,  disputes ;  moten,  to  dispute;  motede,  3 

sing.  p.  reasoned;  motes,  3  sing.  pr.  reasons; 

moti,  1  sing.  pr.  am  disputing  ;  moteres,  mooters, 

disputants;  A.  S.  motian. 
*motild,  a  babbler   (contemptuously) :    from  the 

above,  with  the  Icel.  termination  -aldi,  which 

has  a  deteriorative  force.  Rask's  Iceland.  Gram. 

p.  152. 

munnen,  to  mention,  recount ;  munne,  1  sing.  pr. ; 
munnest,  2  sing.  pr. ;  munneiS,  3  pi.  pr. ;  A.  S. 
gemunan. 

N. 

nebschaft,  countenance;  A.  S.  neb. 

nome-cuSe,  renowned ;  sup.  nome-cuS est ;  A.  S. 

nara-cu<S,  known  by  name. 
*nowcin,  infirmity  (wiS  al  ure  nowcin) ;  also,  an- 
noyance, hardship  ;  A.  N.  noysance,  nuisance. 

nuSe,  now  ;  A.S.  nu,  l^a. 

O. 

o,  for  on,  in. 

of-fjunchinge,  repentance,  grief;  A.  S.  of-fjincan, 

to  bear  with  difficulty. 
oht  {var.  read,  god)  treasure,  possessions  ;  same  as 

ahte. 

olhtnunge  {var.  read,  olhnung),  flattery;  A.  S. 
olaecan,  where  see  Bosworth. 

on,  1  sing.  pr.  own  {for  an);  A.  S.  unnan,  to  grant. 

onde  {var.  read,  onden),  dat.  envy  ;  A.  S.  onda. 
*onont,  concerning ;  onont  pat,  inasmuch  as.  It 
still  lives  in  anent,  but  the  derivation  is  uncer- 
tain.   See  Richardson. 

orcost,  wealth  ;  A.S.  ore,  the  coin  so  called,  or  hord, 
treasure ;  cyst,  chest. 

ow,  HOW.  you;  also,  dat.  to  you ;  ower,  your;  owre, 
dat.;  A.S  ge,  eow,  eower. 

P. 

^passiun,  suffe'-ing  ;  A.  N. 

pel  {var.  read,  pal),  a  pallium  (the  cloak  so  called) ; 
A.  S.  psel. 
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pine,  pain;  pinfule^  tormenting;  also,  pine«,  3 
sing.pr.  torments;  A.S.  pin,  joam;  pinan,  to 
torture. 

plalien  {var.  read,  plohcn)  games,  amusements; 
A.  S.  plega. 

pleicnde,  pr.  p.  playing ;  A.  S.  plegan,  to  play,  sport. 
•preones,  prongs  ;  Icel.  prion,  a  needle. 
•puisun,  potion  ;  A.  N. 

R. 

raketehen,  chains  ;  A.  S.  racenteag,  a  chain. 

ra,i,  reai  {var.  read,  read),  advice;  also,  read; 

A.  S.  raed,  Icel.  ra«. 
raSe,  speedily;  A.  S.  hrsed,  quick. 
ream,  weeping  ;  pi.  reames,  lamentations ;  remen, 

to  lament ;  A.  S.  liream,  clamour,  wailing. 
refschipe,  government  j  A.  S.  gerefscipe. 
*reisun  ;  A.  N.  golden  reisun,  to  slum  cause,  to  answer. 
reo<5eren,  oxen  ;  A.  S.  liriSer. 
rixlen,  8  pi.  pr.  rule  ;  rixlinge,  dat.  reign ;  A.  S. 

rixian,  to  reign.-  rixlien  occurs  frequently  in 

Layamon. 

ronnes,  whisperings;  A.  S.  runien,  Old  Engl, 
roune. 

run,  mystery ;  runes,  communings ;  A.  S.  run,  a 

magical  character ;  also,  a  council. 
rune,  dat.  roaring  (wi<5  swuche  rune')  ;  A.  S.  ryn. 
*ruten,  to  hurl ;  Icel.  rota,  to  strike  ;  '  rut,  to  pro- 
ject,' HaUiwell. 

S. 

sahen,  sayings,  words ;  A.  S.  sagu. 

schaft,  schafte  {var.  read,  schaftes,  scliat)  creature ; 

scheop,  schop,  3  sing.  p.  shaped,  created;  A.S. 

scyppan. 

schead,  power  of  distinguishing  j  A.  S.  sceadan,  to 
divide. 

schendlac,  disgrace  ;  A.  S.  sceonde,  with  term.  -lac. 
schrencte,  3  sing.  p.  supplanted  ;  A.  S.  screncean. 
selhi5e,  joy,  happiness;   A.  S.  sael«,  prosperity; 

selthe  occurs  in  Havelok,  v.  1338. 
sell  (martirdom),  holy,  blessed;  A.S.  saelig. 
*seli  (meiden),  simple,  foolish.     See  Richardson, 

under  silly. 
seo<5en,  next ;  A.  S. 

sihen,  to  proceed ;  A.  S.  si'gan.    See  Gloss,  to  Lay- 
amon, under  sij,en. 
*siker,  safe,  secure  ;  Dan.  sikker. 

slakie,  1  sing.  pr.  subj.  may  fail ;  A.  S.  sleacian,  to 

wax  dull;  slake,  slack. 
*slec,  mud  (sloh  ant  slec) :  Genu,  schlick. 

sloh,  slough  ;  A.  S.  slog. 

smirles,  ointment ;  A.  S.  smyrels. 

some  {var.  read,  somed),  somen,  together;  somen 
{var.  read,  somet),  with  one  accord;  A.  S.  samod. 

sonde,  a  messenger;  also,  sondes-mon ;  A.  S.  sandes- 
man. 


•sputi,  to  dispute  ;  A.  N. 

•stalewurSe,  stedfast.  See  Jamieson,  under  stalwart. 
starcliche,  mightily ;  strength  ;  A.  S.  stearclice. 
steape,  piercing  (said  of  the  eyes) ;  steapre,  more 
brilliant. 

steoren  {var.  read,  storen),  to  direct,  steer  ;  3  sing, 
p.  steorde  ;  A.  S.  styran. 

steuene  {var.  read,  stefne),  acc.  voice  ;  A.  S.  stefen. 
*steuentei5,  2  pi.  pr.  stand.  Mr  Morton  would  con- 
nect this  word  with  stunt. 
*stew,  imper.  check  thou  :  stew  ]ie,  cease.  In  Laya- 
mon, V.  6267,  the  earlier  MS.  has,  'to  steowien 
his  folke,'  while  the  other  reads  '  his  folk  for  to 
stewe.'  The  Editor  thence  infers  that  stew  was 
the  same  as  the  Gothic  stojan,  to  judge,  of  which 
(we  may  add)  the  corresponding  noun  is  staua. 
(See  Notes,  iii.  471).  Now  as  the  Gothic  staua 
is  closely  akin  to  standan,  we  are  justified  in 
connecting  the  word  stew  in  this  Legend  with 
the  same  parent  form.  Stew  may  thus  be  to 
stop,  to  cause  to  stand. 

stihen,  to  mount;  stihende  {var.  read.  sDiinde), 
proceeding  (cf.  sihen)  ;  A.  S.  stigan. 

storliche,  mortally  ;  storuene,  pi.  dead  ;  A.  S.  steor- 
fan,  to  die. 

strahte,  5  sing. p.  stretched;  A.  S.  streccan. 
striked,  3  sing.pr.  proceeds,  issues  (said  of  a  stream) ; 

strikinde,  pr.  p.  streaming  (said  of  a  crowd) ; 

(?)  A.  S.  strican.  The  cognate  Swed.  stryka,  and 

Germ,  streichen,  convey  the  idea  of  speed. 
stucches,  stucchen  {var.  read,  stucchenes),  pieces, 

fragments  ;  A.  S.  sticce ;  Low  Germ,  stukk. 
stude,  stede,  stute,  place,  spot,  stead ;  A.  S.  styde, 

studu. 

sturien,  to  move,  stir ;  sturie,  3  sing.  pr. ;  sturede, 

3  sing.  p. ;  A.  S.  styran. 
stute  ( t^u)  imper.  stop  thou  ;  cf.  stew  and  stude. 
sutel  adj.  manifest;  sutelliche,  manifestly ;  sute- 

lede,  3  sing.  p.  made  manifest;  A.S.  swytol, 

swytelian. 

•swerf,  3  sing.  p.  migrated,  or,  ascended.    See  HaUi- 
well, under  swarf  and  swarve,  and  Richardson, 
under  swerve. 
sweoute,  a  deep  sleep.    See  notes  on  Layamon,  in. 
493. 

swete-wil  {var.  read,  hatewil),  (?)  sweet-willow,  a 
species  of  myrtle  ;  or  simply,  sweet  enjoyment. 

sweuen,  a  dream  ;  A.  S.  swefen. 

swike,  3  sing.  pr.  subj.  may  leave  off;  A.  S.  swican. 

swipten  {var.  read,  spiteden)  Spl.  p.  struck;  Ssing. 
p.  swipte ;  A.  S.  swip,  whip.  Cf.  Engl,  swoop. 

swire,  neck  ;  A.  S.  swura. 

swiSe,  very  ;  swiiSre,  more  ;  swiS est,  most  quickly ; 
A.  S.  swiiSe. 

T. 

ta,  tall,  tat,  ter,  te,  ti,  tu,  tus,  for  ]pa,  j^ah,  l^at,  j^er, 
);e,  l^i,  \>u,  \ius. 
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talien  {var.  read,  tauelin)  to  discourse,  {to  dispute); 
talien  (take  ut  of  his  tunge)  ?  boasting  ;  talede 
3  sing.  p.  discoursed;  talde  (him),  accounted 
(himself) :  A.  S.  to  recount,  reckon.  Bi-telen  oc- 
curs in  Layamon,  with  the  signification  to  con- 
test.   See  the  notes,  iii.  502. 

tauelin,  to  play  (as  at  tables) ;  to  tauelin  a  dint,  to 
deal  forth  a  blow,  or  an  objection  ;  taueli,  imper. 
let  him  match  himself;  A.  S.  taeflan. 

tene  {var.  read,  teone),  anger,  trouble  ;  also,  teone ; 
tene«,  it  grieves  ;  A.  S.  teona,  injury  ;  teonan, 
to  anger  ;  cf.  Layamon,  ni.  440. 

teo  {var.  read,  teon),  to  pull ;  A.  S.  teon. 

te-schrapet,  3  sing.  p.  scraped,  shaved  ;  A.  S.  screo- 
pan ;  the  prefix  to  involving  the  idea  of  degra- 
dation. 

timluker  :  \>e  timluker,  immediately,  the  sooner  ; 

A.  S.  timliche. 
tintrehe,  tintreohe,  tintrohe,  torment;  pi.  tintro- 

hen ;  A.  S.  tintreg. 
to-dreaued,  to-driuen,  pp.  dispersed;    A.  S.  to- 

drsefan. 

to-hwi?eren,  3  pi.  subj.  may  break  (in  pieces).  In 
another  passage  the  pp.  of  this  word  is  equiva- 
lent to  broken  (' to-hwi^ ere<5  wiS  j^e  hweoles'). 
In  the  Lincolnshire  Dial,  a  whitherer  is  a  '  strong 
person,'  (Halliwell).  Cf.  A.  S.  hwo«eran.  Old 
Gei-m.  wtithern. 

to-luken :  see  luken. 

to-lute<5,  8  pi.  pr.  bow  to ;  A.  S.  lutan,  to  bow,  lout. 
•torn,  empty ;   Icel.  tomr,  empty.    See  Halliwell, 

under  tome  and  loom. 
tmkie[n],  to  fail;  also,  to  be  devoid  of;  although 

by  adopting  the  various  reading  him,  instead  of 

he,  the  first  signification  will  hold  good.    A.  S. 

trucian. 

tuhen,  3  pi.  p.  pulled  {var.  read,  drohen) ;  A.  S. 

tugon,  from  teon. 
tuke<5,  3  sing.  pr. :  tuke<5  ure  godes  to  balewe, 

twitches  our  gods  to  contempt,  treats  them  with 

derision  ;  A.  S.  twiccan. 

V- 

when  ;  \>tn  {var.  read,  hwen),  when ;  A.  S. 

fja,  (sah,  though,  notwithstanding ;  A.S.  {)eah. 

{jarf  {var.  read,  jjerf)  2  sing.  pr.  needest  {for  {^earft) ; 
A.  S.  [jearfan. 

I^eotinde,  pr.  p.  howling  ;  A.  S.  jjeotan. 

)3oa,  acc.  pi.  those  ;  for  A.  S.  j^a. 

\jole,  imper.  have  thou  patience ;  \>olede,  8  sing.  p. 
suffered  ;  polie,  8  sing.  pr.  subj.  suffer  ;  Jjolien, 
to  suffer ;  A.  S. 

))olemod,  long-suffering ;  A.  S. 

)3onki,  1  sing.  pr.  thank  ;  A.  S.  Jjancian. 

jjreap,  imper.  insist  thou  {upon  it,  rafter)  ;  rea- 
ped, 3  sing.  pr.  disputes;  A.  S.  t^reapian.  See 
Halliwell,  under  threap. 


firittu^e,  thirteenth ;  yet  in  '  fif  ant  f rittuiSe  3er,' 
the  same  word  signifies  thirtieth;  A.  S.  jjritti- 
go<5a,  thirtieth;  f^ritteo^a,  thirteenth. 

(rowede,  l^rowde,  3  sing.  p.  suffered ;  [irowin,  to 
suffer. 

t^uUi,  such;  also,  [juUich;  A.S.  [jyllice. 
fjurh  {var.  read,  [ruh),  coffi7i ;  A.  S.  firuh. 
(jurhwunest,  2  sing.  pr.  ever  livest ;  A.  S.  l^urh- 
wunian. 

fjurs,  demon;  A.S.  \>yrs.  See  notes  on  Layamon, 
V.  1140. 

U. 

*uirgmes;  A.N. 

ules  {var.  read,  flesch). 
*ule^,  3  sing.  pr.  flatters  ;  Dutch,  vlegen. 

umbe,  after;  A.  S.  ymbe. 

Under,  i.  e.  Undern,  the  hour  of  Nones,  or  third  hour. 

underfeng,  3  sing.  p.  a.ssumed;  undeifes  {var.  read. 
underuest),  2  sing.  pr.  admittest ;  underfon,  pp. 
received;  A.  S  underfon. 

undernam  {var.  read,  underfeng)  8  sing,  p  acquired, 
understood;  to  underneome  {var.  read,  to  under- 
neomene),  to  oppose  in  argument;  \>\i  under- 
neome, 2  sing. p  thou  hast  undertaken;  to  un- 
dernimen(?)  to  mislead  by  argument;  undernu- 
men,  pp.  undertaken  ;  A.  S.  under-niman. 

underve  {var.  read,  undervo)  frail,  sensitive  (said 
of  human  nature)  ;  cf.  de7f. 

MJidutte,  8  sing.  p.  unstopped  (us),  i.  e.  opened  our 
hearts  ;  A.  S.  dyttan,  to  close  up.  Cf.  Halliwell, 
under  dit. 

M?iforgult,  harmless;  A.S.  forgyltan,  to  become  guilty. 
*Mnhendeliche,  rudely,  uncourteously ;    Old  Engl. 

hendelich,  politely,  gently. 
;/nimet,  immensurably  ;  A.  S.  un-gemset. 
unlefliche,  incredible  ;  cf.  leafFule. 
M?meomliche,  incomprehensible ;  A.  S.  niman. 
unneS  {var.  read,  unnen)  2  pi.  pr.  do  not  grudge 

(me  blisse)  ;  A.  S.  unnan,  to  grant. 
wnseli,  wicked,  unblest ;  cf,  seli. 
?/ntidi,  unseasonable;   A.  S.  un-ti'dlic.  Germ,  un- 

zeitig. 

Mwwine,  adversary  ;  unwines  occurs  in  Layamon ; 

A.  S.  wine,  a  friend.    Cf.  wiierwines. 
unwreah,  8  sing.  p.  opened;  A.  S.  un-wreon. 
unwreaste,  pi.  worthless,  impotent  ;  A.  S.  un-wraest. 
wnl^rowlich,  impassible  (said  of  the  Divine  nature); 

A.  S.  [Towin,  to  suffer. 

W. 

wake,  water ;  A,  S.  wasg,  a  wave  ;  Old.  Germ,  wag, 
wac 

walde,  3  sing.  p.  would  (after),  i.  e.  resolved  to  pur- 
sue ;  A.  S.  willan. 

wanunge  {var.  read,  wonunge),  acc.  diminution, 
waning  :  A.S.  waning,  wonung. 

ward  {var.  read.  war<5)  8  sing.  p.  became;  also, 
war<5 ;  A.  S.  weorSan ;  cf.  iwar^en,  iwurSen. 
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wai'pen,  to  drive  out;  warpe,  3  sing.  suhj.  may 

throw  out ;  wurpen,  3  pi.  p.  renounced ;  A.  S. 

weorpan,  to  cast. 
wat,  3  sing.  pr.  knows ;  ■\vitc[n]  to  know ;  also,  1  ;)/. 

pr. ;  A.  S.  witan. 
*wa,t,3sing.  p.  wafted {aviax),  fled;  cf.  Germ,  wehen, 

to  blow.  '  \>Q  wind  wceht  ]pai  fur.'  LayaTnon,v.  16217. 
wealde,  3  sing.  p.  ruled;  A.  S.  wealdan. 
•wcane,  f/rie/^  suffering;  Icel.  veina,  qveina,  lamen- 
tation, whining ;  cf.  A.  S.  wean. 
*wearne  (var.  read,  wernin),  to  forbid,  deny.  See 

several  examples  of  this  usage  in  Layamon  ; 

Gloss,  under  wernen ;  Icel.  varna,  prohibere. 
werie  {var.  read,  werien),  to  defend ;  A.  S.  warian, 

to  protect,  cognate  to  the  above, 
weden,  to  become  mad  (wod) ;  wedinde,  pr.  p. ; 

vioAeWche,  furiously  ;  A.  S.  wedan. 
welc,  3  sing.  p.  went  about;  A.  S.  wealcan. 
wende,  3  sing.  p.  turned,  went :  wenden,  to  bend, 

turn  :  A.  S.  wendan. 
weol,  3  sing.  p.  boiled ;  A.  S.  weallan. 
*weorre  {var.  read.  wreS<5e)  war;  weorren,  to  fight; 

Fr.  gueiTe. 
weoued,  altar ;  A.  S.  weofod. 
wepmenj  men,  i.e.  males j  A.  S.  Wiep-man. 
westum  {var.  read,  wastun),  stature,  form ;  A.  S. 

waestm. 

wisse,  to  wisse  =  for  certain ;  wisseiS,  3  sing.  pr. 
directs  J  wissinde,  ^jj*.  ^.  directing;  wiste  (hii-e) 
3  sing.  p.  conducted  herself;  wissunge,  acc.  direc- 
tion ;  A.  S.  wissian,  to  instruct,  govern. 

witen  :  to  witen  hire  meiden,  &c.  '  to  keep  herself 
a  virgin  ' :  akin  to  the  above.    See  Glossary  to 
Layamon,  s  v. 
*witerliche,  verily ;  cf.  Dan.  vitterlig,  knowingly, 
wittingly. 

wittes,  sciences  ;  A.  S.  ge-wit. 

wi^ervvines,  adversaries;  fe  wiSerwine  of  helle, 
the  devil;  A.  S. 

wiSward  {var.  read.  wiS),  against,  in  a  contrary 
direction  ;  A.  S.  wi8er-wear<5. 

wlite,  aspect,  features,  beauty ;  wliti,  beautif  ul ; 
A.  S.  wlite,  wliteg. 

wrenches,  2  sing.  p.  pridest  (thee) ;  wlonke  joom- 
pous ;  A.  S.  wlancan,  to  grow  proud. 

woh,  error,  wrong,  sin  ;  A.  S. 
*wondrea«e,  difficulty,  peril ;  Icel.  vandraedi. 

wonie^ ,  3  pi.  pr.  wane  ;  A.  S.  wanian. 

wonteis  (ham)  is  wanting  (to  them)  ;  Icel.  vanta, 
to  be  deficient. 

wrakeliclie  {var.  read.  wrakefuUiche)  vengefully ; 
wreken,  to  avenge  himself;  A.  S.  wrecan,  to  re- 
venge, wreak. 


wra^Se,  eagerly,  quickly ;  A.  S. 
wreo^ieiS,  2  pi.  pr.  prop  (ow  on),  rely  upon ;  A.  S. 
wrseisian. 

wrenchen,  to  draw  by  stratagem ;  wrenchfule, 
crafty ;  A.  S.  wrenc,  stratagem,  guile. 

wune,  imper.  abide  thou;  3  sing.  p.  wunede;  3 
sing.  pr.  wune  <5 ;  wunien,  to  dwell ;  wununge, 
dwelling-place  ;  A.  S.  wunian. 

wunne,  mm.  and  acc.  joy  ;  A.  S.  wyn. 

wunnen,  dat.  pi.  winnings,  fruits  of  labour  ;  A.  S. 
winnan,  to  labour,  to  win.  In  Old  Germ,  wninne 
is  gain.    See  the  Glossary  to  Layamon. 

wurcheS  {var.  read.  wurgiS),  3  pi.  pr,  worship; 
iwurSchet  {var.  read,  iwurget),  pp.  worshipped. 
These  seem  to  be  either  corruptions  of  A.  S. 
wurSigean,  or  the  Danish  vserdige,  Wurgin  is  in 
like  manner  a  various  reading  for  wurischipen ; 
wliich  latter  verb  has  no  existence  in  A.  S. 

wurSfule,  honourable ;  A.  S. 

wurSlice,  pi.  worshipful,  venerable;  A.  S. 

wurime {adj.),  honoured;  wurimund,  honour ;  A.S. 
weorSmynd,  but  Dr  Bosworth's  derivation 
weorS,  mynet,  is  very  questionable. 

Y. 

*ymagc ;  A.  N. 

3- 

jarewe,  pi.  ready ;  ^arow,  sing. ;  A.  S.  gearo. 

3arlven,  to  prepare;  A.  S.  gearcian. 

jeald,  3  si7ig.  p.  paid,  gave  in  return ;  j^eM,  2  sing, 
payedst ;  3eld,  3  sing.  pr.  gives,  pays  (said  of 
worship)  ;  3elde[n]  to  repay  ;  3ulde,  2  sing.  subj. 
A.  S.  gyldan. 

*3eien,  to  cry ;  3eide,  3  sing.  p. ;  3einde,  pi.  crying. 
*3ein-clappes,  counter-strokes. 
3einen,  to  profit ;  A.  S.  gewinnan ;  Goth,  geigan. 
*3ein-turn,  way  buck. 

3elp,  boasting;  3elp,  1  sing.  pr.  boast;  3elpeS, 

3  pi.  pr. ;  A.  S.  gilp,  gilpan. 
3eme :  nim  5eme,  take  care ;  common  in  early 

Engl. ;  A.  S.  gyman,  to  take  heed. 
3eomere,  acc.  wretched  ;  A.  S.  geomer. 
3eouen,  gifts  ;  A.  S.  geof. 

3erne,  1  sing.  p.  long  for ;  3eome,  earnestly ;  A.  S. 

geornian,  to  yearn. 
■  ette,  imper.  grant  thou ;  3ettede,  3  sing. p.  granted; 

A.  S.  geatan. 
3im-stanes,  precious  stones ;  A.  S.  gim-stan. 
-Mugc,  dat.  going,  walking:  A.S. 
3ont,  through ;  A.  S.  geond. 
*3uren,  to  cry  out ;  3urende,  pi.  screaming. 


ERRATA. 


p.  1],  for  io-'^aXn,  read  to-3ain. 

p.  30  (Une  6  from  bottom),  for  blodles  ikimet  of  ow  seleuen,  read  blodles,  ikimet  of  ow  seluen. 
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